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TAX TIPS:   

THE IRS DOES NOT SEND E-MAILS OR CALL YOU 

This past month, police in India busted multiple call centers where hundreds of 

employees were posing as the IRS.  These “agents” would call innocent 

taxpayers and demand payment of a bogus tax bill, threatening jail time if they 

weren’t paid immediately.  

These call centers have scammed over $47 million dollars from frightened 

taxpayers, netting about $150,000 a day. These payments were made mostly 

though gift cards which cannot be traced.     

A new scam is the ”IRS” calling and saying that you owe a “federal student 

tax” for your student loans. This call comes from a number that shows up as 

the local police station, and the caller threatens to have you arrested if you do 

not pay immediately, using gift cards.  They even tell you that you could lose 

your college degree if you don’t pay up immediately. 

These are scams. Remember, the IRS does NOT call you.  

Scammers also use e-mails. A recent scam is what appears to be a CP2000 

notice for tax year 2015. These documents have the following characteristics: 

♦ They are sent as e-mail or as an attachment 

♦ They are sent from an Austin, Texas address 

♦ They ask for information on 2014 coverage, related to the Affordable Care 

Act. 

♦ They ask for checks to made out to “the I.R.S” and sent to the Austin 

Processing Center at a post office box.   

An authentic CP2000 notice from the IRS is sent when the income from a third

-party source (such as an employer) does not match income reported on a tax 

return, and additional tax is owed. An authentic CP2000 will also give 

instructions on what to do if the taxpayer disagrees with this notice of 

additional tax, and request that checks be made out to the “United States 

Treasury.”   

Remember, the IRS does NOT e-mail you.  

The IRS communicates ONLY through US mail, and never demands 

immediate payment.   

Protect yourself, and don’t get scammed!  

ARE YOU CONSIDERING 

PERSONAL BANKRUPTCY? 

Join Maryland Volunteer Lawyers 

Service where an experienced attorney 

will teach you how to file for bankruptcy 

on your own and will review court forms 

before they are submitted. Pre-register to 

attend for free.  

SEMINAR LOCATION 

December 1, 2016 

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

MVLS Offices 

201 North Charles Street, Suite 1400 

Baltimore, MD 21201 

Call 410-547-6537 or visit http://

mvlslaw.org/bankruptcy-seminar-

baltimore to register.  

NOTE: All attendees must be low-to 

moderate-income and not be in a 

foreclosure proceeding. 

¡SE HABLA ESPAÑOL!  

MVLS ha traducido nuestras 

grabaciones telefónicas, y todos las 

cartas y las aplicaciones al español. 

Usamos un servicio de interpretación 

telefónica para comunicar con los 

clientes de todos idiomas.  

Ahora es fácil buscar ayuda legal 

voluntario en su propio idioma. Para más 

información en español sobre nuestros 

servicios, visite:                        

www.mvlslaw.org/en-espanol.   

http://www.mvlslaw.org/en-espanol
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MORE INFORMATION... 

CREDIT REPAIR 

Get Nonprofit Help 

♦ The Maryland CASH Campaign offers free financial education classes and 

asset building programs. Learn more at www.mdcashacademy.org. 

♦ Guidewell Financial Solutions is a nonprofit organization in Maryland that 

offers free and low-cost financial services. Learn more at 

www.guidewellfs.org or call 1(800) 642-2227.      

Avoid Credit Repair Companies 

♦ MVLS recommends you avoid all for-profit credit repair companies. 

♦ They can’t actually do anything you can’t do yourself, including challenging 

negative items. 

♦ Do not pay credit repair companies upfront. Legally, they can’t make you, 

and if they try it means they’re not legitimate. 

♦ Many credit repair companies misrepresent their services. 

♦ See http://consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/how-avoid-credit-repair-

service-scams/ for more information.  

Build Positive Credit 

♦ If you have no credit history or very little credit history, the following 

methods will help you establish good credit in your own name as long as 

you pay completely and on time:  

♦ Secured credit cards: You pay a deposit up-front, so these are 

easier to qualify for. Only make small purchases, and stay far away 

from the limit (use 20% or less of available credit). Visit your local 

bank or credit union, or visit https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/top-

credit-cards/nerdwallets-best-credit-cards-for-bad-credit.  

♦ Credit-builder loans: These are not widely advertised, and are 

generally offered by credit unions and community banks. This can 

be a good method for building positive credit if you don’t have a 

way to pay a deposit on a secured credit card.  

♦ Pay your bills on time and in full. For free or low-cost financial planning 

help, visit Guidewell Financial Solutions at www.guidewellfs.org.   

♦ Wait. Repairing damaged credit is a time consuming process. Unless 

you had incorrect items on your report, there are no quick fixes. Late 

payments will drop off your credit report after 7 years, and bankruptcies will 

drop off after 10 years.  

Learn more at www.consumer.ftc.gov/topics/credit-and-loans.   

FREE LEGAL ADVICE            

ABOUT FORECLOSURE 

MVLS provides free brief legal consulta-

tions for homeowners facing foreclosure 

who do not have legal representation. 

Foreclosure Brief Legal Advice Attorneys 

will: 

 Answer questions about foreclosure  

mediation. 

 Give legal advice about your              

foreclosure. 

 Help you understand court papers and 

documents you received about your 

foreclosure. 

These attorneys will not attend mediation 

with you, but there are other options for   

obtaining legal representation for your          

mediation.  

In person clinic—Baltimore City 

Registration: Encouraged but not            

required. Call (410) 547-6537 to register. 

Where: 201 North Charles St, Suite 

1400,  Baltimore, MD 

When: The last Wednesday of each 

 month, from 3pm to 6pm 

The next clinic will be November 30.  

In person clinic—Anne Arundel County 

Registration: None. First come, first 

served basis. 

Where: Circuit Court for Anne Arundel 

 County, Law Library 

 8 Church Circle, Annapolis, MD 

 21401 

When: 3rd Wednesday of each month 

 from 11am to 1pm 

The next clinic will be November 16.  

Telephone Helpline: 

Helpline: (443) 808-0076 

When: Mondays from 1:30pm to 6pm, 

and Wednesdays from 8am to 12:30pm. 

http://www.mdcashacademy.org
http://www.guidewellfs.org
http://consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/how-avoid-credit-repair-service-scams/
http://consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/how-avoid-credit-repair-service-scams/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/top-credit-cards/nerdwallets-best-credit-cards-for-bad-credit
https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/top-credit-cards/nerdwallets-best-credit-cards-for-bad-credit
http://www.guidewellfs.org
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/topics/credit-and-loans

