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Executive Director Letter

Bonnie sullivan
Thirty years ago, amid threatened federal cuts to legal services programs 
nationwide,  a group of Maryland attorneys set out to create an 
organization that would provide free legal representation in civil cases 
to people who didn’t have the means to pay for a lawyer. With start up 
funding from the Maryland State Bar Association, The American Bar 
Association, the Bar Association of Baltimore City, and the Maryland Bar 
Foundation, MVLS was born. 

Some 50,000 Marylanders have been helped by MVLS volunteer lawyers 
since 1981. But it’s hard to calculate the number of families that have 
been saved or communities made a little stronger because those MVLS 

clients faced our system of justice with an attorney by their side. When you help one person 
escape a violent marriage, or climb from under crippling debt, or save their home from 
foreclosure, you are giving everyone in their world a little breathing space, and a chance to 
meet their full potential. Pro bono really can change the world.

It’s our volunteer lawyers who make this happen. Thousands of talented, committed 
professionals, who make a point to put the public good before financial gain. For thirty years 
they have understood that membership in the Bar is not to be taken lightly. They know that  
as lawyers we have an obligation that is both ancient and ongoing - to speak for those who  
have no voice. 

If you want to get an idea of how this affects a 
volunteer attorney, take a look at the letter we’ve 
published here from one of our volunteers, Margaret 
Fonshell Ward. When she took a pro bono case from 
us in 1989, she had no idea that it would change her 
life. The tiny child she represented over twenty years 
ago is an adult now. But through ever step of her 
client’s life Margaret was part of the journey. And 
she learned a lot along the way. Margaret’s story is 
just like so many others. And the lesson learned is 
clear – pro bono work doesn’t just change the client; 
it changes the attorney as well.

I feel privileged to be working for MVLS. The legacy 
of positive change that this organization has created 
over the past thirty years truly humbles me. But it 
also gives me a sense of energy and purpose. I know 
I speak for all of our staff when I say that we start 
every day with the same optimism that Margaret 
Fonshell Ward must have felt when she stood up to 
volunteer back in 1989. And we’re looking forward to 
the next thirty years.



Javius Cain joined MVLS in July 2010, 
as a paralegal handling foreclosure 
and domestic legal matters. A 
Baltimore native and graduate of 
Temple University, Javius worked 
as a paralegal with the Philadelphia 
Volunteers for the Indigent Program 
before coming to MVLS. 

Lee Hendelman joined MVLS in 
September 2010 as our Director of 
Development. A native New Yorker and 
MBA from Cornell University, Lee has 
previously worked in fundraising for 
national and local cultural institutions, 
most recently as the Development 
Officer for the Jewish Museum of 
Maryland.

Sally Snowberger joined MVLS in 
December 2010 as our Foreclosure 
Housing Counselor. She brings a wealth 
of experience to the position, including 
a four-year tenure as the Director of 
Homeownership Counseling for the 
Housing Commission of Anne Arundel 
County.

New Faces 
aT MVLs

MVLS Welcomes Tanya Axenson  
to Our Board of Directors
Tanya Axenson is the Executive Director for Talent 
Acquisition at Constellation Energy Group in Baltimore. 
In that role, she oversees recruiting and staffing for 
Constellation and all of its subsidiaries and affiliates.  
Her group also has responsibility for Diversity Outreach, 
Relocation Benefits, College Relations and Internship 
Programs, Immigration and OFCCP compliance. Before 
coming to Constellation, she spent a number of years 
working as a labor & employment attorney for a 
large Washington D.C. – based law firm. A graduate of 
Harvard Law School and Cornell University’s School 
of Industrial and Labor Relations, Tanya has written 
scholarly articles on issues of employment law and has 
lectured before human resource management classes at 
Georgetown University and Towson University.

Follow formatting done in the  
Spring 2010 issue of the newsletter

MaRYLaND 
sUPeR 
LawYeRs 
We are proud to announce that 
a record number of MVLS board 
members were selected for the 
2011 Maryland Super Lawyers 
publication. Congratulations to all!

Top 10 Super Lawyers

M. Natalie McSherry 
Kramon & Graham

Top 50 Super Lawyers

Rignal W. Baldwin, Jr. 
Baldwin Kagan & Gormley

Caroline D. Ciraolo 
Rosenberg Martin Greenberg

Susan T. Preston 
Goodell DeVries Leech & Dann

Kerry D. Staton 
Schochor Federico and Staton

Super Lawyers by Practice Area

Robert S. Brennen 
Miles & Stockbridge P.C. 
(Business Litigation)

Alan C. Cason 
McGuire Woods 
(Bonds/Government Finance)

Lawrence D. Coppel 
Gordon Feinblatt Rothman Hoff-
berger & Hollander 
(Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor 
Rights)

Steven R. Freeman 
Freeman, Wolfe & Greenbaum P.A. 
(General Litigation)

Fred S. Hecker 
Miller & Hecker 
(Family Law)

Mary T. Keating 
Law Offices of Mary T. Keatin 
(Employment & Labor)

Paul S. Sugar 
Ober, Kaler, Grimes & Shriver 
(Construction Litigation)



 LocaL eNTRePReNeUR 
 Makes GooD… aND Does GooD:  
aN INTeRVIew wITh J.P. GRaNT
J.P. Grant is the founder, President and CEO of Grant Capital Management (GCM), a leading 
provider of lease financing to the public sector for building projects and equipment. Born and raised 
in Baltimore and a member of the Harvard Class of ‘75, J.P.  is a well known philanthropist in the 
area. In an act of kindness that gained regional attention, J.P. donated funds to keep the large 
public pool in Baltimore City’s Druid Hill Park open through last Summer’s municipal fiscal crisis. 

J.P. has expanded his philanthropic range to legal services and GCM will be one of the Lead 
Sponsors of MVLS’s upcoming 30th Anniversary benefit.  We recently spoke with J.P. to learn 
more about his background in community service.

What was it like growing up on Baltimore’s West Side and how do you feel the 
experience has changed for children living there today?

I lived in a row house with my parents and two sisters.  It was a typical middle-class working 
neighborhood with all kinds of people: teachers, lawyers, doctors, postal workers, even numbers 
runners!  But everyone got along, everyone looked after each other and everyone was your 
parent.  It was a great time, when kids could be kids.

I’m in Howard County now, but I take my kids back to the old neighborhood so they can see how 
it has changed.   In my day, the biggest problem was people loitering by the liquor store.  Now it’s 
drug dealers.  Then, there were fistfights.  Now you can get shot.  When kids there go to school 
today, they literally fear for their lives.  What hasn’t changed is that kids need adults to take an 
interest in them and give them positive ways to occupy their time.  In the summers, my mother 
would take the neighborhood kids to Druid Hill Park to swim and play.  When I learned the City’s 
budget wouldn’t keep the pool open through Labor Day, I knew I had to help.

You founded GCM on the principle of making a difference in the community.  Why?

You start a company to make money, but then ask “what do you do with it?”  When you’re doing 
well there are some social issues that you don’t encounter regularly--but you have to find them.  
Sometimes people are so beaten down and don’t know where to turn that they give up.  If you see 
this you should help, proactively.  I believe these principles should hold in the corporate world, 
too.  So where we do business, we naturally help out. 

What inspires you about the work that MVLS does?

I first heard about MVLS from your board member, Kerry Staton.  As I did further research on 
MVLS I realized that your organization really helps the people who need it the most--individuals 
who are having trouble navigating the judicial system and are at their wits’ end. Some are facing 
foreclosure, or bankruptcy, or facing a custody battle where there shouldn’t be one.  I’m inspired 
by what your volunteer attorneys do. 

When I first started out, one of the leaders in my community connected me to Bruce Jurist, 
who offered me legal services at a discount.  Bruce did wonders for me and still represents me 
today.  I know that having a good attorney makes a huge difference for anyone.  So MVLS is an 
organization I want to support now, next year, and beyond.

What would you say to someone who wants to give back, but feels they don’t have 
enough resources to make a difference?

Find a cause that motivates you and start small.  Sometimes time is even more valued than 
money. If you have time, give that.  There are so many ways to help.  Find something that really 
interests you.  But wherever you start, make a commitment and stick to it.  There really is truth 
in the old saying, it is better to give than receive.  



Volunteer Lawyers Honored at Annual Recognition Event
On October 26, 2010, approximately 200 friends of MVLS 
gathered at the University of Maryland School of Law’s 
Westminster Hall in Baltimore to celebrate the achievements of 
MVLS’s volunteers and the contributions of its supporters.  The 
program featured Juan Williams, noted political commentator 
and author of “Thurgood Marshall: American Revolutionary.”  In 
his keynote address, Williams highlighted the importance of pro 
bono work and illuminated some of the key moments of Justice 
Marshall’s life. 

MVLS honored some of the individuals who have contributed outstanding pro bono service to low 
income clients. Mehlman, Greenblatt & Hare, LLC earned the “Law Firm of the Year” honor for 
their significant contributions of client representation and financial support.  Karl Henri Gauvin 
was named Volunteer of the Year, while Thomas Simpson Jr., Elva E. Tillman and Randy S. Wase 
were recognized for taking at least one pro bono case in each of the last 10 years.  

MVLS is grateful for the contributions of time, talent and resources from all of its volunteer 
lawyers and friends, and looks forward to continued celebration of their contributions in our 
30th Anniversary year.

Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service is proud to announce that one of our volunteers, 
Michael Connolly, an attorney with the Law Offices of Joseph S. Lyons in Towson, was 
the recipient of the Baltimore County Bar Association’s 2010 Pro Bono Award. To the 
paralegals at MVLS, Mr. Connolly has become our “go-to guy” for low income Baltimore 
County clients who need a pro bono attorney.  “He is always willing to assist when we call 
him” says Tara Miles, MVLS’ chief domestic paralegal, “and he has received many thanks 
and kind words from our clients.” Michelle Swift, MVLS’ Pro Bono Manager, runs down the 
numbers on Mr. Connolly: “He accepted nine pro bono cases over the last fiscal year. All of 
them have been domestic matters that can be trying on an attorney - like divorce and child 
custody. But he has shown himself to be a consistent and capable volunteer. That is truly 
exceptional.”  Although MVLS has many great attorneys on our volunteer panel, we think 
the Baltimore County Bar made the right choice in honoring Michael. Congratulations!

PRo BoNo: 
hoNoReD

MVLS Volunteer is Honored by Baltimore County Bar



case cLoseD

we ReceNTLY ReceIVeD The FoLLowING  
“case cLoseD” LeTTeR FRoM  
MaRGaReT FoNsheLL waRD,  
oNe oF oUR LoNGesT seRVING 
VoLUNTeeRs:
I was assigned an MVLS matter on September 12, 

1989 to represent the then newborn Dana Smith in 

a Child in Need of Assistance (CINA) proceeding.  

Her mother was a teenager and already in the CINA 

program.  Despite numerous efforts at reunification, 

Dana was not able to be rejoined to her mother as 

a child.  Therefore, I continued to represent her 

through the many years of her commitment to the 

Baltimore City Department of Social Services. Dana 

celebrated her 21st birthday on July 29, 2010. 

Hence, I am alerting MVLS that Dana’s commitment 

to DSS has ended and this matter is now closed. 

Over the last 21 years my representation of Dana has included dozens of status and review 
hearings, representation through a Termination of Parental Rights procedure, an unsuccessful 
attempt at reunification between mother and daughter in 2003, and placements in numerous 
foster homes.  Across the years there were many bumps in the road, but also many successes.  
Dana had placements that were strong and caring.  Those that were not successful sometimes 
failed because of her troubles, rather than the weaknesses of the placement.  Although Dana 
did not graduate from high school, she came very close and, with only a little effort, is near to 
obtaining a GED.  She remained reasonably stable until the last few years, when the strain of her 
rather chaotic and itinerant childhood began to affect her ability to continue maturing into the 
young adult she is capable of being. 

When I was a young lawyer, I accepted from MVLS many representations of children involved 
in the CINA program.  Most were completed and closed within 6-12 months.  I could never have 
suspected when I opened this file that I would remain Dana’s lawyer, and an active part of her 
life, for the next 21 years.  I have watched her grow from a baby to a delightful child to a pleasant 
adolescent to a volatile teenager, and now to a struggling, yet ultimately optimistic, young 
adult.  I have used her life and struggles as a window to the realities of the broader Baltimore 
community for my own children.

I am honored to have represented Dana for all of these years.  She has been an important part of 
my growth as an attorney and as a member of the community.  I thank MVLS for giving me this 
assignment.  I continue to use this experience as my gold standard of reasons why young lawyers 
should get involved with MVLS and similar programs to assist the underrepresented.  Saying yes 
to that call for help can indeed lead to a lifetime of reward.  It has been that for me and I hope I 
have achieved some small degree of that for Dana. 

- Margaret Fonshell Ward



PARTICIPATING SPONSORS

Lead Sponsors ($30,000+)
DLA Piper
Grant Capital Management
M & T Bank

Leadership Committee ($10,000)
Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP
Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Hoffberger &  
Hollander, LLC
Kramon & Graham, P.A.
Miles & Stockbridge Foundation
Ober|Kaler, Attorneys at Law
Rosenberg | Martin | Greenberg, LLP
Salsbury, Clements, Bekman, Marder &  
Adkins, L.L.C.
Saul Ewing LLP
Schochor, Federico, & Staton, P.A.
Warnken, LLC
Warren A. Brown, Esq.

Patrons ($5,000)
Baldwin, Kagan & Gormley, LLC 
Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl
Larry Jennings

Advocates ($2,500)
Anderson, Coe & King, LLP
Gallagher Evelius & Jones, LLP
Thomas F. Grogan
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC

Guardians ($1,000)
Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones 
Kathleen M. Cahill, Esq. 
J. Thomas Caskey 
Certified CIO 
Ellin & Tucker, Chartered Esquire  
Deposition Services 
Freeman, Wolfe & Greenbaum, P.A. 
Gore Brothers 
Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn, P.A. 
Hertzbach & Co. 
Hirschel, Savitz, Parker & Hollman, P.A.
Hylton & Gonzales 
Iamele & Iamele LLP 
Iliff & Meredith, P.C.
Invotex Group 
Kerr McDonald, LLP 
Maryland Defense Counsel, Inc. 
McGuireWoods LLP 
Mehlman, Greenblatt & Hare, LLC 
Mudd, Harrison & Burch, L.L.P. 
Murphy & Shaffer LLC 
Nash & Associates, LLC 
Law Offices of Stephen J. Nolan 
Jack H. Olender & Associates 
Procto r & McKee, P.A. 
RCM&D, Inc. / RCM&D Foundation, Inc.
Treanor Pope & Hughes 
Tydings & Rosenberg LLP 

HONORARY CHAIR:
Gregg L. Bernstein

Baltimore City 
State’s Attorney

For more information 
please contact: 
Lee Hendelman 
(443) 451-4065 

mvls@mvlslaw.org 
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