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Ah Yes, I remember it well
by Robert D. Anbinder, President, Bar Association of Baltimore City

They say you always remember your 
first time.  I certainly do.  Mine was a 
very nice woman who had been burned 
out of her rented house and was forced 
into another rented house for a while.  
When it was time to move from that 
house back to the first property, the 
management company refused to re-

turn her security deposit.  For two years, she tried to get that 
deposit back. Then she sought legal help from the Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service for which I had become a volun-
teer.  And so it was that Mrs. W. became my first pro bono 
case.  And I remember her well.

In reviewing the piles of carefully stacked documents my 
new client showed me in her West Baltimore home, I saw 
rather quickly that the management company’s security de-
posit wasn’t all she was owed.  She had rented furniture for 
her temporary quarters, but when she returned it, that secu-
rity deposit wasn’t returned either. She didn’t even realize it.

The furniture deposit was easy to get back. It was simply 
returned upon my request.  Or, put another way, had I not 
requested it, the money wouldn’t have been returned.  The 
house security deposit proved to be another matter.  The 
management company refused to respond to my friendly in-
quiries or to return the deposit or even explain why it wasn’t 
returned, so suit had to be filed.  The company refused to 
respond to discovery, so motions had to be filed.  Eventually 
acknowledging that there was no valid reason to withhold 
the deposit and aware that the district court could award 
my client up to three times the security deposit plus attor-
ney fees, the company finally settled the case at a favorable 
amount for my client.  

What I remember most about my first time is that Mrs. W 
would not have recovered a dime of either security deposit if 
she hadn’t had an attorney looking after her interests.  Attor-
neys are life’s great leveler.

In our community there are simply too many people just 
trying to get through the day knowing (or worse, not know-
ing) that they may be taken advantage of because their edu-
cation is limited, their finances are poor, they have medical 
and communication problems, because laws are complex and 
perhaps because some people have learned over the course of 
life that fighting back gets you nowhere.

When I became President of the Bar Association of Balti-
more City and proclaimed pro bono a theme for the year, I 
spoke about Baltimore’s “justice gap.”  I said that “people who 
have no money cannot afford lawyers. Without lawyers, they 
can’t effectively access the courts, and if they can’t effectively 
access the courts, their problems—and their lives—never get 
better.”

Pro bono attorneys stand between life’s problems and life’s 
possibilities. Without an attorney to help expunge a criminal 
record, someone else will be unable to get a job or a pro-
motion or even favorable credit. Without an attorney to help 
discharge in bankruptcy debts from divorce, job loss or un-
paid medical expenses, someone else will be unable to get 
the fresh start the law provides. Without an attorney to help 
obtain a divorce or custody of a child, lives will be irrevoca-
bly affected.  And so on.

Whatever kind of law you practice, you are needed because 
you are an attorney. Comment 2 to Rule 1.1 of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct (Competence), says “[a] lawyer need 
not necessarily have special training or prior experience to 
handle legal problems of a type with which the lawyer is un-
familiar.”  The Pro Bono Resource Center and the Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service are among many excellent organi-
zations offering whatever it is you need to get started helping 
others.  Google them, email them, call them.

If you regularly do pro bono work, I thank you and the Bar 
Association of Baltimore City thanks you!  If you’ve never 
done it, sign up!  I promise that, like me, you will remember 
your first time.
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Senior Legal Services: Providing  
Much Needed Legal Assistance  
to Seniors in Baltimore

Seniors aged sixty and over in Balti-
more City turn to Senior Legal Services, 
a program of the Bar Association of Bal-
timore City and the Baltimore Bar Foun-
dation, Inc., for no cost legal assistance 
in a host of civil matters, including estate 
planning, consumer and debt collection 
actions, landlord tenant disputes, hous-
ing matters, foreclosure prevention as-
sistance, probate, and guardianship pro-
ceedings.  The program, which is in its 

twenty-fourth year, aims to “provide quality legal services to 
an underserved population,” enabling seniors “to age in place 
and thrive in their community,” says Director, Natalie Gross-
man.

Grossman, who has served as Director of the program for 
the past two-and-a-half years, says the work of her organiza-
tion has a “ripple effect,” for example, “when we work with a 
client to avoid foreclosure, the senior we’ve served can stay in 
his or her home, but the community also benefits in terms of 
avoiding vacancies and maintaining tax revenue and home 
prices.”  Since Grossman joined Senior Legal Services, the or-
ganization’s full time staff has grown from one attorney and 
one paralegal to three attorneys, a paralegal, and a volunteer 
coordinator who joined the program in October.

In addition to providing legal advice to eligible seniors 
at the program’s office located in Courthouse East, Senior 
Legal Services also provides “community-based” services, 
arranging meetings with clients in their homes when dis-
ability or illness prevents them from travelling to the office.  
This year the organization is on track to provide legal ad-

vice and representation to more than 1,000 seniors.  Client 
consultations and programs are also held at senior housing 
facilities, senior centers, and churches.

Each spring, Senior Legal Services hosts a Law Day for 
more than two hundred Baltimore City seniors that features 
informal seminars on important issues they may face, such 
as housing, consumer protection, social security, and elder 
abuse.  This year, Law Day for Seniors will take place on April 
16, 2016.  In addition to hearing speakers, attendees will also 
have an opportunity to seek advice from attorneys in question 
and answer sessions.  Grossman says seniors in the City look 
forward to the event, and some come back year after year.

Grossman says the organization has one-hundred-forty-
five volunteer attorneys who assist seniors avoid foreclosures 
and evictions, prepare advance planning documents, and file 
for bankruptcy, among other areas.  The organization even 
provides training for attorney volunteers.  Attorneys interest-
ed in volunteering, including participating in Law Day, should 
contact Pam Hugi at phugi@baltimorebar.org.

For Grossman, who worked in private practice before join-
ing Senior Legal Services, providing legal representation to 
low income seniors has been tremendously rewarding, be-
cause her clients have “put so much into society through years 
of hard work and raising families.”  Grossman recalls one re-
cent case in which she assisted a client in preventing her home 
from going into receivership after being duped by a licensed 
contractor.  The client had two adult sons whom she cared for 
who were disabled.  “I give her a lot of credit,” says Grossman, 
who was ultimately able to keep the family in their home. 

Natalie M. Grossman,  
Director

Senior Legal Services
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by Judge Pamela J. White*

Maryland lawyers have “a profes-
sional responsibility to render pro bono 
public legal service”.†  On July 1, 2015, 
new rules took effect that should make 
it easier for lawyers to provide low- and 
moderate-income Marylanders with 
no-fee or low-fee legal representation. 
Lawyers may agree with clients to pro-

vide “limited scope” legal services, and may enter their lim-
ited appearance for those clients. On January 1, 2016, new 
rules will encourage retired attorneys and attorneys barred in 
other states to work pro bono through clinics and organized 
Maryland legal service providers.  A “pro bono attorney” 

*  Judge Pamela J. White serves on the Circuit 
Court for Baltimore City. During and since her term as MSBA 
President (2001-2002), she has celebrated the professionalism of 
Maryland lawyers committed to pro bono service. The extent of 
that responsibility was vigorously debated as the Court of Appeals 
revised its pro bono rules (2002) to encourage Maryland lawyers 
to perform 50 hours of legal services for indigent clients and char-
itable organizations, and to require lawyers to report their hours 
of pro bono service every year. Judge White has served on the 
Board of the Maryland Legal Services Corporation since 2006 and 
works to promote collaborative efforts by the bench and organized 
bar with legal services providers, to serve Marylanders with the 
greatest needs for critical legal services. The Pro Bono Resource 
Center, an MLSC grantee celebrating its 25th Anniversary, plays an 
important role in that collaboration. Judge White believes that the 
work of PBRC and identifying adequate civil legal services in our 
communities are important to resolve disputes, peacefully, and to 
foster respect for the rule of law.

† Maryland Lawyers’ Rules of Professional Conduct, 
§ 6.1(a).

providing legal services to low-income persons in Maryland, 
with a qualified civil legal services entity, need not pay into 
the Client Protection Fund.

Thirteen years ago, the Court of Appeals broadly defined 
pro bono service as providing legal services, without expec-
tation of customary fees, addressing the needs of individuals 
of limited means, either directly or through charitable, reli-
gious, or civic groups, as well as pursuing civil rights, civil 
liberties, or public rights.‡ Lawyers ‘should aspire’ to render 
50 pro bono service hours each year and/or provide financial 
support to legal service organizations.§ Maryland lawyers 
also are encouraged to devote pro bono hours to activities 
to improve the law, the legal system or the legal profession.¶ 
Very often, the promise of our legal and judicial systems, to 
Equal Justice Under Law, depends on access of impoverished 
or disadvantaged citizens to lawyers providing pro bono le-
gal services. Legal Aid organizations addressing fundamen-
tal human needs in our justice systems expand their reach 
though collaborative efforts and affiliations with pro bono 
lawyers tackling issues with housing, education, family vio-
lence, parental rights, eldercare, crime victims, immigration, 
discrimination, and more. Resolving such problems, peace-
ably and within the law, also yields positive economic benefit, 
for example, by reducing risk of medical expense or other 
economic catastrophe for individuals, cutting property loss-
es, saving homes and avoiding homelessness.

New rules effective July 1, 2015, now serve to permit, 
even promote, limited scope representation for the educated 

‡  §6.1(b) (1).

§  §6.1(b), (b)(3).

¶  §6.1(b) (2).

New and Improved Rules Serve to  
Enhance Pro Bono Opportunities

C O N T I N U E D  O N  PA G E  7
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or well-informed client.  Lawyers may provide discrete ser-
vices, and enter a limited appearance as to a ‘discrete matter’ 
(confined to one issue), or as to certain events in a judicial 
proceeding.** A check-box form of agreement between law-
yer and client can constitute the client’s acknowledgement of 
limited scope representation, as to specific tasks; for example, 
an attorney may agree with the limited scope client about ar-
guing a particular motion or motions, attending a settlement 
conference or mediation, conducting a deposition or trial.†† 
After the matter or issue has been undertaken, the attorney 
may withdraw appearance, as agreed, and without any court 
action on the withdrawal.‡‡  In these circumstances, lawyers 
may market their services so as to permit clients with limit-
ed funds to purchase quality advice and legal information or 
reduced representation.

Certain rules have been clarified as to securing filing fee 
waivers. New rules, also effective July 1, 2015, clarify that cli-
ents of legal services providers and self-represented indigent 
litigants, are entitled to fee waivers upon simplified—and 
uniform—procedures across the state.  Legal service provid-
ers who qualify for near-automatic fee waivers for their cli-
ents will be identified and approved by the Maryland Legal 
Services Corporation, or by the Maryland Legal Aid Bureau, 
Inc.§§

The Maryland Legal Services Corporation (“MLSC”) also 
plays a role to allow “pro bono attorneys”, although not ac-
tively practicing or admitted to practice law in Maryland, to 
work with civil legal services providers. New Maryland Rule 
16-905 instructs that MLSC shall keep a current list—to be 
posted by the State Court Administrator-- of all “entities rec-
ognized by the Corporation that serve low-income individu-
als who meet the financial eligibility criteria…”  Rule 16-904 
permits ‘pro bono attorneys’ to represent those low-income 
individuals in affiliation with the listed civil legal service pro-

**  Maryland Rules 2-131, 3-131.

††  Maryland Rule 2-131(b); Maryland Lawyers’ Rules 
of Professional Conduct 1.2, comment 8.

‡‡  Maryland Rules 2-132, 3-132.

§§  Maryland Rule 1-325(d).

viders.¶¶ Rule 15(b) of the Maryland Rules Governing Ad-
mission to the Maryland bar informs that “a member of the 
Bar of another state who is employed by or associated with 
a legal services program may practice in this State pursuant 
to that program….”. A retired Maryland lawyer similarly may 
participate in a legal services or pro bono program without 
obligation to pay into the Client Protection Fund.*** 

Baltimore bar members, retired attorneys, and govern-
ment lawyers admitted in other jurisdictions, are among 
those lawyers who will find advantage in the expanded ‘pro 
bono’ rules, so as to work with a broad variety of legal ser-
vices providers. BABC’s own affiliate entity, the Baltimore Bar 
Foundation Senior Legal Services organization, provides free 
legal representation and advice to Baltimore City residents 
60 years and older. Three dozen other grantees of MLSC in-
clude the Maryland Legal Aid Bureau and many other civil 
legal service providers. City bar members, and lawyers living 
or working in Baltimore, know that training and support are 
available for those attorneys taking on pro bono cases, and 
that significant, unmet need exists for civil legal services on 
many legal subjects. Compassionate lawyers continue to pro-
vide pro bono legal services to those with the greatest needs 
but the fewest resources. The responsibility of both the bench 
and bar to address unmet legal needs is never more urgent 
than today.

¶¶  A ‘legal services program’ is “a program operated 
by (1) an entity that provides civil legal services to low-in-
come individuals in Maryland…; (2) the Maryland Office 
of the Public Defender; (3) a clinic offering pro bono legal 
services and operating in a courthouse facility; or (4) a local 
pro bono committee or bar association affiliated project that 
provides pro bono legal services.” Rule 15(a) of the Rules 
Governing Admission to the Maryland Bar.

***  Maryland Rule 16-811.5(a)(2).
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Best Practices
by Kathleen Hyland

1. Be choosy about your clients.  Be just as selective with pro 
bono clients as paying clients and high standards for your pro 
bono clients.  Pro bono clients reflect on your firm and repu-
tation just as much as paying clients.  Make sure your client is 
cooperative and that you like them.  At Williams & Santoni, 
LLP, we regularly volunteer with the Pro Bono Resource Cen-
ter’s Consumer Protection Project and have met with dozens 
of potential pro bono clients.  There are plenty out there, and 
working with an uncooperative client can lead to serious prob-
lems with case management, create conflicts, and jeopardize 
your professionalism.  When weighed against profitable cases, 
nobody wants to do work for a difficult client.  Use the same 
screening tools, such as compatibility, logic, and reason, as you 
do for everyone else. 

2. Do not go quietly into new pro bono practice areas.  Pro bono 
cases can be an excellent way to learn a new area of law when 
you have the tools to succeed.  Key tools include: introducto-
ry training sessions, smart and accessible mentors who will be 
generous with their time, legal topic listservs where you can 
ask other attorneys for advice, and access to developing case 
law in your pro bono topic area.  The Pro Bono Resource Cen-
ter provides these elements, as well as malpractice insurance 
to make sure that you are well-equipped to venture into a new 
practice area.  

3. Value your pro bono cases as a future referral source.  When 
I evaluate potential pro bono cases at Williams & Santoni, I 
am mindful of the market opportunity that person represents.  
Doing high quality work has often led us to new clients and 
cases.  While working with pro bono consumer clients, I make 
them aware of the firm’s personal injury work and encourage 
them to access their free credit report to see if I can assist with 
other consumer issues. Establishing a positive client relation-
ship through pro bono has often led to more lucrative cases 
and referrals down the road. 

4. Hunt for affirmative claims.  It is especially rewarding to pro-
vide pro bono services to people who desperately need legal as-
sistance and also get paid for your work.  Defending pro bono 
clients in district court consumer cases has helped me stay in 
tune with consumer protection trends, learn more about abu-
sive debt collection practices, identify auto fraud issues, and 
find student loan cases.  While I am building my knowledge 

base and staying current with my practice area, I am helping 
people who are dealing with real-life crisis situations for free. In 
my opinion, that’s a pretty cool way to be a lawyer.  

5. Go beyond the courtroom.  Pro bono work is more than just 
litigation and can take many much-needed forms in the legal 
community.  At Williams & Santoni, we participate in local 
trainings to educate other attorneys, speak at national con-
ferences on consumer law, testify on relevant bills during the 
legislative session, and attend policy meetings with elected of-
ficials and representatives.  Williams & Santoni attorneys also 
sit on the boards of local area nonprofits such as Civil Justice, 
Inc. and the Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition, and both 
Jane Santoni and I have served as the Maryland State Chair of 
the National Association of Consumer Advocates.  Working in 
other capacities is a no-brainer for marketing and keeps you in 
the know while allowing your voice to be heard. 

About Kathleen Hyland
Ms. Hyland joined Williams & Santoni, LLP in 2014 to practice 
consumer law and general civil litigation.  Her work focuses on debt 
collection defense and unfair debt collection practices, auto fraud, 
mortgage fraud, and student loan litigation.   Ms. Hyland regularly 
volunteers with the Pro Bono Resource Center’s Consumer Protec-
tion Project.  In addition to PBRC, Ms. Hyland is a network attorney 
through Civil Justice, Inc., and takespro bono cases through their Auto 
Repossession Abuse program, as well as from JustAdvice(R), a brief 
legal advice program run through the University of Maryland Francis 
King Carey School of Law that she helped start as a clinic student.   
She is  a member of the Baltimore City and Maryland Bar Associa-
tions, the current Maryland State Chair of the National Association 
for Consumer Advocates and on the NACA Awards Selection Task-
force, the Baltimore City Tax Sale Workgroup, and sits on the board 
of the Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition.  She also co-teaches a 
class on Law Practice Management at the University of Maryland 
law school.  Ms. Hyland is a native New Yorker, celebrating her tenth 
year in Maryland. She lives in Hampden, and has a dog named Shea.  
Prior to attending law school at UMB, Ms. Hyland completed a MA 
in Public Policy at Johns Hopkins University and worked as a budget 
policy analyst for the Maryland Department of Budget and Manage-
ment, Office of Capital Budgeting.
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This edition of The Barrister is intended to remind practi-
tioners of the importance of pro bono work, and to encourage 
continued participation in these activities. The BABC is for-
tunate to have a Pro Bono Committee that is committed to 
these goals year-round. The committee provides information 
and resources to those looking for pro bono opportunities, and 
has facilitated involvement in a wide rage of services to those 
in need. Pro Bono representation not only provides a benefit 
to those serviced, but can also have a meaningful and last-
ing impact on the practitioner. Below, two members of the Pro 
Bono Committee have shared their individual stories on how 
Pro Bono work has enriched their lives.  

While I dreamed of assisting immigrants with their im-
migration and naturalization process when I first decided I 
wanted to be a lawyer, my life took me on a slightly different 
path - I have been helping Veterans and their families with 
their claims for benefits for more than seven years now.   I 
worked for a year and a half at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Board of Veterans’ Appeals, immediately after law 
school, but felt that I wanted to have more say and more pow-
er to help Veterans.   I decided to help Veterans with their 
claims at the Board of Veterans’ Appeals as an attorney with 
Vietnam Veterans of America. I was able to communicate 
with Veterans and learn their stories by actually listening to 
them.   Shortly thereafter, I moved to represent Veterans at 
the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims through the Vet-
erans Consortium Pro Bono Program (the Consortium).   
As an attorney at the Consortium, I have reviewed almost 
400 cases and directly represented many Veterans with their 
claims against the Department of Veterans Affairs.  When I 
review each Veteran’s file, I draw a picture of him or her in 
my attempt to understand the case better.   More often than 
not, I tear up, because the Veterans not only struggle with 
disabilities, but face endless claims process.  I try to help ac-
celerate the claims process as much as I can and bring about 
positive outcomes.  The gratitude that I get leaves me speech-
less, because I am overcome with happiness that I could help 

someone who truly deserves it.   Our nation truly needs to 
show more gratitude to Veterans who risk their lives to keep 
us safe.   I sincerely hope that my work contributes to and 
encourages more of this gratitude.  

— Elizabeth Miheikin Pesin

No feeling compares to helping a deserving person right 
a legal wrong.  This is particularly true when the person is 
a low income senior who would otherwise have no help. I 
had the privilege of representing Jeanette Brown in her battle 
against the MTA for mobility services through a pro bono 
assignment from Senior Legal Services.  Every time I think 
of this deeply rewarding experience, a smile comes to my 
face.  Like many seniors in Baltimore City with significant 
physical limitations, Ms. Brown relies on MTA mobility 
services for transportation, primarily for medical appoint-
ments.  She applied and qualified for MTA mobility services 
based on advanced degenerative joint disease in her knees, 
which prevented her from being able to utilize the regular 
MTA bus service.  However, when required to reapply after 
using the service for many years, her application was denied.  
The MTA relied upon a clearly superficial and result oriented 
evaluation that was riddled with inconsistencies, erroneous 
assumptions, and blatantly incorrect information.  With the 
help of Ms. Brown’s honest and heartfelt testimony, bolstered 
by a supportive affidavit from her treating physician, I pre-
sented evidence at her appeal before an Administrative Law 
Judge to rebut the MTA’s evaluation.  Thankfully, the Judge 
took the time to carefully weigh and consider the evidence. 
She reversed the MTA decision and restored Ms. Brown’s 
mobility service.  The day I received the decision and called 
Ms. Brown to share the good news was one of the most sat-
isfying of my legal career.  The kind note of thanks I received 
in the mail from Ms. Brown several days later was icing on a 
very gratifying cake.

— George Tankard, Co-Chair, BABC Pro Bono Committee

How Has Pro Bono Enriched Your Life?
(compiled by Jennifer Matzye)
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Waiting for pro bono: Unaccompanied 
children go to court alone
by Catherine D. Hulme, Esq., Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland

In the past two years, nearly 5,000 unaccompanied children 
have come to Maryland seeking safety and refuge from vio-
lence in their home counties. With legal representation, these 
children are far more likely to gain status to remain in the 
United States and greater hope for a better future. One recent 
study, conducted by the Transactional Records Access Clear-
inghouse at Syracuse University, found that ninety percent of 
children who appeared in court alone were ordered to be re-
moved from the country. Those with representation, however, 
were four times more likely to remain in the United States. 

Meet Maria and Jose. They need an attorney.
Maria, age 10, cannot remember the last time she spoke 

with her mother or father. In El Salvador, a cruel gang, MS 13, 
threated to kill or draft her into a life of violence and prostitu-
tion. Jose, age 14, lived in Honduras with a father who spent 
all of his money at bars, forcing Jose to drop out of school and 
work long, grueling days on a farm without any protection 
form harsh pesticides.

Family members in the United States recently depleted their 
severely limited resources and paid for Maria and Jose to travel 
across the border. But, upon entry to the U.S. they were caught 
and kept in a detention center before they were able to get to 
their families. Although they are now released from the deten-
tion center, and living with their families, they live with the 
uncertainty of what is going to happen next because they have 
been placed in removal (deportation) proceedings and must 
appear before a judge in 21 days.

Without money to pay for an attorney, Maria and Jose will 
go to court alone.

An overwhelming number of children just like Maria and 
Jose are unable to retain private attorneys for their immigra-
tion proceedings. The treacherous journey across the border is 
expensive, and families often have few, if any, dollars left to put 
towards an unaccompanied child’s legal defense.

Without representation, Maria and Jose may never find out 
that they have legal claims which would allow them to remain 

in the United States. Without help, they will likely be deport-
ed right back to the dangerous situations from which they es-
caped.

Maryland has a dedicated network of immigration legal 
services providers where unaccompanied children can seek 
free or low-cost legal representation, but the sudden, massive 
demand for services exceeds the capacity of these already busy 
providers and their existing pro bono networks. As a result, 
even proactive unaccompanied children who seek help will 
wait many months before they can receive legal help with their 
valid claims. In the meantime, they go to court alone. Without 
knowledge or information about the process, unaccompanied 
children can easily become discouraged and give up their ef-
forts to find or wait for an attorney; causing children with valid 
claims to be deported.

The Unaccompanied Children Pro Bono Project is recruit-
ing volunteer attorneys to help children like Maria and Jose 
with their valid legal claims. 

Coordinated by Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland 
(PBRC), the Unaccompanied Children Pro Bono Project sup-
plements the legal services community’s efforts to offer pro 
bono representation to unaccompanied children relocating to 
Maryland. The Project offers training, mentorship, malprac-
tice insurance, interpreters and case support for volunteer at-
torneys who agree to help make a difference in an unaccom-
panied child’s life. 

You can give children like Maria and Jose hope and critical 
advice by volunteering at a clinic.

Volunteering for Legal Clinics
In August, in partnership with Catholic Charities – The Es-

peranza Center, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND), and Capital 
Area Immigrants’ Rights (CAIR) Coalition, PBRC launched a 
brief advice clinic at the Baltimore Immigration Court.  At the 
clinic, volunteer attorneys barred in any state interview unrep-
resented, unaccompanied children to identify their eligibility 
for common forms of immigration relief; provide advice on 

C O N T I N U E D  O N  PA G E  1 1



B A R R I S T E R 1 1

1 1
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

 

Are you looking to expand your practice? 
Are you interested becoming involved with a public service? 

 
Join the Lawyer Referral and Information Service 

 

LRIS 
 

For more information visit 
www.baltimorebar.org/referral  

 
LRIS is an ABA certified program, offered by  

The Bar Association of Baltimore City 

 
 

their immigration options; and connect them to the network 
of immigration legal services providers. By identifying pos-
sible forms of relief and explaining what they should expect 
during their immigration proceedings, volunteer attorneys 
provide critical education and resource information and show 
the children that there is hope. 

“I really enjoyed volunteering at the clinic,” says clinic vol-
unteer Cassandra Miranda-Valladares, Esq., “The clinic co-
ordinators were very supportive and the forms I used with 
the clients, which were provided by the clinic, were fantastic. 
The best part of the clinic was leaving with the sense that you 
helped someone who might otherwise not have had access to 
the information the clinic provided.”

You can accept a child’s Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
case and take children like Maria and Jose off the pro bono 
waitlist.  

Representing Children in Family Court
Through the Project, Maryland barred attorneys can also 

handle an unaccompanied child’s case on a pro bono basis. 
Children who have been abandoned, abused, or neglected by 

one or more parent are eligible for Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status (SIJS), but applying for SIJS starts with a petition for 
guardianship or custody in Maryland family court. Volunteer 
attorneys are needed to represent the child’s sponsor (the adult 
responsible for the child in the U.S.) to start the petition pro-
cess and ensure that the judge includes all necessary SIJS find-
ings in the order. The sponsor’s family law petition is the vital 
first step in obtaining SIJS for an unaccompanied child.

Getting involved is easy. Register for an online training to-
day! 

Project training courses are available as online webcasts you 
can view at your convenience. Whether you volunteer at Proj-
ect clinics or take on a case, you will have access to mentor-
ship, interpreters, and malpractice insurance. To learn more 
about the Unaccompanied Children Pro Bono Project, visit 
http://www.probonomd.org/about-unaccompanied-children 
or contact PBRC’s Unaccompanied Children Pro Bono Project 
Manager, Catherine D. Hulme, Esq., at chulme@probonomd.
org or 443-465-4627.

Children should not have to go to court alone. By volun-
teering at the clinic or taking a case, you will make a perma-
nent difference in an unaccompanied child’s life.

http://www.probonomd.org/about-unaccompanied-children
mailto:chulme@probonomd.org
mailto:chulme@probonomd.org
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Providing free or low-cost legal services can have a pro-
found impact on the lives of Marylanders living close to or 
in poverty. Legal representation promotes self-sufficiency and 
can be life changing as it often means the difference between 
becoming homeless or saving a home, losing a child or gaining 
custody, bankruptcy or economic stability and unemployment 
or gainful work.

As the executive director of the largest pro bono civil legal 
services organization in Maryland, 

I know that attorneys sometimes can find it difficult to do-
nate their billable hours to help those in need. Occasionally, a 

lawyer may feel the financial necessity of paying clients pre-
vents them from doing pro bono. Lawyers volunteering with 
MVLS have come to appreciate that their time is well spent 
with Marylanders who truly need civil legal assistance to help 
protect their most basic fundamental rights. To the thousands 
of volunteer attorneys who volunteer for one of the state’s legal 
services organizations and our clients, we offer our heartfelt 
gratitude.

For our fellow attorneys who haven’t committed to doing 

The McCammon Group
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral

The Honorable Martin P. Welch retired recently after more than twenty-one years of distinguished 
judicial service, including ten years as Judge in Charge of the Family Division and four years as 
Chief Judge of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City. Prior to his service on the bench, he spent 
twelve years in the Baltimore City Solicitor’s Office, first in the Contracts and Tax, Pensions and 
Finance Sections and later in the Corporate Division. A leader in the community, he has served 
on the boards of numerous educational, charitable, and business organizations. Judge Welch now 
brings this distinct record of dedication and achievement to The McCammon Group to serve 
the mediation and arbitration needs of lawyers and litigants throughout Maryland and beyond.

Hon. Martin P. Welch (Ret.)
Retired Chief Judge

Circuit Court for Baltimore City

Dispute Resolution and Prevention
For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout MD, DC, and VA,  
call 1-888-343-0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Baltimore City Ba_  HalF_  7.85” x 5.4375

Calling All Attorneys: 5 Reasons 
to Do Pro Bono
by Bonnie Sullivan, Executive Director of Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS)
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pro bono yet or haven’t participated in pro bono for a while, 
I share the top five reasons to give you a nudge in the right 
direction.

Reason No. 1 – Learn New Skills
Whether volunteers are seasoned professionals or recently 

barred, doing pro bono can help lawyers learn a new area of 
law. Lawyers can try new things like first chairing a trial, work-
ing directly with clients or doing transactional work when it is 
convenient. MVLS has staff attorneys and hundreds of men-
tors across the state who can support lawyers when they try 
a new area of law. What’s more, we make it easy to report pro 
bono time by tracking our volunteer’s hours. Maryland law-
yers are expected to fulfill an aspirational goal of 50 hours per 
year, and are required to report on their pro bono activities 
annually. 

Reason No. 2 – Build Your Practice
Doing pro bono helps lawyers expand their networks by 

connecting with local bar leaders, attorney trailblazers and 
members of the bench. At MVLS, we profile our volunteer’s 
work in our annual reports, e-newsletters, through industry 
awards, recognition to local courts and in the media.

Reason No. 3 – Get Courtroom Experience
When volunteering for a civil legal services organization 

like MVLS, attorneys can gain courtroom experience in a va-
riety of practice areas, including divorce, landlord/tenant, debt 
collection and tort defense. Alternatively, volunteer attorneys 
can choose cases that do not require litigation like estate plan-
ning, estate administration, expungement or contract review. 

Reason No. 4 – Receive Malpractice Insurance
There may be hesitation when signing on to do pro bono 

work – especially if lawyers are recently barred – because they 
are concerned about covering the costs of malpractice insur-
ance. At MVLS, we provide malpractice insurance for all cases 
referred through our organization, both at clinics and for full 
representation. 

Reason No. 5 – Help Your Community
It goes without saying that providing pro bono civil legal 

services will help to support the Maryland community. Ac-
cording to a study by the Access to Justice Commission, 57.37 
percent of full-time lawyers have participated in pro bono 
work over the past eleven years and 22.2 percent met the as-
pirational goal of 50 hours a year. Imagine how many more 
Marylanders could be helped if upwards of 80 percent of full-
time lawyers participated in pro bono work. Our legal com-
munity would be well on its way to closing the justice gap in 
Maryland. 

MVLS had more than 800 active volunteers lawyers who 

accepted a case during our most recent fiscal year. These at-
torneys are at large and small law firms, solo practitioners and 
government workers. Without these volunteers, MVLS would 
not have closed 2,067 cases last year.

If I can’t persuade you to try doing pro bono work for 
low-income Marylanders, maybe some of our clients will in-
spire you to help.

“It has made me realize that there are human beings who 
truly care about other human beings in need of help.” – D. B., 
Baltimore City

“If it wasn’t for MVLS, I couldn’t get a job. They saved my 
nursing license.” – S. H., Kent County

“The safety of my children was the biggest issue and now I 
feel they are safe and I can sleep with some comfort. I would 
not have been able to handle this case on my own.” – C. D., 
Baltimore County

“I don’t feel trapped and hopeless anymore and I [can] 
make the right decisions for me and my daughter.” – L. D., 
Cecil County

“[This experience] has made me understand that justice is 
for all, no matter one’s status, even when poor.” – Y. I., Mont-
gomery County 

For attorneys interested in learning more about Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS), please visit www.mvlslaw.
org or email me at bsullivan@mvlslaw.org. 

About Bonnie Sullivan
Bonnie Sullivan is the executive director of Maryland Volun-

teer Lawyers Service (MVLS), a statewide organization serving 
Maryland’s low-income residents by offering legal services and 
full representation for civil legal cases. Prior to joining MVLS 
in 2006, Bonnie practiced law in the District of Columbia as 
an environmental lawyer for more than 20 years. Most recently, 
Bonnie was the assistant general counsel at the United Planning 
Organization (UPO) in Washington, D.C.

Bonnie is an active member of the Maryland legal communi-
ty. She is a board member of Civil Justice and a member of the 
Bar Association of Baltimore City, Baltimore County Bar Asso-
ciation and the Maryland Standing Committee on Pro Bono. In 
addition, Bonnie serves on the executive committee of the Na-
tional Association of Pro Bono Professionals as treasurer. Pre-
viously, she served on the boards of Marymount University and 
the District of Columbia Children’s Advocacy Center, and she 
was a member of the Maryland Access to Justice Commission. 
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So You Want to Volunteer Around  
Baltimore? You Can’t Handle the Truth!
by John Magiros

Yes you can. I’ve just always wanted to say that to a lawyer I don’t 
know and I think I just did. So you want to volunteer in Charm City? 
First of all, good and thank you. You’ve taken the first step towards 
bettering your community, other people’s lives and subsequently 
your own. Baltimore is such a great town full of great people and it’s 
in the unique position of being a malleable city. Not too big but not 
too small. Juuuust right for us to have real impact and make it what 
we want. And don’t think for a second that when I say “we” I’m ex-
cluding people in their 20s and 30s. Don’t be crazy. You’re so crazy 
when you think like that. This city has immeasurable potential in its 
youthful population. Charities need you from casual volunteer to 
board member.  

Step one is out of the way, now what? Well that’s a big, multifaceted 
question. What cause do you align with? How much time do you 
have to commit? What kind of work do you want to do and what 
charities need you? How do you personally want to benefit? How 
do you start? These are often the questions that eventually stop most 
people from doing anything other than donating money. Don’t get 
me wrong, money is awesome and everyone should give it to at least 
one cause of their choice but that’s not what we’re talking about here. 
We’re talking professional skill to joining a board of directors, shovel 
to dirt, mentor to mentee… involvement. We’re not talking practice 
we’re talking involvement. 

This barrier to entry is why five friends of mine and I creat-
ed an organization to connect volunteers who want to explore the 
non-profit scene with the diverse array of charities that need them. 
It’s called Volunteering Untapped (www.volunteeringuntapped.org). 
We set up several concurrent volunteering events or one big event 
on the second Saturday of every month and then arrange a party to 
celebrate the giving afterwards. No money necessary, no commit-
ment beyond one Saturday at a time and despite operating under 
the hashtag #voluntbeering, we keep it classy. Each Volunteering Un-
tapped event is designed to be impactful for the nonprofit, rewarding 
for the volunteers and fun for everyone. If you have the dollars and 
want some structured leadership education built in there are pro-
grams like GIVE (www.businessvolunteersmd.org) of which all our 
board members are graduates and other programs that are similar.

Regardless of the program, getting to know Baltimore, its needs 
and ways you can help is a very important part of finding the path to 
the right non-profit(s) for you. I can’t stress this enough. If your ca-
pacity to contribute isn’t there because the fit whether it’s due to time, 
interest, role etc., isn’t right then you’re not going to be as effective and 

you’re not going to be happy about the time you’re giving. Even if you 
already have a cause that’s close to your soul, experience is important. 
“Not all those who wander are lost.” Thank you J.R.R. Tolkien, Lord 
of the Rings. Having a better understanding of the broader volunteer-
ing landscape will allow you to either take different solutions you’ve 
absorbed to be a better value add or avoid a particular organization 
or role that isn’t optimal.         

Lastly, it’s important to be open to different experiences. That’s ap-
plicable to both the cause and the organization. As an example, one 
of the best volunteering experiences I’ve had yet was helping refugees 
create resumes. Didn’t see that coming. Just try and not learn about 
someone’s life when helping them write an employment advertise-
ment for themselves from scratch. You won’t. As far as organizations 
I’ll say in my experience that while having the word “National” in the 
title sounds super cool, local organizations are not to be overlooked. 
They have their advantages too. And if you don’t find an organization 
that is addressing a need as well as you’d like then don’t be afraid to 
start one. You want to open the second “Derek Zoolander Center for 
Kids that Can’t Read Good” then do it. There’s a community of peo-
ple around that will support you. That’s what I love most about this 
city.

John Magiros, CFP ®  

Vice President

Wealth Advisor | Leibowitz Magiros Group | Private Wealth 
Management

Morgan Stanley Global Wealth Management, LLC

(p): 410-494-1875   (f): 443-552-3450   (e) john.magiros@mor-
ganstanley.com   

NMLS #: 1401614

Submitted for publication by Divya Potdar, Esq. (BABC Mem-
ber)

John Magiros has used his finance background to assist the 
BABC Young Lawyers Division, including sponsoring an ed-
ucational event last year to educate young practitioners about 
student loan repayment, investments, retirement savings, and 
other financial planning topics. 
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In Memoriam
Ronna K. Jablow, 1965-2015

Ronna Jablow passed away on Sep-
tember 25, 2015, after fighting extend-
ed illness. She leaves her husband Matt, 
two children, and many in the Balti-
more courthouses who appreciated 
her service and promotion of ‘alterna-
tive dispute resolution’ in civil cases. A 
graduate of Brooklyn Law School and 

Tufts University, Ms. Jablow served for eight years as Pro-
gram Director for the Circuit Court’s Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) programs in the Civil Docket. She super-
vised and oversaw vital expansion and improvements in both 
the Mediation and Pretrial Settlement Conference Programs 
of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City. By her leadership and 
expertise, Ronna Jablow contributed greatly to the develop-
ment and improvement of effective ADR programs across 
the state.

As the Circuit Court Program Director, Ms. Jablow super-
vised ADR activities intended to promote dispute resolution 
before trial of court-filed cases. Court-ordered mediation 
and pre-trial settlement conferences provide such opportu-
nities. Ms. Jablow’s administration of those Circuit Court 
ADR programs, and her work with state-wide program activ-
ities, significantly advanced ADR opportunities throughout 
Maryland. Starting with nascent ADR efforts in the Court 
in 2007, Ms. Jablow continually improved and strengthened 
the programs. She implemented procedures that encourage 
litigants and lawyers to participate in ADR and benefit from 
negotiated agreements without costly trials. She worked tire-
lessly with the bench and bar to make ADR processes readily 
available to litigants, and to improve the quality of media-

tion services. She designed educational programs for ADR 
providers, promoted mentoring opportunities for ADR pro-
viders, and implemented an internship program for students 
in mediation classes at the University of Maryland Carey 
School of Law. She was a frequent author on ADR subjects, 
and published a periodic ADR Newsletter for the Court.

Ms. Jablow was a skilled Mediator, and worked with doz-
ens of Mediators and Volunteer Settlement Officers, qualified 
and approved to conduct court-ordered ADR in thousands 
of cases. She worked with staff and judges on the Court to 
identify and implement best practices, and to assure that 
requirements of applicable Maryland Rules, especially Title 
17, were fulfilled.  Ms. Jablow was responsible for periodic 
reports about all program activities to the Court, the public, 
and the ADR community. Her reports and record-keeping 
practices were a model for other “MACRO” grantees funded 
through the Administrative Office of the Courts.  She partic-
ipated in statewide activities to promote excellence in ADR 
services and to develop a web-based data collection and ADR 
program improvement system. In Baltimore City, participat-
ing attorneys were surveyed and reported a high level of ap-
preciation and satisfaction with the court-sponsored media-
tion process.  

Ronna Jablow’s good will, good humor, and keen sensi-
bilities, were critical ingredients to her successful working 
relationships with attorneys, clients, mediators, and judges, 
and to her successful administration of the court-sponsored 
ADR programs. She was greatly admired and her passing is a 
sad loss for the courthouse community.
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Maryland Legal Services Organizations Receive $1.3 Million 
Grant to Help Keep Low-Income Older Adults in their Homes
“Project Household” Designed to Pre-

serve Homeownership in Baltimore City
Baltimore, Maryland- October 6, 2015 – There is a tre-

mendous unmet need for civil legal services among Baltimore 
City’s seniors, particularly in the areas of housing and finan-
cial stability. To address this need, The Leonard and Helen 
R. Stulman Charitable Foundation awarded Maryland Legal 
Aid, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS), Pro Bono 
Resource Center of Maryland (PBRC) and the Bar Associa-
tion of Baltimore City’s Senior Legal Services program (SLS) 
grants totaling $1,377,111 over three years. These grants will 
be used to provide legal services to preserve homeownership 
and sustainable housing for low income Baltimoreans age 60 
and older. The four agencies launched Project Household on 
October 1, 2015 and the program is expected to run through 
September 2018.

The holistic approach among the partner agencies will focus 
on preserving homeownership through four primary areas, 
including:

• Avoiding loss of homeownership through foreclosure 
or tax sale

• Promoting the financial stability necessary for home-
ownership

• Preventing and addressing financial exploitation that 
can lead to the loss of homeownership

• Creating advance planning documents to ensure 
homes are not lost due to a lack of clear title

Project Household will fund a coordinated legal services 
system for seniors, including a Senior Legal Helpline, com-
munity clinics and education, legal representation throughout 
a case, community outreach and lawyers in the community. 
Project Household will also work in tandem with Housing 
Upgrades to Benefit Seniors (HUBS), a project which places 
social workers in the community to coordinate necessary re-
pairs, weatherization and maintenance for homes owned by 
seniors. Project Household agencies anticipate serving more 
than 3,400 seniors through this project, which in turn directly 
strengthens the stability of communities in Baltimore City.

“This project is a perfect match for the mission and priori-
ties of the Stulman Foundation, which supports initiatives that 
enable seniors to remain in their own communities and stay 
active in community life as they age,” said Cathy Brill, Execu-
tive Director of The Leonard and Helen R. Stulman Charita-

ble Foundation. “By improving legal services for low-income 
Baltimore City seniors, these older adults can remain in their 
communities as homeowners and vital participants in com-
munity life. We are looking forward to the collaboration of the 
leading legal services organizations in Maryland.”  

Baltimore City residents who are age 60 or older and need 
legal help should contact the Senior Legal Helpline at (410) 
951-7750. 

About Maryland Legal Aid
Maryland Legal Aid, established in 1911, is a private, 

non-profit law firm providing free, civil legal services to 
low-income people statewide. Maryland Legal Aid serves Bal-
timore City and Maryland’s 23 counties from 12 full-service 
offices and handles a wide range of legal matters involving 
family, housing, government benefits, healthcare, elder, edu-
cation, employment, and consumer law. Through a number of 
special projects, Maryland Legal Aid also represents children 
in CINA (Child in Need of Assistance) proceedings, home-
owners facing foreclosure, migrant and seasonal farm work-
ers, nursing home and assisted living residents, and veterans 
seeking benefits and assistance with related legal issues.

About Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS)
With a 35-year history and a mission to provide access to 

justice for all, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) 
serves Maryland’s low-income residents by offering counsel-
ing and full representation for civil legal cases. MVLS matches 
clients with volunteer lawyers who represent them in a wide 
range of consumer and family situations, including foreclo-
sure, bankruptcy, income tax disputes, landlord/tenant dis-
putes, denial of public benefits, wills, divorce/custody and 
deed changes. For more information about MVLS, visit www.
mvlslaw.org. 

About Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland
Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland, Inc. (PBRC) is the 

statewide coordinator of volunteer civil legal services. PBRC’s 
mission is to promote equal access to justice in Maryland by 
coordinating and supporting volunteer civil legal services, 
providing resources and support for legal advocates for the 
poor, and promoting cooperation within the legal community. 
PBRC develops projects that target specific areas of vital legal 
need such as foreclosure and tax sale prevention, consumer 
protection, veterans’ legal assistance, family mediation and 
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unaccompanied children and impacts over 800 clients annu-
ally with immediate legal assistance. For more information, 
please visit: www.probonomd.org.

About Senior Legal Services
Senior Legal Services (SLS) is a joint program of The Bar 

Association of Baltimore City and the Baltimore Bar Foun-
dation. Founded in 1992 as Legal Services to the Elderly, SLS 
provides vital pro bono legal services to low-income seniors, 
aged 60 and over, in Baltimore City. We advise and represent 
clients on a broad range of civil legal matters, including es-
tate planning, consumer and debt collection issues, landlord/
tenant disputes, housing matters, foreclosure prevention, pro-
bate and guardianship. The mission of SLS is to provide quality 
legal services to an underserved population at risk of losing 
resources to empower them to age in place and thrive in their 
community. For more information, visit www.baltimorese-
niorlegalservices.org. 

About Leonard and Helen R.  
Stulman Charitable Foundation

The Leonard and Helen R. Stulman Charitable Foundation 
works to improve life in Maryland by supporting innovative 

work in the areas of mental health, health, and aging.  Found-
ed in 2001, the foundation makes grants to improve treatment 
and outcomes for people with mental illness, prevent and 
manage chronic disease, and enable senior citizens to age in 
community.  

For more information
Maryland Legal Aid
Ashley Fails
phone: (410) 951-7683
email: afails@mdlab.org   
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS)
Andrea D. Martin
phone: 443.927.6183
email: andrea@consultmartin.com
Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland (PBRC)
Margaret Henn, Director of Housing Programs
phone: 410-837-9379 ext. 3048
email: sgoldsmith@probonomd.org
 Senior Legal Services
Natalie L. Grossman, Director
phone: 410-396-5277
email:  ngrossman@baltimorebar.org

Personal Attention with Professionalism...

YOU DESERVE IT!

Locations in:
Baltimore • Towson • Rockville • Annapolis • ColumBia • Washington, D.c.

toll Free: 1.800.837.2285 • Baltimore: 410.494.8300 • Washington: 202.234.8300 • Fax: 410.385.1883
www.artmiller.com • scheDuling@artmiller.com

COnCEnTRaTIng In MEDICal MalpRaCTICE, BUSInESS,  
anD paTEnT lITIgaTIOn DEpOSITIOnS. √
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The client services offered by TriBridge Partners include four key 
areas: Insurance, Benefits, Investments and Financial Planning.  For 
individual clients, each of these areas can play an important role in 
the formulation of a sound financial strategy. However, law firms and 
solo-practitioners the area of Benefits often takes center stage because 
of their significant cost and their substantial benefit to employees.  

The two most talked about employee benefits are typically Health 
Insurance and Retirement Plans.  These benefits are ones that em-
ployees see and touch everyday, so they typically bubble up to the top 
of the list in terms of a priority to a law firm.  While adequate health 
insurance and a retirement plan are key to retaining and attracting 
key employees, there is another benefit that is equally important, yet 
is often overlooked.  That benefit is Long Term Disability (LTD) In-
surance.  

For those of us in the benefits arena it was distressing to see that, 
68% of private sector workers do not have long-term disability insur-
ance as part of their employee benefits package.  This could potential-
ly be connected to the fact that individuals do not appreciate the risk 
of becoming disabled.  64% of wage earners believe they have a 2% 
or less chance of being disabled for 3 months or more during their 
working career. The actual odds for a worker entering the workforce 
today are about 25%.  It seems that neither individuals nor businesses 
are making disability income insurance a priority.

Why is Long Term Disability Insurance so important and why 
do a lot of firms leave this important benefit out of their package of 
benefits?  

The importance of Disability Income Insurance lies in this statis-
tic.  Just over 1 in 4 of today’s 20 year-olds will become disabled be-
fore they retire.  The virtual elimination or significant reduction in in-
come that can result from an illness or injury can redirect the course 
of one’s life and have far reaching consequences for your family.  All 
of a sudden, providing life’s necessities (food, housing, clothing, etc.) 
could constrain your ability to provide life’s niceties (a car, college for 
your children, savings for retirement etc.), and eliminate life’s luxuries 
(vacation, travel, a second home, etc.).  

Why do many law firms not include long term disability insur-
ance in their benefit offerings?  

The answer obviously differs for each individual firm; however, 
the most common feedback we hear is that the rising costs for Health 
Insurance dominate benefits budgets and reduce the variety and val-
ue of other benefits that can be offered.  This is certainly a valid con-
cern, however, not an insurmountable one. 

There are many different ways to structure Firm-Sponsored Dis-
ability Income Insurance Plans to make them efficient and affordable.  
They can either be paid for entirely by the firm, offered on a volun-

tary basis or some combination of the two.  No matter who pays the 
premiums, however, the overall cost of long term disability insurance 
can be affected by any of several modifications to the program: 

• Reduce or extend the amount of time before one receives 
benefits

• Reduce or extend the length of time benefits are payable

• Raise or lower the amount of benefit that is payable to the in-
sured

• Include or eliminate additional optional benefits.

• As a BABC and/or MSBA member there are discount pro-
grams available through TriBridge Partners.

Devising a balanced Benefits program, including long term dis-
ability insurance, can be challenging; but, it is not impossible.  It is 
important to prioritize when choosing among the many types of 
benefits available; and, when setting priorities for your employees’ 
benefits, disability insurance should be right near the top.

Bureau of Labor Statistics, National Compensation Survey, 
March 2011, http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/benefits/2011/owner-
ship/private/table12a.htm

Council for Disability Awareness, Disability Divide Con-
sumer Disability Awareness Study, 2010 U.S. Social Security 
Administration, Fact Sheet February 7, 2013

U.S. Social Security Administration, Fact Sheet February 7, 
2013

John M. Morris is a registered representative of and offers 
securities, investment advisory and financial planning services 
through MML Investors Services, LLC.  Member SIPC (www.
sipc.org).   Supervisory office: 11350 McCormick Rd., Execu-
tive Plaza IV, Ste 200, Hunt Valley, MD 21031 - 410.785.7654.  
TriBridge Partners, LLC is not an affiliate or subsidiary of 
MML Investors Services, LLC or its affiliated companies.

John M. Morris,, CA Insurance License #0E77820

TriBridge Partners is the exclusive benefits broker for the 
Bar Associations Insurance Trust

Make Disability Income Benefits a Priority
by John C. Morris, CFP
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An Overview of National Adoption Day
by Erika F. Slater, Esq.

Rarely are days in 
court as joyously an-
ticipated as National 
Adoption Day.  On 
November 21, 2015, 
the Bar Association 
of Baltimore City 
in conjunction with 
the Circuit Court for 
Baltimore City and 
the Baltimore City 
Department of So-
cial Services will be 
hosting their 10th 
annual National 
Adoption Day Cel-
ebration. The adop-
tions of more than 
thirty children of all 
ages currently in fos-
ter care will be finalized that day with hundreds of people 
cheering and celebrating the new families.  Tears of joy flow 
as each family is handed their adoption decree and together 
begin their lives as a new and enriched family.

After the adoptions are finalized in the ceremonial court-
room of the Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse, there is a 
grand celebration of the new families in Kaplan Court on the 
second floor.  There the children are delighted with balloon 
artists, face painters, activity stations, refreshments and cake 
and colorful bags filled with gifts, goodies and toys for each 
adopted child.  What better way to start the holiday season 
than to celebrate the love and devotion of these forever fam-
ilies and to highlight the need for more loving adoptive fam-
ilies for the many children remaining in foster care.  Judges, 

social workers, lawyers, law clerks, children, families and 
friends honor the families and enjoy the festivities together. 
Each year the entire event is lovingly presented by volunteers 
from across the community who are delighted to be a part of 
this most special day.

Held the Saturday before Thanksgiving each year, Na-
tional Adoption Day is a collective national effort to raise 
awareness of the more than 100,000 children in foster care in 
the U.S. waiting to find permanent, loving families. Nation-
al Adoption Day was launched in November 2000 in nine 
jurisdictions nationwide and now has spread to more than 
400 events across all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Nearly 50,000 children have been adopted from foster care 
on National Adoption Day in the last 15 years.  



B A R R I S T E R2 0

2 0
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

Member in the Spotlight
Sharon E. Goldsmith, Founding Executive Director, Pro Bono Resource 
Center of Maryland, Inc.

As founding Executive Director of 
the Pro Bono Resource Center of Mary-
land, Inc. (PBRC), Sharon E. Goldsmith 
has dedicated the majority of her career 
to promoting equal access to justice by 
developing and facilitating organized 
pro bono services.   PBRC, which was 
founded in 1990, is one of only a hand-

ful of independent statewide support centers for pro bono 
legal services in the United States. The non-profit operates 
an extensive training and referral program for volunteers, 
incubates new pro bono projects targeting specific areas of 
need, and organizes statewide legal services conferences and 
forums.  Under her leadership, PBRC was responsible for 
spearheading the award-winning Foreclosure Prevention Pro 
Bono Project, the largest and most successful organized pro 
bono effort in the state.  With her guidance, PBRC has also 
incubated numerous collaborative pro bono projects around 
such issues as veterans’ benefits, consumer protection and 
family mediation, witnessing a dramatic increase in pro bono 
services in Maryland.  Ms. Goldsmith played an instrumental 
role in facilitating the establishment of the Maryland Judicial 
Commission on Pro Bono, and the adoption of various rules 
on defining and reporting pro bono service hours.  Ms. Gold-
smith serves on the Court of Appeals of Maryland’s Standing 
Committee on Pro Bono Legal Service and provides techni-
cal assistance and support to the local pro bono committees 
and pro bono legal services organizations across the state.

Prior to joining the Pro Bono Resource Center, Ms. Gold-
smith served as a judicial law clerk to Hon. John Carroll By-
rnes in the Circuit Court for Baltimore City and was a lit-
igation attorney with Whiteford, Taylor & Preston where, 
among other practice areas, she litigated pro bono domestic 
violence and special education cases.  Ms. Goldsmith recent-
ly completed her term as the Chair of Policy and Advocacy 
Committee of the ABA’s Standing Committee on Pro Bono 

and Public Service which revised the ABA Standards for 
Programs Providing Civil Pro Bono Legal Services to Per-
sons of Limited Means, and sat as a member of the Maryland 
Access to Justice Commission, and the Maryland State Bar 
Association’s Section Council on Delivery of Legal Services 
which she also chaired.  She serves as an executive commit-
tee member of the National Association of Pro Bono Pro-
fessionals, presents at numerous ABA/NLADA Equal Justice 
and Pro Bono Conferences, and has lectured for the Practis-
ing Law Institute (PLI). Her public service activities include 
co-founding Jewish Legal Services, a walk-in volunteer legal 
services clinic in Baltimore City, and serving as a founding 
Board Member of the Maryland Immigrants’ Rights Coali-
tion.  She was honored with the Weinberg Foundation’s Aim 
for Excellence Award, The Daily Record’s Leadership in Law 
Award, and named one of the Top 100 Women by The Daily 
Record twice.  Additional recognition include The Women’s 
Law Center’s Access to Justice Award in 2010, the Mary-
land Legal Aid Bureau’s Human Rights and Access to Justice 
Champion Award in 2012, an ABA Presidential Citation for 
her leadership efforts in Maryland and on the national level 
in 2013, and the Maryland Legal Services Benjamin L. Car-
din Distinguished Service Award in 2014.  Ms. Goldsmith 
earned her J.D. from the George Washington University’s Na-
tional Law Center.

Full Name: Sharon E. Goldsmith, Esq.
Hometown: Baltimore
Undergrad/Law school: University of Maryland Honors; 
National Law Center of the George Washington University
Married: Yes, Coos Hamburger
Children: Two, ages 16 and 19
Pets: Wonderfully sweet and smart Labradoodle
Favorite restaurant: Casual - Ikaros; upscale - Linwoods
If this were Sunday, what would you be doing? Spending 
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time with my family
Favorite ice cream: Chocolate chip
Favorite movie: My Cousin Vinny
Favorite food: Homemade soups
Most memorable vacation: Trekking in Peru
Hobbies: Dancing, swimming, hiking and biking
Books you are reading now: The Empathy Exams; The Lem-
on Tree
Favorite childhood memory: Hiking and exploring in the 
local park
When you were a child, what did you 
want to be when you grew up?: A lawyer 
fighting for justice for those without a voice
Two places you would most like to visit: 
India, Bali
Orioles or Ravens?: Orioles
Movie or Book?: Movie
Walters or BMA?: Walters
Hero: Malala Yousafzai
Most interesting case tried/heard: Con-
fession by the mother of a man who mur-
dered his wife by drowning her in a bath 
tub 
Most embarrassing story: Forgetting my 
lines in a play
Most famous person you met: James Tay-
lor
Any fears?: The spread of terrorism and 
crackdown on women’s rights internation-
ally
How has the Bar Association impacted 
your life/career?: It has introduced 
me to wonderful new people and interest-
ing opportunities which I would not have 
been exposed to otherwise. 
One thing most people do not know about 
you: I have a motorcycle license.
If you had to leave your house (never to 
return) with only three items, what would 
you take?: Family photos, my computer 
and a family heirloom.  
If you could live your life over, would you 
change anything?: I would take more risks, 
travel to exotic places, spend more fun time 
with friends, and dance more! 
Any other question/answer you would 

like to give: I’ve been fortunate to have encountered some 
of the best, brightest and most compassionate people I can 
imagine through my career as a public interest advocate and 
coordinator of pro bono work. The volunteers, staff and legal 
services professionals are, by and large, deeply committed 
to changing lives for the better. They are magnanimous with 
their time and generous with their hearts. It is a privilege to 
work with such high caliber and inspirational individuals.

 

 

  

 



B A R R I S T E R2 2

2 2
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

Congratulations Patty on Your 40 Years with the BABC!!
On September 9th, Patty DeGuilmi received must deserved recognition for her 40 years of service to the Bar Association of 

Baltimore City.  Since 1975, Patty has been a dedicated, loyal and hard working member of the BABC family.  She is loved by 
all who have had the pleasure of working with her and we look forward to working with her for many more years to come!!
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APPELLATE REVIEW
by Levi S. Zaslow and Deborah Levi

Workers’ Compensation
Long v. Injured Workers’ Insurance Fund, No. 2615, Sept. 
Term, 2013 (Md. Ct. Spec. App. Sept. 30, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/2615s13.pdf. 

Issue: As a matter of first impression, when an injured work-
er is a sole proprietor, should his or her compensation un-
der the Maryland Workers’ Compensation Act, calculated as 
two-thirds of the employee’s average weekly wage (“AWW”), 
be based upon the income of the sole proprietorship after 
deducting business expenses or upon the gross profit of the 
sole proprietorship, without considering business expenses?

Held: The court noted that the general rule applied by oth-
er jurisdictions is that “’profits derived from a business are 
not to be considered as earnings and cannot be accepted as 
a measure of loss of earning power unless they are almost 
entirely a direct result of [the claimant’s] personal manage-
ment and endeavor.’” Slip op. at 16 (alteration in original).  
The court recognized a built-in exception to the general rule, 
applicable in this case, where an individual is “the only em-
ployee of the sole proprietorship, and all of the income of 
the sole proprietorship was the direct result of his ‘personal 
management and endeavor.’”  Id.  Mindful of this, the court 
stated that, while there were some cases from other juris-
dictions where wages were determined using gross income, 
they were distinguishable “because they involve situations 
where either: 1) the sole proprietorship had no net income; 
or 2) before the Commission, the claimant presented some 
alternative to net income as a basis of determining AWW.”  
Id. at 16-17.  Therefore, the court held “that under the cir-
cumstances of this case, the Commission did not err in con-
cluding that AWW should be based on Long’s net profits. As 
demonstrated, the overwhelming majority of cases decided 
by our sister states supports the conclusion reached by the 
Commission in this case. To disregard appellant’s business 
expenses in calculating the AWW of a sole proprietor would 

lead to an unjustifiably inflated AWW figure – a figure far 
higher than the economic advantage Long gained by work-
ing.”  Id. at 21.

Insurance
Rigby v. Allstate Indemnity Company, No. 0263, Sept. Term, 
2014 (Md. Ct. Spec. App. Sept. 30, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/0263s14.pdf. 

Issue: Whether the driver of an automobile “was a ‘depen-
dent person’ and therefore an ‘insured,’ under [an] umbrella 
policy, which defines ‘insured’ to include ‘any dependent per-
son’ in the policy holder’s care, ‘if that person is a resident of ’ 
the policy holder’s household.”  Slip op. at 6.

Held: Recognizing that no Maryland decision addressed this 
issue, the court analyzed two extra-territorial decisions pro-
viding analysis of the terms.  The court utilized the Kansas 
Supreme Court’s definition of “dependent person,” namely: 
“one who relies on another to provide ‘substantial contri-
butions . . . , without which he would be unable to afford 
the reasonable necessities of life.’”  Id. at 12 (ellipsis in origi-
nal).  In this case, although the driver lived in the same home 
as the policy holder, they were unrelated and he paid rent.  
Moreover, he moved in and out of the home on three sepa-
rate occasions.  Additionally, although they had a “semblance 
of familial relationship,” the policy holder never claimed 
the driver as a dependent on his tax return, never gave him 
any money, credit cards, or an allowance, never paid for his 
medical care or designated him as a beneficiary of his health 
insurance policy, and admitted that he exercised no control 
over his comings and goings.  Under the facts, the court 
held that the driver was not a “dependent person” within the 
meaning of the policy.  Id. at 13.

Citing the Michigan Supreme Court, the court also deter-
mined that the phrase “in the care of ” is not ambiguous and 
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applied that court’s non-exhaustive list of questions.  Con-
siderations include: 1) legal responsibility for care; 2) depen-
dency; 3) supervisory or disciplinary responsibility; 4) sub-
stantial essential financial support; 5) the circumstances of 
the living arrangements; 6) the age of the person alleged to be 
“in the care of ”; 7) his or her physical or mental health status; 
and 8) whether he or she is gainfully employed.  Id. at 15-16.  
The court observed that seven of the eight factors favored the 
conclusion that the driver was not “in the care of ” the policy 
holder.  Id. at 16.  Therefore, the court held that the driver 
was neither a “dependent person” nor “in the care of ” the 
policy holder.  Id. at 17.

Landlord-Tenant
Kirk v. Hilltop Apartments, LP, No. 2054, Sept. Term, 2013 
(Md. Ct. Spec. App. Sept. 30, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/2054s13.pdf. 

Issue: In a breach of lease action on a lease providing for 
automatically renewable one-year lease terms, whether the 
amount in controversy is calculated based on the number of 
months remaining in that year’s lease term or by multiply-
ing the annual fair market rental payment by the number of 
years remaining in the lessee’s life expectancy.

Held: The lessee’s lease, by its express terms, automatically 
renewed for successive one year terms unless terminated for 
good cause.  Therefore, the lessee had the right to possess 
the property for an indefinite period of time.  As such, “the 
correct method of calculating the amount in controversy in 
this case, that is, the value of [the Lessee]’s right to possession 
of the leased premises, should be determined by multiplying 
the annual fair market rental payment by her remaining esti-
mated life expectancy.” Slip op. at 16.

Guardianship

James B. Nutter & Co. v. Black, No. 1563, Sept. Term, 2013 
(Md. Ct. Spec. App. Sept. 30, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/1563s13.pdf. 

Issue: Where a disabled person, who has a court appointed 
guardian, entered into a reverse mortgage but the guardian 
later refuses to ratify it, is the agreement void or merely void-
able?

Held: The court recognized that a disabled person lacks the 
capacity to enter into a contract or convey an interest in real 
property.  Slip op. at 13.  Importantly, guardianship proceed-
ings afford constructive notice of one’s disability.  Id. at 13-
14.  Although Maryland’s guardianship statute does not di-
rectly address whether a deed conveyed by a disabled person 
is void, the court has previously held that a disabled person 
holds no legal title to property.  Id. at 22.  Therefore, the court 
held that the purported reverse mortgage transaction was 
void ab initio.  Id. at 25.

Lead Paint
Barr v. Rochkind, No. 1152, Sept. Term, 2014 (Md. Ct. Spec. 
App. Sept. 29, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/1152s14.pdf.

Issue: “[W]hether a lead paint plaintiff who relies on circum-
stantial evidence to establish the elements of her prima facie 
negligence case — including proof that the defendant’s prop-
erty contained lead paint — has a burden of production to 
present evidence ruling out any reasonable probability that 
her elevated blood lead levels were caused by other potential 
sources of lead exposure.”  Slip. op. at 8-9.

Held: In a case where there is no direct evidence that a prop-
erty contained lead paint, a party may rely on circumstan-
tial evidence, but, as the Court of Appeals has previously 
explained, it must be based upon “a reasonable likelihood 
or probability rather than a possibility.”  Id. at 11. Quoting 
from the Court of Appeals, the court explained that a plain-
tiff must further “tender facts admissible in evidence that, if 
believed, establish two separate inferences: (1) that the prop-
erty contained lead-based paint, and (2) that the lead-based 
paint at the subject property was a substantial contributor to 
the victim’s exposure to lead.”  Id.  In this case, the plaintiff 
primarily relied on an affidavit from a pediatrician with ex-
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pertise in treating childhood lead poisoning who opined that 
there is a presumption that houses built during the relevant 
time period typically contained lead paint.  Id. at 14.  How-
ever, such an opinion is insufficient to display that a specific 
property contained lead paint and further fails to display that 
an increased lead level was not due to exposure from other 
known sources of lead that could reasonably account for it.  
Id.; id. at 16.  Summary judgment was, therefore, appropriate.

Criminal Law
Benton v. State of Maryland, No. 959, Sept. Term, 2014 (Md. 
Ct. Spec. App. Aug. 31, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/0959s14.pdf. 

In Benton v. State, the Court of Special Appeals reversed Mr. 
Benton’s murder conviction on the grounds that the trial 
court abused its discretion by failing to propound the voir 
dire question of whether any member of the venire “was cur-
rently charged with or had previously been convicted of a 
serious offense, other than a traffic offense.”  Slip op. at 9. 
The court reasoned that reversal was necessary because the 
question would expose grounds for automatic disqualifica-
tion, and “trial judges are required to pose voir dire ques-
tions directed at exposing constitutional and statutory dis-
qualifications when requested by a party.”  Id. at 9-10.  The 
court reached this conclusion notwithstanding the fact there 
was likely a pre-screening process aimed at exposing con-
stitutional and statutory disqualifications because, as it had 
previously noted, “mistakes do happen[.]”  Id. at 11 (quoting 
Kegarise v. State, 211 Md. App 473 (2013) (alteration in orig-
inal)).  

Corporations and Associations
Hogans v. Hogans Agency, Inc., No. 775, Sept. Term, 2014 
(Md. Ct. Spec. App. Aug. 28, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/0775s14.pdf. 

Issue: Whether a stockholder may be required to sign a con-
fidentiality agreement prior to inspecting a corporation’s 
books of account pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Corps. & 
Ass’ns §§ 2-512 and 2-513.

Held: In this case, the stockholder was a minority sharehold-
er in the company with a sufficient percentage of outstanding 
stock to inspect and copy the corporation’s books of account.  
However, he also was an owner of a competitor of the cor-
poration.  Therefore, the court agreed with the trial court’s 
exercise of discretion to “require the stockholder to sign a 
confidentiality agreement where the confidentiality agree-
ment and its terms advance the purpose of “protect[ing] the 
corporation against disclosure and misuse of confidential 
documents and information by the stockholder.  Slip op. at 
12.

Foreclosure
Anderson v. O’Sullivan, No. 654, Sept. Term, 2014 (Md. Ct. 
Spec. App. Aug. 27, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/0654s14.pdf. 

In a case of first impression in Maryland, a defendant in a 
foreclosure action sought to avoid foreclosure by asserting 
the “Redemptionist Theory” and the “Vapor Money Theory.”  
Slip op. at 7.  The court quoted the Third Circuit’s summary 
of the “Redemptionist Theory”:

[T]he “Redemptionist” theory … propounds that a person 
has a split personality: a real person and a fictional person 
called the “strawman.” The “strawman” purportedly came 
into being when the United States went off the gold standard 
in 1933, and, instead, pledged the strawman of its citizens 
as collateral for the country’s national debt. Redemptionists 
claim that [the] government has power only over the straw-
man and not over the live person, who remains free. Individ-
uals can free themselves by filing UCC financing statements, 
thereby acquiring an interest in their strawman. Thereafter, 
the real person can demand that government officials pay 
enormous sums of money to use the strawman’s name.

Id. at 8.  Quoting the Kentucky Court of Appeals, the court 
observed that “[t]he ‘Vapor Money Theory,’ on the other 
hand, contends that banks essentially lend a borrower their 
own money when a loan is issued:

The “vapor money” (or “no money lent”) theory posits that 
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Congress has never given banks the authority to extend cred-
it and, thus, banks act beyond their charters when making 
loans. Proponents claim banks create money “out of thin air,” 
through ledger entries and bookkeeping tricks, by “depos-
iting” a borrower’s promissory note without the borrower’s 
permission, listing the note as an “asset” on the bank’s ledger 
entries, and then lending a borrower back his own “mon-
ey.” Since banks do not have enough “real money in their 
vaults” to cover the sums lent, loans are not backed by actual 
money—the only real money is gold or silver; paper money 
is worthless since it is created by an illegitimate Federal Re-
serve—making them invalid ab initio and creating no obli-
gation for repayment.

Id. at 9.  The Court noted that “[n]o Maryland court has 
directly opined on either theory in a reported opinion, but 
many federal and state courts have, and they have found 
unanimously, and unequivocally, that neither qualifies as a 
valid defense to or meritorious argument to foreclosure.”  Id. 
at 7 (footnote omitted).  The court held that these theories 
“have not, will not, and cannot be accepted as valid.”  Id. at 
11.

Criminal Law
Taylor v. State of Maryland, No. 494, Sept. Term, 2014 (Md. 
Ct. Spec. App. Aug. 27, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/0494s14.pdf. 

In Taylor v. State, No. 494, Sept. Term, 2014, 2015 WL 5076901 
(Md. Ct. Spec. App. Aug. 27, 2015), the Court of Special Ap-
peals analyzed the quantum of suspicion necessary to justify 
a search under the “reasonable to believe” standard espoused 
in Arizona v. Gant, 556 U.S. 332 (2009).  In particular, Mr. 
Taylor was pulled over for a traffic violation, subjected to 
field sobriety tests, which he failed, and ultimately arrested 
for DUI.  Incident to Mr. Taylor’s arrest, the officer searched 
Mr. Taylor’s vehicle on the grounds that it was “’reasonable 
to believe evidence of the crime of arrest might be found in 
the vehicle.’”  Taylor, 2015 WL 5076901, at *4 (quoting Gant, 
556 U.S. at 343).  

The Taylor decision is Maryland’s first to examine the lev-
el of suspicion necessary to justify a vehicle search incident 

to a DUI arrest, post-Gant.  Before reaching its holding, the 
court analyzed divergent opinions from other jurisdictions, 
some holding that the nature of the offense, DUI, on its own 
gave rise to reasonable suspicion that evidence of the crime 
of arrest would be found in the vehicle; and others holding 
that there must be some other indication beyond the crime 
of arrest to indicate that alcohol containers would be found 
in the vehicle, i.e., containers in plain or partial view.  See 
Taylor, 2015 WL 5076901, at *6-9.

The Taylor court ultimately concluded “a ¬Gant-like search 
of an automobile incident to arrest must be based on a sim-
ilar level of reasonable suspicion as in an automobile stop 
under Terry [v. Ohio, 392 U.S. 1 (1968)].”  Taylor, 2015 WL 
5076901, at *5.  In reaching its conclusion, the court found 
three factors to be instructive: (1) the “officer’s training and 
experience; (2) the lack of an innocent explanation for driv-
er’s seemingly illicit behavior; and (3) the nature of the crime 
of arrest.”  Id.  

Under the totality of the circumstances, the court concluded 
that the search was reasonable in Mr. Taylor’s case because 
the officer had made “several DUI arrests where there’s plen-
ty of open containers left in the vehicle;” “there was no in-
nocent explanation for Taylor’s apparent intoxication”; “the 
state of being under the influence of alcoholic beverages is 
not too temporally removed from the act of drinking” alco-
hol; and certain bars, particularly in Dorchester County, will 
allow patrons to carry out alcohol.  Id. at *10-11.  The court 
was also persuaded by the fact that the crime of DUI “may be 
proved by circumstantial evidence, namely, the presence of 
alcoholic beverages.”  Taylor, 2015 WL 5076901, at *9. 

While Mr. Taylor argued that a reasonableness finding would 
open the floodgates to a search of any motorist after any ar-
rest, the court stressed that was not the case, as the holding is 
based specifically on the totality of the factors present in Mr. 
Taylor’s case.  Taylor, 2015 WL 5076901, at *11.  A petition 
for certiorari has not yet been filed.

Family Law
Conover v. Conover, No. 2099, Sept. Term, 2013 (Md. Ct. 
Spec. App. Aug. 26, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opinions/cosa/2015/2099s13.pdf. 
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Issue: Whether a non-biological, non-adoptive parent “may 
invoke Maryland’s paternity laws to confer upon her paren-
tal standing to seek custody or visitation without interfer-
ing with the constitutional rights of the natural parent…
and without satisfying the stringent standards of Janice M. v. 
Margaret K., 404 Md. 661 (2008) and Koshko v. Haining, 398 
Md. 404 (2007).”  Slip op. at 1.

Held: In this same-sex divorce case, the non-biological, 
non-adoptive parent, Brittany Conover, asserted that she met 
the paternity factors for a father as set forth in Md. Code 
Ann., Est. & Trusts § 1-208(b).  The court held that “[a] 
non-biological, non-adoptive spouse who meets one, two or 
even three tests under ET § 1-208(b) 
is still a ‘third party’ for child access 
purposes.”  Id. at 12.  The court fur-
ther stated that “[u]nder Janice M., 
he or she is not a ‘legal parent’… He 
or she must still show exceptional 
circumstances to obtain access to a 
child over the objection of a fit bio-
logical parent and to overcome the 
natural parent’s due process rights. 
Moreover, there is no gender dis-
crimination or sexual orientation 
discrimination because all non-bi-
ological, non-adoptive parents face 
the same hurdle, no matter what sex 
or sexual orientation they are.”  Id. 
at 12.

Sieglein v. Schmidt, No. 2616, Sept. 
Term 2013 (Md. Ct. Spec. App. Aug. 
25, 2015).
http://www.mdcourts.gov/opin-
ions/cosa/2015/2616s13.pdf. 

In this case, a child conceived by in 
vitro fertilization (“IVF”) was born 
during the parties’ marriage.  Md. 

Code Ann., Est. & Trusts § 1-206(b) provides: “A child con-
ceived by artificial insemination of a married woman with 
the consent of her husband is the legitimate child of both of 
them for all purposes.”  Although the father asserted he was 
not the “father” within the meaning of the statute because 
the child was conceived through IVF, the court concluded 
that “within the context of marriage, the precise physical 
procedure has no necessary impact on the relationships of 
the parties involved—mother, father, and child.”  Slip op. 
at 20.  Thus, when individuals “were married at the time of 
conception and birth, and willingly and voluntarily agreed to 
conceive a child through assisted reproductive services using 
anonymously donated genetic material…§ 1-206(b) applies 
to establish the legal parentage of both” spouses.  Id. at 20-21.

Casting Call 
Open Auditions for Vocally Talented 
Members of the Bench and Bar 
  
Monday, December 7, 2015 
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (by appointment) 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse, Courtroom 400 
  
for the Baltimore Bar Foundation’s Fundraiser 
  
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Operetta 
  

Trial by Jury 
Performances 
March 3 (two performances - day and evening) 
and March 5, 2016 
Westminster Hall 
  
  

Produced by the Young Victorian 
Theatre Company 

  
Interested persons should contact Brian 

Goodman at bgoodman@kg-law.com, 
telephone 410-319-0529 

 



B A R R I S T E R2 8

2 8
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Bar Association of Baltimore City is 
pleased to announce that Natalie L. Gross-
man, Esquire, the Association’s Director of 
Senior Legal Services, has been named one 

of The Daily Record’s 2015 Leading Women.  She will be 
recognized as an Awards Celebration at the Annapolis 
Westin on December 7.  The BABC also congratulates 
the following members of the BABC who have also been 
named Leading Women Award winners:  Evelyn Lom-
bardo Cussan; Myshala M. Middleton; Erin Christen 
Miller; Carla N. Murphy; and Laurie M. Wasserman. 

Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP recent-
ly announced that the firm has relocat-
ed and expanded the Washington, D.C., 
office, now located at 1800 M Street 

NW, Suite 450N, Washington, DC 20036.  Martin T. 
Fletcher, the firm’s managing partner, said, “We simply 
outgrew our old office space.  Our new offices are only 
a few blocks away from our former location, and our 
design team has created a modern and efficient envi-
ronment for our lawyers, employees and clients that will 
help us better serve our expanding client base.” 
 

Adelberg, Rudow, Dorf & Hendler, LLC 
announces that Member, F. Kirk Kolodner, 
Esq. was selected to serve on the Leader-
ship Development Committee of GEDCO 

(Govans Ecumenical Development Corporation), a 
non-profit organization that provides affordable hous-
ing, supportive services and emergency assistance to 
community residents.

Allyson Goldscher is pleased to announce 
the opening of the Law Offices of Allyson 
B. Goldscher, LLC, 10400 Stevenson Road, 
Suite 201, P.O. Box 555, Stevenson, Mary-

land 21153, telephone 410-602-9522, allyson@gold-
scherlaw.com. 

Miles & Stockbridge is pleased to an-
nounce that William R. “Billy” Martin, 
one of the country’s top trial lawyers, has 
joined the law firm as a principal in its 

Washington, D.C. office.  Two of Mr. Martin’s colleagues 
from his previous firm, Daniel A. Schwager and Sasha 
E. Hodge-Wren, also joined Miles & Stockbridge as 
counsel.

The Alliance of Black Women Attorneys 
would like to congratulate Jennifer Williams 
on her appointment as Magistrate to the Fam-
ily Law Division of the Baltimore City Circuit 

Court.  Ms. Williams has served as an Assistant State’s At-
torney for Baltimore City.  Her term as Magistrate began 
on September 30, 2015.   

Around the Offices

mailto:allyson@goldscherlaw.com
mailto:allyson@goldscherlaw.com
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YLD Update
by Eleanor Dayhoff-Brannigan, Esq.

The Young Lawyers Division is in full swing, planning 
membership events as well as several public service 
events.  The Young Lawyers’ Division participated in the 
6th Annual Kids Peace Trick-or-Trot 5k on Halloween 
benefiting KidsPeace, an organization that helps chil-
dren in foster care with behavioral and emotional chal-
lenges.  They also served meals at Believe in Tomorrow 
for families of children with life threatening illnesses 
who are being treated at the children’s center.    
Looking further ahead, the Children’s Holiday Party for 
Children Living in Shelters, an annual event that invites 
children from several shelters in the city, to attend the 
Maryland Science Center for an evening of fun will be 

Tuesday, December 15th.  YLD is looking for companies 
willing to set up a toy donation box for gifts for the chil-
dren, as well as corporate sponsorship and volunteers.  
The annual YLD Holiday Party, which raises funds for 
the Children’s Holiday Party through a Silent Auction 
and wine pull will be held Thursday, December 10th.  
Please contact Alan Dunklow at alan.dunklow@gmail.
com if you are interested in helping out with the Chil-
dren›s Holiday Party, and please contact Events Com-
mittee Chair Indira Sharma at ISharma@saul.com if you 
would like to donate to the Silent Auction or Wine Pull 
at the YLD Holiday Party.  

YLD Breakfast with the Bench Seminar 
 

                
  

Date:                           Tuesday, November 17, 2015 
  

Time:                           8:15 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.            
  

Guest Judge:             The Honorable Michael W. Reed 
         Court of Special Appeals of Maryland 

 
Topic:                         “Appellate Advocacy: The State of the Appellate                                        

Courts.” 
                                      
 

Location:                    Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, L.L.P. 
                                                       7 St. Paul Street, 19th Floor 
                                                       Baltimore, Maryland  21202 
 
  
                                                       Space is limited.  

 Admission is FREE to BABC members 
                                                       Non-Members $20 
                                                       RSVP to pdeguilmi@baltimorebar.org 
 
 

mailto:alan.dunklow@gmail.com
mailto:alan.dunklow@gmail.com
mailto:ISharma@saul.com
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BABC Annual Crab Feast at Bo Brooks
October 13th

Great food!  Great people!!  Great time!!!
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November 9
CLE – The Role of the Office of the Medical Director at the 
Workers’ Compensation Commission
November 10
CLE – Expungement and Shielding 
November 12
CLE 
November 13
Semi-Annual Lunch Series featuring Dan Rodricks
November 17
YLD Breakfast with the Bench
November 17
CLE – The Parole Commission – Mysteries Revealed 
November 20
CLE – ADR:  It’s All About the Money 
November 21
Adoption Day 
November 24
Past Presidents’ Luncheon 
November 30
Supreme Court Group Admission 
November 30
Baltimore Bar Foundation Grant Application Deadline 
December 2
Leadership Open House 
December 5
New York City Bus Trip – SOLD OUT 
December 7
Trial By Jury Auditions
December 10
Holiday Party sponsored by the YLD 

The Bar Association of Baltimore City Calendar of Events
December 15
YLD Holiday Party for Homeless Children 
January 13
Baltimore Bar Foundation Symposium Joint with MD/DC 
Society for Healthcare Risk Management “When Worlds 
Collide:  The Intersection of Healthcare, Law & Technology”

 
Did you know that there is a FREE fee dispute resolution program? 

If you are in need of Mediation or Arbitration 
Call 

The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
410-539-5936, ext. 112. 

 
 
 

 
 

landaulaw.com

1925 Old Valley Road • Suite 2 • Stevenson, MD 21153 
P.O. Box 219 • 410.625.1100 • FX410.625.2174

The Law Offices of  Julie Ellen Landau

Al l  Fami ly  Law M atters  •  L i t i g a t i o n  
Mediation •  Neutral  Case Evaluation

With over 30 years’ experience we provide  
a broad depth of knowledge in all family 
law matters.  
In our new location in Greenspring Valley  
we advocate for you with  
a “get it done” attitude.

Now In A New Beautiful Location.

We can help you be in a better place.
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• Tuesday, November 10 at 7:30 p.m.
Renwick Opening Party
Renwick Gallery

• Wednesday, November 11
Happy Veteran’s Day!

• Thursday, November 12 at 7 p.m.
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra Pulse: Wye Oak
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall

• Thursday, November 26
Happy Thanksgiving!

• Saturday, December 5 and Sunday, December 6, 2015
Downtown Partnership of Baltimore Dollar or Less Days 
Participating attractions will open their 
doors offering free or $1 admission.

• Sunday, December 6 at 11 a.m.
Merry Mart - Holiday Craft Show
The Creative Alliance 

Social Calendar
• Wednesday, December 9 at 8 p.m.
Neville Jacobs – The Baltimore debut of 
Ivan Neville and Cris Jacobs
The 8x10

• Sunday, December 13 at 3-4:30 p.m.
The Peabody Renaissance Ensemble Holiday 
Concert: In the Moon of Wintertime
The Walters Art Museum

• Saturday, May 7, 2016 at 7 p.m.
Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital 3rd Annual 
Storybook Gala
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel

The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
Serving Lawyers and our Community since 1880! 
 

Now Welcomes Legal and Business Affiliate Members 
 

If you are a Court Reporter, Legal Secretary, Paralegal, Legal Administrator,  
Law Librarian, Legal Assistant, or a business 
that serves attorneys, we invite you to 
participate in the leading local Bar 
Association in Maryland.  
 

Join today at www.baltimorebar.org.  
For information, call 410-539-5936 x 100, 
or email ksanzone@baltimorebar.org.  
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Special Thanks to our 
Annual Corporate Sponsors 

• Bar Associations Insurance Agency, Inc.

• The Daily Record

• Gore Brothers Reporting & Videoconferencing

• AMA/Art Miller Court Reporting

• DTI

• Court Reporting Solutions

• Byte Right Support

• Ellin & Tucker, Chartered

• Multi-Specialty Health Care

• Joseph I. Rosenberg, CFA, LLC, 
Mediation and Financial Advisory Services

Special Thanks to our 
Annual Law Firm Sponsors 

• Law Offices of Peter G. Angelos, P.C.

• Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl

• Ober | Kaler

• Gallagher Evelius & Jones, LLP

• Goodell, DeVries

• Gordon Feinblatt LLC

• Hogan Lovells US LLP

• Pessin Katz Law, P.A.

• Semmes, Bowen & Semmes

• Wright, Constable & Skeen, L.L.P. 

• Adelberg, Rudow, Dorf & Hendler, LLC

• Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A.

• Law Offices of Frank F. Daily, P.A.

• Fedder & Garten, P.A.

• Ferguson, Schetelich, & Ballew, P.A.

• Gorman & Williams

• Kramon & Graham, P.A.

• Neuberger, Quinn, Gielen, Rubin & Gibber, P.A

• Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP

• Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP

• Salsbury, Clements, Bekman, Marder & Adkins, LLC

• Saul Ewing LLP

• Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler, P.A.

• Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin & White, LLC

• Thomas & Libowitz, P.A.

• Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC

• Whiteford, Taylor & Prestion, LLP

 

 

Joseph I. Rosenberg,  
CFA, LLC 

 
 

Economic Damages Expert 
 

Loss of Earning Capacity in cases of 
Personal Injury 

 Wrongful Death 
 & Wrongful Termination 

 

 
9821 La Duke Dr. Kensington MD 

Please visit website: www.joe-rosenberg.com 

Contact: jrosenberg123@gmail.com 
or by phone at 301-802-0617 



B A R R I S T E R3 4

3 4
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

Circuit Court for Baltimore City Assignment of Judges
January 2, 2015 through December 31, 2015

Court Assignment Judge CR / Chambers Telephone

Admin Judge At Large Judge W. Michel Pierson, AJ 234E/208E 396-4916 & 4917

Part 1 Civil Judge Jeannie J. Hong 236M/234M 396-5140 & 5141

Part 2 Criminal Judge Melissa K. Copeland 464M/462M 396-5076 & 5077

Part 3 At Large Judge W. Michel Pierson, AJ 234E/208E 396-4916 & 4917

Part 4 Criminal Judge Emanuel Brown 215M/251M 396-1776 & 1777

Part 5 Domestic Judge Yvette M. Bryant, JICFD F-2E/126E 396-5102 & 5103

Part 6 Criminal Judge Edward R. K. Hargadon 227E/241E 396-5070 & 5071

Part 7 Civil Judge Pamela J. White 428M/426M 396-5056 & 5057

Part 8 Criminal Judge  Stephen J. Sfekas 509E/505E 396-5090 & 5091

Part 9 Criminal Judge Wanda K. Heard 600M/642M 396-4918 & 4919

Part 10 Civil Judge Jeffrey Geller 330E/330E 396-5008 & 5009

Part 11 Civil Judge Lynn Stewart Mays 228E/214E 396-5052 & 5053

Part 12 Criminal Judge Charles J. Peters, JICr 404E/406E 396-5080 & 5081

Part 13 Criminal Judge Michael DiPietro 420M/424M 396-5060 &5061

Part 14 Civil Judge Althea M. Handy, JICC 523E/529E 396-5054 & 5055

Part 15 Civil Judge Christopher L. Panos 329E/329E 396-5062 &5063

Part 16 Criminal Judge Timothy J. Doory 226M/228M 396-5112 & 5113

Part 17 Domestic Judge Philip S. Jackson F-1E/122 396-5066 & 5067

Part 18 Domestic Judge Cynthia H. Jones F-4E/124 396-5082 & 5083

Part 19 Criminal Judge Julie R. Rubin 434M/432M 396-5132 & 5133

Part 20 Civil Judge Marcus Z. Shar 203M/245M 396-5100 & 5101

Part 21 Juvenile Judge Yolanda Tanner A3401(C-3) 443-263-2799

Part 22 Criminal Judge Alfred Nance 556E/561E 396-4020 & 4021

Part 23 Civil Judge Audrey J. S. Carrion 225E/209E 396-5130 & 5131

Part 24 Criminal Judge Kendra Y. Ausby 430E/432E 396-4627 & 4631

Part 25 Juvenile Judge Robert B. Kershaw, JICJ A3401 (C-1) 443-263-2793

Part 26 Civil Judge Lawrence Fletcher-Hill 113M/101M 396-6826 & 6843

Part 27 Juvenile Judge Sylvester Cox A3401 (C-2) 443-263-2796

C O N T I N U E D  O N  PA G E  3 6
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Circuit Court for Baltimore City Assignment of Judges
January 2, 2015 through December 31, 2015

Court Assignment Judge CR / Chambers Telephone

Part 28 Criminal Judge Melissa M. Phinn 540E/550E 545-6235 & 6236

Part 29 Criminal ***Judge Karen C. Friedman 231M/217M 396-3836 & 3837

Part 30 Domestic Judge Shannon E. Avery F-3E/120 545-0115 & 0116

Part 31 Criminal Judge Barry G. Williams 528E/534E 545-3516 & 3517

Part 32 Criminal Judge John Addison Howard 400M/466M 545-0887 & 0888

Part 33 Civil Judge Videtta A. Brown 201E/205E 410-361-9311&9312

Part 34 Vacant Vacant

Part 99 Visiting Judge Judge Paul E. Alpert 255E 396-1119

Part 98 Visiting Judge Judge Pamela North 237E 396-8057

Part 97 Visiting Judge Judge Martin P. Welch 317M 396-8350

Part 96 Visiting Judge Judge Dennis McHugh/L. Daniels JJC/Criminal & Civil 396-8057

Part 95 Visiting Judge Judge John M. Glynn 508E 396-8057

Part 94 Visiting Judge Judge Carol E. Smith 237E 396-8057

Part 93 Visiting Judge Judge John Carroll Byrnes 253E 545-3423

Part 92 Visiting Judge Judge Kathleen O’Ferrall Friedman 237E 396-8057

Part 91 Visiting Judge Judge M. Brooke Murdock 509M 396-8343

Part 90 Visiting Judge Judge Ellen M. Heller 253E 396-8057

Part 89 Visiting Judge Judge Thomas J. S. Waxter 247E 545-3490

Part 88 Visiting Judge Judge Dana Levitz/Robert Dugan 396-8057

Part 87 Visiting Judge Judge Gale Rasin 134M 396-8057

Part 86 Visiting Judge Judges Teaette Price/Marcella Holland JJC 396-8057

Part 85 Visiting Judge Judge Paul Smith 264E 396-8057

Part 84 Visiting Judge Judge David Young 317M 396-8352

Part 83 Visiting Judge Judge Evelyn Omega Cannon 255E 545-3491

Part 82 Visiting Judge Judge Clifton J. Gordy 237E 396-8057

Part 81 Visiting Judge Judge Joseph P. McCurdy 237E 396-8057

Part 80 Visiting Judge Judge John Miller 237E 396-8057

*** Indicates temporary courtroom/chambers assignment.
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Welcome New BABC Members!
Joined July – September 2015

Mark Abelson, Esq. Regular Member

Gina Acevedo Law Student

Olamide Adetunji Law Student

Zohaib Ahmed Law Student

Sally Baldwin, Esq. Regular Member

Jada Benn Law Student

Erin Benson Law Student

Gary A. Berman, Esq. Regular Member

Kinnari Bhojani Law Student

Mary Claire Blythe Kozlowski, Esq. Regular Member

Edwin Brake Business Affiliate Member

Jeremy Brooks Law Student

Rachel Brown Law Student

Michael Bullock Law Student

Christopher Burns Law Student

Adam Cantor Law Student

Ara Chung Law Student

Francis Conlon Law Student

Gregory Cooke, Esq. Regular Member

Joey Cravath, Esq. Regular Member

Paul Crowley, Esq. Regular Member

Travis Dalton, Esq. Regular Member

Marleigh Davis Law Student

Andrew Decker Law Student

Stephen Demos Law Student

Morgan Dilks Law Student

Hannah Ernstberger Law Student

Kaitlin Evans Law Student

Gregory Eyler Law Student

Elizabeth Fitch Law Student

Stephan W. Fogleman, Esq. Regular Member

Kimberly France, Esq. Regular Member

Juda Gabaie, Esq. Regular Member

Catherine Gamper Law Student

Robyn Gaudon Law Student

Katherine Giblin, Esq. Regular Member

Zachary Gilreath Law Student

Ethan Glenn Law Student

Colin Glynn, Esq. Regular Member

Kelly Goebel Law Student

Jessica Goughnour Business Affiliate Member

Joseph A. Grabowski Business Affiliate Member 

Rachel Hammond Law Student

Cary Hansel, Esq. Regular Member

Christina Hayes, Esq. Regular Member

Michele Hayes Law Student

James Kelley Howard, Esq. Regular Member

Suzanne E. Fischer-Huettner Business Affiliate Member

C O N T I N U E D  O N  PA G E  3 8
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Lesia G. Hurdle, Esq. Regular Member

Jaime Jacobson Law Student

Adam Janet, Esq. Regular Member

Lisa Johnson Law Student

Julianne Kelly Law Student

Kay Kenny Business Affiliate Member

Irwin Kramer , Esq. Regular Member

Yasmin Kronfli, Esq. Regular Member

Holly Leasure Law Student

Mary Lloyd, Esq. Regular Member

Ciera Logan Law Student

Stephen Logerfo, Esq. Regular Member

Victoria L Lucido Law Student

Faheem Mahmooth Law Student

Briana Maine Law Student

Taylor McAuliffe Law Student

Bridget Mendrygal, Esq. Regular Member

Art Miller Business Affiliate Member

Kerri Morrison Law Student

Tyler Morrison, Esq. Regular Member

Peter Naugle, Esq. Regular Member

Valerie M. Nowottnick , ACP Legal Affiliate Member

Olamide Orebamjo Law Student

John Pardoe Business Affiliate Member

Jason Parkins Law Student

Welcome New BABC Members!
Joined July – September 2015

Samin Peirovi Law Student

Paula Peters Business Affiliate Member 

Staci Pipkin, Esq. Regular Member

Alyssa Ragland, Esq. Regular Member

Jessica Ramdat Law Student

Jonathan Roohy Law Student

Joseph I. Rosenberg Business Affiliate Member 

Shana Roth-Gormley. Esq. Regular Member

Dennis Rudolph Business Affiliate Member

Chelsey Seger Law Student

Cregg Seymour Business Affiliate Member 

Trevor Shaw Law Student

Nathan Shearer Law Student

Jennifer Smith Law Student

Siyang Song, Esq. Regular Member

Kristin Tracy Law Student

Sara VanLeuven Business Affiliate Member

Kaitlyn Vaught Law Student

Greg Waterworth Law Student

Christy Watts Law Student

Sean Werner, Esq. Regular Member

Ashley Wetzel Law Student

Jessica York Business Affiliate Member

Barbara Zektick, Esq. Regular Member
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Name______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Firm/Organization____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone______________________Fax________________Email_________________Website______________________ 
 

Date Admitted to the Court of Appeals of MD (month/year) ________________ Other (state/year)___________________  
 

Date of Birth_____________  Race (optional)___________  Gender (optional)___________________ 
 
 

How did you hear about the BABC___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosed is my check payable to the Bar Association of Baltimore City in the amount of $____________ 
 

Please charge my   VISA  MC #_____________________________________________Exp. Date:____________ V-Code____________ 
 

Name on card_______________________________________________Signature_____________________________________________ 
 

Amount authorized for payment $____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return with payment to: 
The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 
410-539-5936 Fax 410-685-3420 
Email info@baltimorebar.org 
www.baltimorebar.org  

THE BAR ASSOCIATION  
OF BALTIMORE CITY 
__________________________ 

ATTORNEY  MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION 
 

Join a Committee! 
Please indicate the committees on which you are interested in serving in order of preference (1, 2, 3…) 
 
Alternative Dispute Resolution   Family Law    Membership 
Business Law    Federal Practice    Member Benefits  
Business Litigation    Fee Dispute Resolution   Non-Dues Revenue  
Continuing Legal Education   Government/Public Interest Lawyers  Personal Injury Litigation 
Communications/News Journal   Historical    Pro Bono &Access to Legal Services 
Criminal Law    Lawyer Referral & Information Service  Professional Ethics 
Diversity     Legislation    Senior Legal Services  
Estates & Trusts    Long Range Planning   Sponsorship 

Bench-Bar    Judicial Selections    Technology  
          Workers’ Compensation 
What is the maximum number of committee appointments you will accept____ 
 

For committee descriptions, visit www.baltimorebar.org.  

Membership Dues – July 1 through June 30* 
 

Admitted to the Court of Appeals of Maryland (please  appropriate box below): 
 

      Regular Member  Gov/Public Interest Lawyers/Judges 
Magistrates, Law School Professors 
 

Ten years or more              $175    $117 
Five years, but less than ten             $150    $100  
Less than five years              $  75    $  50  
New Admittee               $    0    $    0  
Law Student (must reapply annually)            $    0    $    0   
 
I would like to make a deductible contribution to the Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc. (voluntary)    $35    $50    $100    Other______________ 
The Baltimore Bar Foundation awards grants to non-profit organizations for law-related programs and other good works in the community. 
 

* Membership in the BABC is based on your admission date to the Court of Appeals of Maryland. Attorneys 37 years or under, or who are admitted to the Bar less than  
5 years, as well as law students, are automatically members of the Young Lawyers’ Division.  There are no additional dues to be a member of the YLD..  If you join  
the BABC after January 1, please submit ½ the dues amount.  If you join after April 1, submit full amount (this will cover you through the next fiscal year, beginning  
on July 1).           
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Name______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Firm/Company name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone___________________________Fax________________Email_________________ 
 

Website________________________ 
 

___I certify that I am an employee of the above named firm/company 
 

Please describe nature of your business ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

How did you hear about the BABC Legal Affiliate Membership ______________________________________________________________ 

 
I am a: Court Reporter     Legal Secretary     Paralegal     Legal Administrator     Law Librarian     Legal Assistant 
 Other (please describe) ___________________________________ 
 

Affiliate members must be sponsored by an attorney member of the BABC. 
 

Name of sponsoring member________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Legal Affiliate Annual Dues:    $117  
 

I would like to make a tax deductible contribution to the Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc. (voluntary)  $35   $50    $100  Other_______ 
The Baltimore Bar Foundation awards grants to non-profit organizations for law-related programs and other good works in the community. 
 

Enclosed is my check payable to the Bar Association of Baltimore City in the amount of $____________ 
 

Please charge my   VISA  MC #______________________________________________Exp. Date:____________ V-Code____________ 
 

Name on card________________________________________________________________Signature____________________________ 
 

Amount authorized for payment $____________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return with payment to: 
The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 
410-539-5936 Fax 410-685-3420 
Email info@baltimorebar.org 
www.baltimorebar.org  

A Legal Affiliate Member is any individual who is not an attorney, but who falls into a particular defined class or profession which is closely associated 
with the legal system is eligible to be a Legal Affiliate member upon sponsorship by an Attorney member and approval by the Executive Director. 
Legal Affiliate Membership includes, but is not limited to, Paralegals, Court Reporters, Legal Administrators, Law Librarians, Legal Secretaries and 
Assistants, Mediators and Arbitrators.  A Legal Affiliate member shall be eligible to participate in all committees with the exception of the Standing 
Committee on Judicial Selections and the Bench Bar Committee.  The Legal Affiliate member shall be able to participate in social activities and other 
activities of the Association, but shall not be entitled to serve as a chair or vice chair of a committee.  The Legal Affiliate member shall not be eligible 
to vote, hold office, or participate as a member of the Lawyer Referral panel. 

 

THE BAR ASSOCIATION  
OF BALTIMORE CITY 
__________________________ 

ANNUAL LEGAL AFFILIATE 
 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Join a Committee! 
Please indicate the committees on which you are interested in serving in order of preference (1, 2, 3…) 
 
Alternative Dispute Resolution   Family Law    Membership 
Business Law    Federal Practice    Member Benefits  
Business Litigation    Fee Dispute Resolution   Non-Dues Revenue  
Continuing Legal Education   Government/Public Interest Lawyers  Personal Injury Litigation 
Communications/News Journal   Historical    Pro Bono &Access to Legal Services 
Criminal Law    Lawyer Referral & Information Service  Professional Ethics 
Diversity     Legislation    Senior Legal Services  
Estates & Trusts    Long Range Planning   Sponsorship 
          Technology  
What is the maximum number of committee appointments you will accept____   Workers’ Compensation 
 

For committee descriptions, visit www.baltimorebar.org.  
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Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Firm/Company Name____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone___________________________Fax________________Email_________________ 
 

Website________________________ 
 

___I certify that I am an employee of the above named firm/company 
 

Please describe nature of your business ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How did you hear about the BABC Business Affiliate Membership_______________________________________ 

 
Business Affiliate Annual Dues                    $300  
 

Additional Business Members (within same organization)           $100 per individual 
Name(s)____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to make a tax deductible contribution to the Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc. (voluntary)  $35   $50    $100  Other_______ 
The Baltimore Bar Foundation awards grants to non-profit organizations for law-related programs and other good works in the community. 
 
Enclosed is my check payable to the Bar Association of Baltimore City in the amount of $____________ 
 

Please charge my   VISA  MC #______________________________________________Exp. Date:____________ V-Code____________ 
 

Name on card________________________________________________________________Signature____________________________ 
 

Amount authorized for payment $____________ 
 
Return with payment to: 
The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 
410-539-5936 Fax 410-685-3420 
Email info@baltimorebar.org 
www.baltimorebar.org  

The BABC is now inviting businesses and organizations who serve attorneys to belong to our organization. This gives you access 
to over 2,400 local attorneys and their support staff. A Business Affiliate Member is a person who is not an attorney, but 
through his or her business regularly conducts business or serves an attorney or a government agency in legal related matters is 
eligible to be a Business Affiliate  member upon approval by the Executive Director.  A Business Affiliate member shall be 
eligible to participate in the social and other activities of the Association, but shall not be permitted to join committees nor 
vote, hold office, or participate as a member of the Lawyer Referral panel.   

Benefits include: 

 City Bar Report - the BABC’s monthly e-news 
 Baltimore Barrister - BABC’s Quarterly News Journal 
 Member rates on advertising in the Baltimore Barrister 
 Member rates on tickets to programs and events 
 Name on BABC Business Affiliate webpage 

THE BAR ASSOCIATION  
OF BALTIMORE CITY 
__________________________ 

ANNUAL BUSINESS AFFILIATE 
 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 First right of refusal of BABC event sponsorships 
 Member rates for BABC mailing list 
 Opportunity to become a BABC member benefit provider 
 Opportunity to submit news to the Baltimore Barrister 
 Opportunity to submit a substantive article to the Baltimore 

Barrister 
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MILTON TALKIN LECTURE 
Tuesday, November 10, 2015 

12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 

Room 504  (Bar Library’s Brown Room) 
Bring Your Lunch 

   

Expungement and Shielding – Substantial Changes 
and How Your Clients Might be Affected     

  
Guest Speaker 

  
Mary Denise Davis, Esquire 

Office of the Public Defender, Baltimore City 
Chief Attorney, Bail Review Division 

  
The numbers are staggering: 
 In Baltimore City in 2014, there were approximately 27,000  criminal cases decided in 
District Court.  More than 19,000 (72%) of those cases were expungeable.*  

 Over the same time, approximately 6,600 expungement petitions were filed.*  
 Every year, thousands more charges are added to the pool of individuals carrying 

expungeable items on their criminal record 
 It’s estimated that there are at least 180,000 expungeable cases going back to 

2008. 
 On October 1, more dispositions than ever before will become expungeable.  

 Think this issue only applies to criminal attorneys?  Criminal records including items like 
traffic offenses, civil citations and arrests with no convictions can prevent an individual 
from obtaining employment, housing, education and access to credit.  Find out more about 
the reach of the new law, how it’s being implemented, and a brief overview of the 
substantial collateral consequences of criminal records. 
  
*Information taken from MDExpungement.com. 

 
Admission: 

BABC Members – FREE                   Non-Members $40  

For information or to register, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 
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Continuing Legal Education 
 

Presented by The Bar Association of Baltimore City Criminal Law Committee 
and the Maryland Association for Justice Criminal Law Section 

 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 

Room 504 (Bar Library's Brown Room) 

 The Parole Commission:  Mysteries Revealed 
 

Guest Speaker 
 

David R. Blumberg, Chairman 
Maryland Parole Commission 

  

Topics will include: 

 LAW Hearings  
 Parole and Revocation Hearings  
 Recalling Warrants  
 Commissioner "Personalities"  
 Determining Parole Eligibility  

 
  

This program is a DO NOT MISS for Criminal Law Practitioners! 
 

Admission is FREE for BABC and MAJ Members 
Non-Members $40 

 
Light refreshments generously sponsored by 

Taylor & Taylor, LLC 
and 

Mead, Flynn & Gray, P.A. 
 

For information or to register, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 
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Providing excellence and value in 
insurance and benefi ts services, selected 
and endorsed by your Bar Associations- for you, 
for your family, and for your practice.

Through TriBridge Partners, LLC, the Agency 
analyzes and endorses insurance programs to 
ensure Bar members have access to high 
quality insurance products they can purchase 
with confidence at competitive rates. 

• Individual and Group Life Insurance
• Individual and Group Disability Income Insurance*
• Individual & employer-sponsored long-term care insurance*
• Business overhead expense insurance
• Group long-term & short-term disability insurance
• Group and individual dental plans
• Lawyers professional liability insurance
• General business owners insurance
• Homeowners, Auto, & Umbrella 
*Discounted rates available to Bar Association Members

TriBridge Partners, LLC : Coordinating Broker 

One East Pratt Street | Suite 902 | Baltimore, MD 21202 
6550 Rock Spring Drive | Suite 190 | Bethesda, MD 20817 
5280 Corporate Drive | Suite C250 | Frederick, MD 21703

38 South Potomac Street | Suite 303 | Hagerstown, MD 21703

240.422.8799 (local)  |  855.333.6399 (toll-free) 
baragency@tribridgepartners.com (email) 

www.mdbarinsurance.com (website)

FINANCIAL SECURITY 
FOR A LIFETIME 
FOR THE PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE.

Bar Associations Insurance Agency, Inc.

For the
PEOPLE

in your
LIFE
◦

FINANCIAL 
SECURITY

for a
LIFETIME

Providing excellence and value in insurance and benefits services,
selected and endorsed by your Bar Associations- for you, for your 
family, and for your practice.

• Life insurance
• Disability income insurance
• Business overhead expense insurance
• Group life insurance
• Group long-term and short-term 

disability insurance
• Group and individual dental plans
• Individual and employer-sponsored 

long-term care insurance
• Lawyers professional liability

insurance
• General business owners insurance

Through FranklinMorris, a TriBridge 
Partners, LLC company ,the Agency 
analyzes and endorses insurance programs to 
ensure Bar members access to high quality 
insurance products they can purchase with 
confidence at discounted rates.

Bar Associations Insurance Agency, Inc.
FranklinMorrs, a TriBridge Partners, LLC Company : Coordinating Broker

One East Pratt Street ◦ Suite 902 ◦ Baltimore, Maryland 21202
526 Chairmans Court ◦ Suite 101 ◦ Frederick, Maryland 21703

6550 Rock Spring Drive ◦ Suite 190 ◦ Bethesda, Maryland 20817
240-422-8799 or toll free 855-333-6399 

baragency@tribridgepartners.com www.mdbarinsurance.com
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baragency@tribridgepartners.com www.mdbarinsurance.com
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C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S  A N D  B U S I N E S S  C O N S U L T A N T S

410-727-5735   ETNET.COM        BALTIMORE  •  WASHINGTON  •  FREDERICK  •  BELCAMP

We have a long and successful record as advisors to the law firm  

community, serving clients from start-ups, to large, regional firms.  

Find out how we can bring greater profitability to your firm.

Legal matters can be complex.
                      

So can managing a law firm. 

Personal Attention with Professionalism...

YOU DESERVE IT!

Locations in:
Baltimore • Towson • Rockville • Annapolis • ColumBia • Washington, D.c.

toll Free: 1.800.837.2285 • Baltimore: 410.494.8300 • Washington: 202.234.8300 • Fax: 410.385.1883
www.artmiller.com • scheDuling@artmiller.com

Recipients of the Volunteer of the Year Award granted by the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers for 
the Arts,  the 1997 People’s Pro Bono Award by the People’s Pro Bono Action Center, financial 
sponsors of the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service and the Homeless Person’s Representation 

Project, and pro bono court reporting and digital media transcription for needy litigants.
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Searchable categories are:

When Opinions 
Count, Count On 

The Daily Record’s unreported opinions 
database is essential to your practice because 
it organizes opinions for easy searching and 
provides case background, reason summaries, 

and any issues presented to the courts.

Visit subscribe.thedailyrecord.com/H5ZBABC  or 
call 800-451-9998 and mention the promo code H5ZBABC .

TheDailyRecord.com/Unreported-Opinions
Useful. Easy to use. All the information on the opinions you care about.

Access to the index is restricted, but you can subscribe today for as little as $15.99 for your first 4 weeks and gain access to 
our brand new database, along with all of our premium online content, special features, blogs, and public notice database! 

•	Administrative Law
•	Civil Litigation
•	Civil Rights
•	Criminal Law
•	Estates and Trusts

•	General Business
•	 Intellectual Property
•	Real Property Law
•	Taxation Law
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Continuing Legal Education 
 

Presented by the Workers’ Compensation Committee 
Angela Kozlowski, Esquire, Chair 

  
Monday, November 9, 2015 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 

Room 504 (Bar Library's Brown Room) 
 
  

The Role of the Office of the Medical Director 
at the Maryland Workers' Compensation Commission 

 
Guest Speakers 

  
 The Honorable Delia Turano Schadt 

 Commissioner 
Maryland Workers' Compensation Commission 

 
 

Jerome P. Reichmister, M.D. 
Medical Director 

Maryland Workers' Compensation Commission 
 
  

Please join us to learn about the role of the Office of the Medical Director at the Maryland 
Workers' Compensation Commission.  This is a great opportunity to find out how the 

Medical Director assists the Commissioners in dealing with the complex medical issues 
that they are faced with on a daily basis.  

  
 

Admission is FREE for BABC  
Non-Members $40 

 
Lunch generously sponsored by 

Rehab at Work 
 

To register, or for information, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 
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Continuing Legal Education 
 

Presented by the Business Law Committee 
Razvan E. Miutescu, Esq., Chair 

  
Thursday, November 12, 2015 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 

Room 504 (Bar Library's Brown Room) 
 

 Data Privacy, Data Security, and Business Risks – 
What Lawyers Should Know 

 
Panels and Guest Speakers 

 
1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m. 

  
 “An Overview of Data Privacy Laws Issues for Lawyers” 

  
William A. McComas, Esq., Bowie & Jensen, LLC 

 Martha Lessman Katz, Esq., Gordon Feinblatt, LLC 
 Diane P. Kilcoyne, Esq., Lerch, Early & Brewer 

 
 

2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.  
 

“Obligations to Keep Data Secure? Cyber Insurance?” 
 

Daniel A. Gray, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 Eric Ragin, CyberPoint International, LLC 

 James B. Wieland, Esq., Ober Kaler 
  

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
 

“Post-breach, Breach Notifications, and Now What?” 
  

Jeff Karberg, Esq., Maryland Office of the Attorney General 
 Eric Ragin, CyberPoint International, LLC 

 James B. Wieland, Esq., Ober Kaler 
 
 

Admission is FREE for BABC  
Non-Members $40 

 
Light refreshment provided. 

 
To register, or for information, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 

  

 



B A R R I S T E R 4 9

4 9
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

  

The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
 

    Semi-Annual Lunch Series 

 
   

  
       Friday, November 13, 2015 
                The Capital Grille 
               500 E. Pratt Street 
            Baltimore, MD 21202 
           12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m. 
  
  
  
                       Featuring 

        Dan Rodricks 
  

“Baltimore After Freddie Gray” 
  
  
  

Dan Rodricks is an award-winning columnist for The Baltimore Sun, writing commentary on local, 
regional and national news three days a week since January 1979. He is also the host of a podcast, called 
Roughly Speaking, on baltimoresun.com. He is the former host of Midday, a daily talk show on WYPR, 
the NPR affiliate in Baltimore. Earlier, he was host of a talk show on WBAL Radio, contributed feature 
stories and commentary to WBAL-TV News, the NBC affiliate in Baltimore, and he produced and served 
as host of a live television show, "Rodricks For Breakfast," on WMAR-TV, the ABC affiliate in Baltimore. 
He is the winner of several national and regional journalism awards, and the author of two books. 

  
Admission 

$35 per person 
  

Lunch includes:  Soup or Salad; Choice of Entre (Dry Aged Sirloin Steak Frites w/Red Eye Jus; Mini 
Tenderloin Sandwiches w/Parmesan Truffle Fries; Main Lobster Roll w/Sea Salt and Malt Vinegar Chips; 
or Jumbo Shrimp w/Couscous and White Wine Mushroom Broth); Selection of Homemade Cookies; and 
Soft Drinks.  Entre selection placed at time of service. 

  
Space is limited – Register now by visiting our homepage.  

  
For information, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 
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The Government and Public Interest Lawyers Committee 
Michael Hudak and Suzy Prucka, Co-Chairs 

and the 

Young Lawyer’s Division 
  

invite you to a 

 

 
HomeSlyce is generously giving us 10 percent of the proceeds of this 
Happy Hour toward the Holiday Party, so be sure to eat, drink, and 

network for a great cause!   
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Continuing Legal Education 
 

Presented by The Bar Association of Baltimore City and Baltimore County Bar Association 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committees 

  
Friday, November 20, 2015 

12:00 noon to 2:30 p.m. 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 

Room 504 (Bar Library's Brown Room) 
  

When It’s All About the Money 

 
Panel 

  
The Honorable John P. Miller (Retired) 

Circuit Court for Baltimore City 
  

M. Natalie McSherry, Esquire 
Kramon & Graham, P.A. 

  
A. Dwight Pettit, Esquire 

A. Dwight Pettit, P.A. 
  

Jeffrey A. Trueman, Esquire 
ADR Director 

Circuit Court for Baltimore City 
  

And you! Audience questions and feedback are desired. 
 

Join us for a lively discussion about negotiating the value of a personal injury lawsuit, resolving insured 
claims, and other disputes over money. Experience and wisdom abounds with panelists from all aspects 
of this challenging dynamic. In addition, we will thank The Honorable Pamela J. White for her service as 

the Baltimore City Circuit Court’s ADR Supervisory Judge and introduce The Honorable Julie R. Rubin as 
the in-coming ADR Supervisory Judge. Two (2) hours of Continuing Mediator Education (CME) credit 

will be provided. 
  

Admission is FREE for BABC and BCBA Members 
Non-Members $40 

 
Lunch generously sponsored by 
Wright, Constable & Skeen, LLP 

and 
Levin & Gann, P.A. 

 
To register, or for information, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 
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The Bar Association of  Baltimore City 
 21ST ANNUAL PAST PRESIDENTS’ LUNCHEON 

 
 

Tuesday, November 24, 2015 
The Grand, 225 N. Charles Street, Corinthian Room 

Baltimore, MD  21201 
11:30 A.M. – Cash Bar                                            12:00 Noon – Lunch 

 
 
 

Presidential Award Recipients 

 
 

The BABC 21st  Annual Past Presidents’ Luncheon  -  November 24, 2015 
 
 
 

NAME_______________________________________________PHONE _____________EMAIL_________________________   
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________CITY/STATE/ZIP_________________________ 
 
Please send me _____ tickets to the 21st Annual Past Presidents’ Luncheon ($65 per person).  Enclosed is my check,  payable to the 
Bar Association of Baltimore City, in the amount of $____________. 
 
Please charge my ___ VISA  ___  M/C #___________________________________V-Code _______Exp. Date ___________ 
 
Signature   _________________________________Special Dietary/ADA Accommodations: _________________________  
 
Mail registration form and check to: The Bar Association of Baltimore City, 111 N. Calvert Street, Suite 627, Baltimore, Maryland 
21202,  fax (credit card orders only) to 410-685-3420, or purchase online at www.baltimorebar.org.  For information, call  
410-539-5936, email info@baltimorebar.org.  Registrations must be received by  Wednesday, November 18, 2015.  

 
Charles H. Dorsey, Jr. Mentor Award Recipient 

 
 

Elva E. Tillman, Esquire 
Department of Law, Baltimore City 

 
 
 

Paul A. Dorf  Memorial ADR Award 
 
 

The Honorable Pamela J. White 
Circuit Court for Baltimore City 

 
 

Recognition of Recently Retired Judges 
 
            The Honorable M. Brooke Murdock                     The Honorable Martin P. Welch 
                  Circuit Court for Baltimore City                               Circuit Court for Baltimore City 
           
           The Honorable Askew W. Gatewood                    The Honorable John R. Hargrove 
         District Court of Maryland for Baltimore City              District Court of Maryland for Baltimore City 
 

             

Darren L. Kadish, Esquire 
Kadish & Kadish, P.C. 

Carrie McMahon Freeman, Esquire 
Bouland & Brush, LLC  
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The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
Welcomes You to Its 2015 

  

LEADERSHIP OPEN HOUSE 
 If you are interested in learning about leadership in The Bar Association of Baltimore City (BABC), want 
to learn how to become more involved, or just want to learn more about the BABC and what it does, come 

join our roundtable with current and past leaders of the Association.  The BABC encourages diverse 
participation. 

  
Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

504 Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 
(Bar Library’s Brown Room) 

12:00 to 1:30 p.m. 
Lunch provided 

  
Topics include: 

What are the responsibilities of the Officers of the BABC? 
What is the Association’s Executive Council and who serves on it? 

What are the responsibilities of committee chairs and committee members? 
How do I apply for leadership positions? 

Who are the staff of the BABC and how do they support BABC’s leadership and committees? 
 

Panel 
 

Robert D. Anbinder, Esquire 
President 

  
Gregory K. Kirby, Esquire 

President-Elect 
  

The Honorable Michael W. Reed 
Immediate Past President 

  
The Honorable Lynn Stewart Mays 

Past President 
  

Jocelyn S.  Szymanowski, Esquire 
Chair, Young Lawyers' Division 

  
Sidney A. Butcher, Esquire 
Chair, Diversity Committee 

  
Katherine T. Sanzone, Executive Director 

The Bar Association of Baltimore City 
 

Patricia A. DeGuilmi, Executive Assistant 
The Bar Association of Baltimore City 

  
Please RSVP no later than Friday, November 27, 2015 to info@baltimorebar.org. 
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CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 
   

Presented by the Family Law Committee 
Kendra Randall Jolivet, Esq. and Yolanda F. Sonnier, Esq., 

Co-Chairs 
   

Limited Scope Representation: 

Views from the Attorney Grievance 
Commission 

 
 Tuesday, December 15, 2015  

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Clarence Mitchell Courthouse 

Room 504  (Bar Library’s Brown Room) 

Guest Speakers 

Glenn M. Grossman, Esquire 
Bar Counsel, Attorney Grievance Commission of Maryland  

 
Lydia E. Lawless, Esquire 

Assistant Bar Counsel, Attorney Grievance Commission of Maryland  

Lawyers will receive insight from Bar Counsel on the implementation of Limited Scope Representation 
based on the recent statute.  

Lunch generously sponsored by F. Kirk Kolodner, Esq. 
and Randall & Sonnier, LLC 

 
 Admission:  

BABC Members – FREE 

Non-Members $40 
  

For information or to register, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call 410-539-5936. 
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Baltimore Bar Foundation and  

MD-DC Society for Healthcare Risk Management  
   

Proudly present a Symposium on 

When W rlds Collide: The Intersection of 
Healthcare, Law and Technology  

   

 
 
 

January 13, 2016 
At The University of Maryland  

Francis King Carey School of Law  
500 W. Baltimore St., Baltimore, MD 21201 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE.  DETAILS TO FOLLOW! 
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Calling all supporters 
of youth art!

Courting Art is a contest open to all Baltimore City public high school students who 
may submit works of art demonstrating what they love about Baltimore City. 

Please support the participating students by donating to the 
Courting Art Project hosted by the Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc. 
and Bar Association of Baltimore City.

Courting Art promotes youth artwork, connects the legal 
community with local communities of Baltimore City and aims to 
reduce stress and anxiety for litigants and courthouse visitors by 
beautifying local courthouses with the student submissions.
 
All submissions that meet the contest’s requirements will be 
initially exhibited at a local college for public display in March 
or April of 2016. Following the exhibition, the top works will 
be awarded prizes and professionally reproduced for long-term 
display at the Baltimore City Eastside District Courthouse.

 
In order to provide prizes to the top artists, as well the ability to 
professionally reproduce the works of art, the Courting Art Project 
needs your financial support:

 • Please make checks payable to Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc.,  
  listing Courting Art in the memo line. 

 • Please mail checks to 111 N. Calvert Street, Suite 627,   
  Baltimore, MD 21202. 

Additional questions? Please contact  
Brian Katzenberg at bkatzenberg@coskelaw.com or  
Craig Zissel at czissel@mdattorney.com.

Please contribute to the Courting Art Project of Baltimore City


