
Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Maryland Volunteer Lawyers
Service.
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

 

 We hope you join MVLS at one (or all!) of our exciting upcoming events and trainings! 
Additionally, we invite you to take one of the available foreclosure and 

consumer protection cases listed below. 
______________________________________________________________________________________

NEW OFFICIAL BANKRUPTCY FORMS & SOFTWARE UPDATE

The U.S. Bankruptcy Court has

substantially revised and reformatted their

official forms.  The new forms are

mandatory for new petitions being filed

on or after December 1, 2015.  

Click here for a summary of the changes.

On November 20, 2015, the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the District of
Maryland presented a seminar on the
changes in the new forms. The materials
and video from the seminar are available
on the court's website.Click here to view
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the video and download the Power Point
presentations.   

The bankruptcy software available for
MVLS cases, Bankruptcy Pro, should be
appropriately updated.  

Please contact Ellyn Riedl if you are
having issues using Bankruptcy Pro.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

AVAILABLE CASES

Code Violation Baltimore City 15-0115656
Client is 93 years old.  She owns a home where she and her daughter live; both are retired and live on a
fixed income. Client received a code violation notice letter dated 11/12/15 stating that she must repair or
raze her damaged garage by December 12, 2015 or be subject to a fine of up to $500 per day. She is not
responsible for the damage because it happened during a police high speed chase in her neighborhood
earlier this year. After the damage was done, an officer told her she'd be getting a copy of the police report
on the matter, but she never received it and is now being told that no such report exists. Client is working
with Baltimore Housing to get help with the repairs, but they won't be finished by December 12. She needs
help to address the violation notice so that she won't have to pay the fine or be subject to further
harassment about it.

Wicomico County Foreclosure 15-0113121
Client's wife passed away in April of 2015, and since then he has not been able to make the mortgage
payment on his own. The household income is approximately $2000 a month, consisting of the client's and
client's brother's Social Security benefits. The loan is owned by Bank of America, and the balance as of
October 26th is approximately $69,442. Client received a Notice of Intent to Foreclose on July 30, 2015, but
no case has been filed as of October 30, 2015. Client needs an attorney to explain his options, and make
sure the servicer doesn't give him the runaround on whichever loss mitigation option the client pursues.  
 
Charles County Foreclosure 15-0112621
Client took out a mortgage in 2000, borrowing approximately $163,000 at 5.8% interest; current amount
owed is almost $200,000. Client's income is approximately $52,000 a year. Client is 52 years old; her 20
year old son and her grandchild live in the home as well. Client initially fell behind on the mortgage in 2012
due to a reduction in her income, and she has not been able to catch up since then. She applied for a
modification in 2014, but before the application could be reviewed, her loan servicer changed and the new
servicer, Shellpoint, denied her application for failure to submit documents. A foreclosure case was filed in
July 2015; the Notice of Intent to Foreclose received by MVLS with client's court documents is dated
January 2013, with a balance of $163,008.58. The NOI was initiated by client's old servicer, Resurgent, not
Shellpoint. Client went to mediation in late September and Shellpoint agreed to consider her for loss
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mitigation if she submitted a new request for assistance. She is working on submitting the request, but
needs an attorney's help to make sure she is properly considered for loss mitigation.

Baltimore County Foreclosure 15-0113862
Client owns a condominium and fell behind on her mortgage when she became unemployed for a brief time
earlier this year. She has regained employment but has not been able to catch up on the mortgage. Client
also has numerous other debts, including unpaid condominium liens and fees totalling over $10,000. Client
needs advice on how to handle her debt situation, and possibly some bankruptcy counseling.

Baltimore City Foreclosure 15-0113225
Client owns her home jointly with her husband and sister in law.  The client and sister in law reside in the
home, but the client's husband is no longer living there. Client receives SSI and was recently diagnosed with
throat cancer that will require surgery. Client hopes to get some legal help before having the surgery.  The
client fell behind on the mortgage when her husband lost his job and left the home, and the sister in law's
work hours were reduced.  Client is not currently a borrower on the note; the husband and sister in law are
co-borrowers. The total principal owed is approximately $48,000, with $3000 in arrears. Client has been
working with a housing counselor to apply for a modification, but fear the lender will proceed with foreclosure
if they are turned down.

Baltimore City Foreclosure 15-0113215
Client received a modification in 2010, but fell behind on her mortgage again in 2014 due to a reduction in her
income.  She received a Notice of Intent to Foreclose on in early October, and had about $10,000 in arrears
at that time.  Client applied for loss mitigation but so far hasn't been able to work anything out.  Client also
previously filed for bankruptcy in 2008.  She needs advice and guidance on her limited options going
forward. 

Baltimore City Foreclosure 15-0113944
Client fell behind on her mortgage payment six months ago, when the mortgage payments increased from
$188.13 to $325. Payments increased because her mortgage company paid her water bill in order to keep
the home out of tax sale. Her current water bill is $2,193.67. Client is seeking attorney to help her apply for a
modification or otherwise adjust the monthly payment, and advise her on how she can ensure the water bill
doesn't put her in tax sale again.
 
Baltimore City Foreclosure 15-0113217
Client bought her home through Arundel Habitat for Humanity in 2008. When client applied for the
Homeowner's Tax Credit in April or early May 2015, she was working full time. In late May 2015, she retired
and her monthly income fell significantly. She now receives Social Security and works part time, for a total
monthly income of approximately $1100. SDAT rejected her Homeowner's tax credit application because it
was based on her pre-retirement income, and at that level of income the credit would not have reduced the
tax amount she was liable to pay. Her mortgage company paid the taxes due, which drained her escrow
account and caused her monthly mortgage payment to spike from $474 to $722. Client needs help pursuing
a modification or other loss mitigation option. She has not received a Notice of Intent to Foreclose yet, and
wants to avoid having a foreclosure case filed in court.



Baltimore City Foreclosure and Tax Sale 15-0113944
Client fell behind on her mortgage payment six months ago, when the mortgage payments increased from
$188.13 to $325. Payments increased because her mortgage company paid her water bill in order to keep
the home out of tax sale. Her current water bill is $2,193.67. Client is seeking attorney to help her apply for a
modification or otherwise adjust the monthly payment, and advise her on how she can ensure the water bill
doesn't put her in tax sale again.

Baltimore City Tax Sale 15-0114726
Client fell behind on his water bill in 2014, last payment was on 10/21/2014. She owes $8,267.69 on her
water bill, and the turn off date was 10/05/2015. Client has not gone into tax sale as of 11/18/2015. She
needs an attorney to advise her on how to avoid tax sale, and lower payments on water bill including
possibly requesting an informal water conference.

If you are interested in taking one of these cases or learning more please contact Ellyn Riedl.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
 
Consumer Protection Clinic  
MVLS is looking for volunteers to staff our
Consumer Protection Project clinic at the Baltimore
City District Court. Volunteers provide consumers
with brief advice on how to defend against a variety
of consumer debt cases, including credit cards, debt
buyers, bail bonds and landlord/tenant.
Attorneys meet with defendants one-on-one for a 10-
15 minute consultation, discuss possible defenses
and/or settlement options, and help litigants file a
Notice of Intention to Defend if appropriate. 

MVLS staff will be present to provide support to
volunteers.  This is a great opportunity to provide
much needed services to the community, and it
doesn't require a further time commitment outside of
the clinic date. 

To volunteer, please contact Ellyn Riedl.

Upcoming Clinic Dates:

December 8 & 15
9 AM - 12 PM 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONSUMER NEWS

CFPB Releases Rule-making Agenda for Fall 2015
The CFPB plans to focus on arbitration, payday and title loans, prepaid accounts, and overdraft fees this
fall. Read more about the agenda here.

National Community Reinvestment Coalition Releases Study on Mortgage Lending in Baltimore
The results show a large disparity in lending between races and income levels in Baltimore and surrounding
counties. Click here to read the study.

Victims of Debt Collection Scheme in New York Win $59 Million in Settlement
Debt collectors used unscrupulous methods, including "sewer service" to get default judgments against
mostly low income consumers. Read more about the settlement here.
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING TRAININGS

December 9:  Mentoring Roundtable Webinar on Bankruptcy & Foreclosure
 
Wednesday, December 9th, 2015
12 - 1 pm 

Please join the Pro Bono Resource Center for a Mentoring Roundtable webinar, "Bankruptcy &
Foreclosure." Raymond DiBiagio, bankruptcy practitioner and Foreclosure Prevention Pro Bono Project
volunteer will provide information about assessing foreclosure cases for bankruptcy.

Topics covered will include:

Assessing whether bankruptcy is appropriate in a foreclosure case
A brief overview of Chapter 7 v. Chapter 13 bankruptcies
Common issues related to bankruptcy and foreclosure
How to refer clients to pro bono and low bono bankruptcy assistance
Opportunity to answer to your questions.

Register Today

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE
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Join MVLS on March 17, 2016, at M&T Bank Stadium for our annual fundraising benefit! Watch the
NCAA Basketball Games on multiple screens, enjoy delicious tailgate fare, open beer and wine
bar, participate in an exciting silent auction, and experience exclusive stadium tours. 

Sponsorship opportunities and discount early bird tickets are available now!

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

For further questions on any information in this email, please contact:
Ellyn Riedl
Staff Attorney
Foreclosure Prevention and Consumer Law
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service
P:  443-451-4079 | F: 443-459-9037
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