
 MVLS VOLUNTEER DOESN’T LET HURRICANE SANDY   
STAND IN THE WAY OF PRO BONO
Paralegal Jessica Rich could barely hear MVLS volunteer and solo practitioner Darlyn 
McLaughlin on the phone when she called in late October to accept two pro bono cases.  
Jessica was shocked when Darlyn apologized to her for the noise and explained that her 
home office in Westminster had flooded just days before during Hurricane Sandy.  Multiple 
fans were going at high-speed in Darlyn’s basement office to dry things out.  Although  
Darlyn managed to save her files and computer, her office furniture and walls were  
damaged beyond repair.  

 “Usually clients are the ones who come to us in crisis.  It’s remarkable that she’s helping others when she’s in crisis 
herself,” Jessica remarked. 

Darlyn is no stranger to adversity.   Law school was far from her mind when she was a single mom of six with a 
high school diploma.  It was only in her early 50’s that Darlyn decided to go back to school.  She graduated as the 
valedictorian at the community college where she got her 
Associates degree, received a full scholarship to the University 
of Baltimore for her Bachelor’s degree, and while at UB, decided 
to pursue law school.  She graduated in the top third of her class 
at UB School of Law, despite fighting cancer during her last year.  
Darlyn was admitted to the Maryland Bar in 2009 and began 
volunteering with MVLS in 2012.  

Darlyn loves volunteering with MVLS and says she gets far more out of volunteering than she puts in.  “It’s all about the 
people, not the money,” she explains.  “If someone asks and they are truly in need of an attorney, who am I to say no?”

Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn P.A. 
Doubles Down 
Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn P.A. is one of many Maryland accounting firms that 
regularly sponsor one of MVLS’ two annual events.  This year, however, the firm joined 
an elite tier of corporate sponsors when they doubled their support and generously 
sponsored both our volunteer appreciation event, “Celebrate Pro Bono,” in October and 
our annual fundraiser, a “March Madness” themed benefit, this spring. 
 
It all started in 2009, explains Joseph A. Liberman, an officer with Gorfine, Schiller 
& Gardyn, a full service certified public accounting firm based in Maryland.  “I received a call from one of my 
favorite clients, Larry Coppel, who asked if Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn would consider a sponsorship of the 
spring fundraising benefit.”  Once Larry, a long-time MVLS board member and partner at Gordon Feinblatt, LLC, 
explained the great need for pro bono legal services and described MVLS’ impact in the community, the decision 
was easy.  “I said sure, not a problem.  It’s the least we can do.”  

This year, Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn 
decided to double their support and 
sponsor both MVLS events.  Mr. Liberman 
explains that perks the firm receives – 
tickets to the event and publicity – are 
great, but not the reason the firm supports 
MVLS.  “Everyone in this country is 
entitled to equal protection under the law.  
If you can’t afford a lawyer, then you don’t have that protection.  That’s why we need organizations like MVLS,” 
he explains.  We are proud to count Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn as a generous and loyal supporter of our pro bono 
program. Thanks to them, and our other corporate sponsors, MVLS staff and volunteers are able to work daily to 
ensure access to justice for all Marylanders.
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truly in need of an attorney, 

who am I to say no?”

{ }“Everyone in this country is entitled to equal 
protection under the law.  If you can’t get a 
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GET INVOLVED   
Volunteers Take a Case!  Available cases are listed on our 
website www.mvlslaw.org/lawyers.  MVLS provides mentors and 
malpractice insurance for all of our pro bono cases. 
 

Join our Sustainer Circle – a key group of supporters who give 
monthly to help sustain our critically important work.  A manage-
able monthly gift of $15, $25, $50, $100 or more creates a steady and 
predictable stream of revenue that MVLS can count on month after 
month.  Visit www.mvlslaw.org/sustainers to learn more.
 

Stay Connected – Like us on Facebook by visiting www.facebook.
com/MVLSProBono and sign-up for our monthly e-newsletter by 
visiting www.mvlslaw.org/enewsletter.
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Executive Director’s Letter

Bonnie Sullivan
Brand loyalty is an essential component of commercial success and something 
marketers strive to cultivate among consumers.  Philanthropy similarly relies 
on the loyalty of volunteers and donors for its success.  The MVLS volunteer and 
donor featured in this issue of our newsletter tell the stories of the best kind of 
“brand loyalty.”  Darlyn McLaughlin, a solo practitioner, accepted two pro bono 
cases, notwithstanding a flooded home office from Hurricane Sandy.  Long-time 
MVLS benefit sponsor, Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn, “doubled down” and agreed to 
sponsor our annual volunteer recognition event too because as firm officer Joe 
Liberman told us, “it’s the least we can do.”   

In October, MVLS and the University of Maryland Carey School of Law held our fourth “Celebrate Pro 
Bono” awards reception at Westminster Hall.  Over two hundred members of the legal community 
honored the remarkable volunteer lawyers and law students who demonstrated exceptional service 
to low-income Marylanders in 2012.  MVLS derives its strength from the brand loyalty of these 
committed men and women.
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MVLS News
New Foreclosure Prevention Grant Allows MVLS  
to Expand
In February 2012, 49 state attorneys general announced a multi-billion dollar 
agreement with the country’s five largest mortgage servicers to settle claims 
that those servicers had engaged in illegal and unfair practices against low 
income homeowners. Attorney General Doug Gansler spearheaded an effort 
to ensure that a significant portion of Maryland’s share of this settlement 
was granted to housing counseling agencies and legal services groups with a 
history of service to at-risk homeowners. In December, Maryland Volunteer 
Lawyers Service was awarded a generous portion of this settlement in the 
form of a three year grant. The new funding will allow MVLS to expand its 
already successful foreclosure prevention efforts by hiring a new foreclosure 
prevention project manager. The grant also gives MVLS the ability to pay a 
small hourly rate to private attorneys who handle foreclosure defense cases 
for low-income clients.

New Partnership to Help Veterans 
MVLS is pleased to announce a new partnership with the Veterans Housing 
Assistance program at Alliance, Inc., a Baltimore based non-profit.  Thanks 
to a grant from The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, MVLS will provide 
legal support services to low-income veterans who have recently lost housing 
or who are at risk of losing housing.  

Online Case Closure
MVLS encourages all volunteers to close out their pro bono and Judicare 
cases via our new online system.  Submitting case closure forms online not 
only saves paper, but also saves time which allows our paralegal staff to serve 
volunteers more efficiently and help even more clients.  You can access the 
online forms at www.mvlslaw.org/lawyers/attorneyresources/.    

Record-Breaking Case Placements!
In October, MVLS volunteers accepted a record-breaking 174 cases.  In 
November, that record was shattered when our volunteers accepted 191 
cases!  On behalf of everyone at MVLS, thank you to our volunteers and 
paralegal staff for their hard work and generosity on behalf of our clients.

A full listing of the lawyers who accepted a case from MVLS in October 
and November is available on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
MVLSProBono.  

Awards
MVLS volunteers Elva Tillman and J. Harrison Phillips, III were among 
those honored during the Maryland State Bar Association’s (MSBA) annual 
meeting in June in Ocean City, MD.

Five MVLS board members have been named 2013 Lawyer of the Year in 
Baltimore and Columbia for their respective practice areas by Best Lawyers 
in America. The following members have been elevated by their peers for this 
special honor:

Lawrence D. Coppel – litigation/bankruptcy
Susan T. Preston – medical malpractice defense
Alan C. Cason – public finance law
Kerry D. Staton – medical malpractice plaintiffs
Jonathan Z. May – tax nonprofit/charities law

Sixteen MVLS Board or Advisory Board members have been selected for 
inclusion in Maryland Super Lawyers for 2013: Edward J. Baines, Rignal 
W. Baldwin, Robert S. Brennen, Alan C. Cason, Caroline D. Ciraolo, 
Lawrence D. Coppel, Fred S. Hecker, Mary T. Keating, Frederick L. Kobb, 
Jonathan Z. May, M. Natalie McSherry, Charles J. Morton, Jr., Susan T. 
Preston, E. Hutchinson Robbins, Jr., Paul S. Sugar and Kerry D. Staton.

NEW FACES 
AT MVLS

BRIDGET JENNINGS  
joined MVLS as an intake 
paralegal in September, 2012. 
A graduate of Peirce College 
in Philadelphia, PA, Bridget 
came to MVLS with nearly 5 
years of diverse legal work 
experience including criminal 
law, products liability, toxic tort 
and most recently, insurance 
defense.  Her passion for social 
justice and advocacy led her to 
make a change in her practice 
venue. She is very excited to be 
a part of the MVLS team! 

LUCY GILLESPIE joined 
MVLS as an intake paralegal 
in August, 2012.  After 
graduating from the University 
of Pittsburgh, Lucy obtained 
a certification in Audio 
Engineering in Seattle, WA.  She 
moved to Baltimore as part of 
an AmeriCorps team working 
at Community Mediation.  
During her work providing 
free mediation services in 
the Baltimore Corrections 
Department, Lucy discovered a 
passion for restorative justice, 
alternative dispute resolution, 
and working with under-served 
communities. 

On October 18, 2012, MVLS honored volunteer 
lawyers, donors and law student interns at its annual 
“Celebrate Pro Bono” reception at Westminster Hall 
in Baltimore.  
 
Co-hosted with the University of Maryland Francis 
King Carey Law School’s Maryland Public Interest 
Law Project, this annual recognition event highlighted 
the exceptional dedication and commitment of MVLS 
volunteers and law student interns to access to justice  
for all Marylanders.

Over two hundred guests listened intently during Legal 
Services Corporation President James J. Sandman’s 
address and applauded MVLS volunteer award winners: 
Volunteer of the Year, Yollette Atkinson, Law Firm of 
the Year, Grossbart, Portney & Rosenberg, P.A., MVLS 
Partnership Award winner Frank Turney, Winnie 
Borden Pro Bono Leadership Award winner M. Natalie 
McSherry and Ten Year Volunteer Award winners  
Susan Mays and Jason Ridgell.

A special thank you to the ten sponsors who supported 
Celebrate Pro Bono 2012.  
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Baltimore City 
Council President 
Jack Young & 
Honorable Neil 
Edward Axel

MVLS Board 
Member Larry 
Coppel and 
Gerard Vetter

Event sponsor Ronald 
Drescher of Drescher 
& Associates, MVLS 
Deputy Director Richard 
Chambers, MVLS 
Executive Director Bonnie 
Sullivan & Stanford Gann 
of Levin & Gann

Volunteer of the Year Yollette 
Atkinson of Atkinson and 
Mentzer accepts her award from 
MVLS Executive Director Bonnie 
Sullivan, MVLS Board Member 
Fred Hecker and Keynote Speaker 
James Sandman

Frank Turney and Liz 
Marcus-Wengen accept the 
MVLS Partnership Award 
from MVLS Executive 
Director Bonnie Sullivan, 
MVLS Board Member Fred 
Hecker and Keynote Speaker 
James Sandman.

Robert Grossbart and 
David Portney of Grossbart, 
Portney & Rosenberg accept 
the Law Firm of the Year 
Award from MVLS Executive 
Director Bonnie Sullivan, 
MVLS Board Member Fred 
Hecker and Keynote Speaker 
James Sandman

Event sponsors Mark 
Warren of Gorfine 
Schiller & Gardyn, Art 
Miller of Art Miller 
& Associates & Joe 
Liberman of Gorfine 
Schiller & Gardyn

Professor Michael Milleman 
& MVLS Advisory Board 
Member Don McPherson

The 32 Maryland Public 
Interest Law Project  interns 
who spent their summer 
working for Maryland public 
interest legal services providers 
were applauded by attendees

M. Natalie McSherry accepts 
the Winnie Borden Leadership 
in Service Award from MVLS 
Executive Director Bonnie 
Sullivan, MVLS Board Member 
Fred Hecker Keynote Speaker 
James Sandman and MVLS 
Board Member Mary Keating

Honorable Irma 
Raker, Dean Phoebe 
Haddon & Honorable 
W. Michel Pierson

L.M.D.D. Biggs and MVLS 
Paralegal Tara Miles

2012 CELEBRATE PRO BONO

Sponsors Hillary 
Rettaliata & Lisa 
DiMonte of  
Planet Depos
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Jason C. Ridgell
       The Ridgell Firm
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graduating from the University 
of Pittsburgh, Lucy obtained 
a certification in Audio 
Engineering in Seattle, WA.  She 
moved to Baltimore as part of 
an AmeriCorps team working 
at Community Mediation.  
During her work providing 
free mediation services in 
the Baltimore Corrections 
Department, Lucy discovered a 
passion for restorative justice, 
alternative dispute resolution, 
and working with under-served 
communities. 
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       Kramon & Graham, P.A.
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       Atkinson & Mentzer,  LLC

LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
Grossbart, Portney & Rosenberg
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        Law Offices of Frank E.  

Turney, P.A.

TEN-YEAR VOLUNTEERS
Susan Mays
       Law Office of Susan Mays

Jason C. Ridgell
       The Ridgell Firm



 MVLS VOLUNTEER DOESN’T LET HURRICANE SANDY   
STAND IN THE WAY OF PRO BONO
Paralegal Jessica Rich could barely hear MVLS volunteer and solo practitioner Darlyn 
McLaughlin on the phone when she called in late October to accept two pro bono cases.  
Jessica was shocked when Darlyn apologized to her for the noise and explained that her 
home office in Westminster had flooded just days before during Hurricane Sandy.  Multiple 
fans were going at high-speed in Darlyn’s basement office to dry things out.  Although  
Darlyn managed to save her files and computer, her office furniture and walls were  
damaged beyond repair.  

 “Usually clients are the ones who come to us in crisis.  It’s remarkable that she’s helping others when she’s in crisis 
herself,” Jessica remarked. 

Darlyn is no stranger to adversity.   Law school was far from her mind when she was a single mom of six with a 
high school diploma.  It was only in her early 50’s that Darlyn decided to go back to school.  She graduated as the 
valedictorian at the community college where she got her 
Associates degree, received a full scholarship to the University 
of Baltimore for her Bachelor’s degree, and while at UB, decided 
to pursue law school.  She graduated in the top third of her class 
at UB School of Law, despite fighting cancer during her last year.  
Darlyn was admitted to the Maryland Bar in 2009 and began 
volunteering with MVLS in 2012.  

Darlyn loves volunteering with MVLS and says she gets far more out of volunteering than she puts in.  “It’s all about the 
people, not the money,” she explains.  “If someone asks and they are truly in need of an attorney, who am I to say no?”

Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn P.A. 
Doubles Down 
Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn P.A. is one of many Maryland accounting firms that 
regularly sponsor one of MVLS’ two annual events.  This year, however, the firm joined 
an elite tier of corporate sponsors when they doubled their support and generously 
sponsored both our volunteer appreciation event, “Celebrate Pro Bono,” in October and 
our annual fundraiser, a “March Madness” themed benefit, this spring. 
 
It all started in 2009, explains Joseph A. Liberman, an officer with Gorfine, Schiller 
& Gardyn, a full service certified public accounting firm based in Maryland.  “I received a call from one of my 
favorite clients, Larry Coppel, who asked if Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn would consider a sponsorship of the 
spring fundraising benefit.”  Once Larry, a long-time MVLS board member and partner at Gordon Feinblatt, LLC, 
explained the great need for pro bono legal services and described MVLS’ impact in the community, the decision 
was easy.  “I said sure, not a problem.  It’s the least we can do.”  

This year, Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn 
decided to double their support and 
sponsor both MVLS events.  Mr. Liberman 
explains that perks the firm receives – 
tickets to the event and publicity – are 
great, but not the reason the firm supports 
MVLS.  “Everyone in this country is 
entitled to equal protection under the law.  
If you can’t afford a lawyer, then you don’t have that protection.  That’s why we need organizations like MVLS,” 
he explains.  We are proud to count Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn as a generous and loyal supporter of our pro bono 
program. Thanks to them, and our other corporate sponsors, MVLS staff and volunteers are able to work daily to 
ensure access to justice for all Marylanders.

{ }“If someone asks and they are 
truly in need of an attorney, 

who am I to say no?”

{ }“Everyone in this country is entitled to equal 
protection under the law.  If you can’t get a 
lawyer, then you don’t have that protection.  

That’s why we need organizations like MVLS.”
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GET INVOLVED   
Volunteers Take a Case!  Available cases are listed on our 
website www.mvlslaw.org/lawyers.  MVLS provides mentors and 
malpractice insurance for all of our pro bono cases. 
 

Join our Sustainer Circle – a key group of supporters who give 
monthly to help sustain our critically important work.  A manage-
able monthly gift of $15, $25, $50, $100 or more creates a steady and 
predictable stream of revenue that MVLS can count on month after 
month.  Visit www.mvlslaw.org/sustainers to learn more.
 

Stay Connected – Like us on Facebook by visiting www.facebook.
com/MVLSProBono and sign-up for our monthly e-newsletter by 
visiting www.mvlslaw.org/enewsletter.

}

}

Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service - Legal Assistance for People In Need          WINTER 2013

Executive Director’s Letter

Bonnie Sullivan
Brand loyalty is an essential component of commercial success and something 
marketers strive to cultivate among consumers.  Philanthropy similarly relies 
on the loyalty of volunteers and donors for its success.  The MVLS volunteer and 
donor featured in this issue of our newsletter tell the stories of the best kind of 
“brand loyalty.”  Darlyn McLaughlin, a solo practitioner, accepted two pro bono 
cases, notwithstanding a flooded home office from Hurricane Sandy.  Long-time 
MVLS benefit sponsor, Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn, “doubled down” and agreed to 
sponsor our annual volunteer recognition event too because as firm officer Joe 
Liberman told us, “it’s the least we can do.”   

In October, MVLS and the University of Maryland Carey School of Law held our fourth “Celebrate Pro 
Bono” awards reception at Westminster Hall.  Over two hundred members of the legal community 
honored the remarkable volunteer lawyers and law students who demonstrated exceptional service 
to low-income Marylanders in 2012.  MVLS derives its strength from the brand loyalty of these 
committed men and women.
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