
Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Maryland Volunteer Lawyers
Service.
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

 

 We hope you join MVLS at one (or all!) of our exciting upcoming events and trainings! 
Additionally, we invite you to take one of the available foreclosure and 

consumer protection cases listed below. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

AVAILABLE CASES

Wicomico County Foreclosure 15-0113121
Client's wife passed away in April of 2015, and since then he has not been able to make the mortgage
payment on his own. The household income is approximately $2000 a month, consisting of the client's and
client's brother's Social Security benefits. The loan is owned by Bank of America, and the balance as of
October 26th is approximately $69,442. Client received a Notice of Intent to Foreclose on July 30, 2015, but
no case has been filed as of October 30, 2015. Client needs an attorney to explain his options, and make
sure the servicer doesn't give him the runaround on whichever loss mitigation option the client pursues.  
 
Charles County Foreclosure 15-0112621
Client took out a mortgage in 2000, borrowing approximately $163,000 at 5.8% interest; current amount
owed is almost $200,000. Client's income is approximately $52,000 a year. Client is 52 years old; her 20
year old son and her grandchild live in the home as well. Client initially fell behind on the mortgage in 2012
due to a reduction in her income, and she has not been able to catch up since then. She applied for a
modification in 2014, but before the application could be reviewed, her loan servicer changed and the new
servicer, Shellpoint, denied her application for failure to submit documents. A foreclosure case was filed in
July 2015; the Notice of Intent to Foreclose received by MVLS with client's court documents is dated
January 2013, with a balance of $163,008.58. The NOI was initiated by client's old servicer, Resurgent, not
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Shellpoint. Client went to mediation in late September and Shellpoint agreed to consider her for loss
mitigation if she submitted a new request for assistance. She is working on submitting the request, but
needs an attorney's help to make sure she is properly considered for loss mitigation.
 
Baltimore City Foreclosure 15-0113944
Client fell behind on her mortgage payment six months ago, when the mortgage payments increased from
$188.13 to $325. Payments increased because her mortgage company paid her water bill in order to keep
the home out of tax sale. Her current water bill is $2,193.67. Client is seeking attorney to help her apply for a
modification or otherwise adjust the monthly payment, and advise her on how she can ensure the water bill
doesn't put her in tax sale again.
 
Anne Arundel Foreclosure 15-0112863
Client and her husband bought the subject property in 2008. Client briefly moved out of the home in early
2014, and her husband agreed to keep paying the mortgage. Clients husband was arrested several months
later, and client discovered that her husband had stopped paying the mortgage. Client moved back into the
home in mid-2014, and tried sending payments to Wells Fargo, but they would not accept her payments.
She tried negotiating with Wells Fargo to get a modification or repayment plan, but has been unsuccessful.
Client's husband now resides in a long-term rehabilitation center as a condition of his probation. Client has
power of attorney for her husband, in order to facilitate any loss mitigation. Husband is able to contribute
$600 per month toward the mortgage, and client's current monthly income is approximately $1600-1700/mo.
from her employment. The mortgage payment is approximately $1100/mo. Client also has $11,000 saved
up toward paying the arrearage on the mortgage. Client contacted MVLS after mediation took place, and is
looking for an attorney to evaluate her situation and determine whether she was fairly considered for loss
mitigation, and needs an attorney to discuss her options at this point in time.
 
Anne Arundel Foreclosure 15-0113837
Client received a trial modification in April 2015. She made her trial payments, and signed the permanent
modification paperwork in August. The lender has since refused to honor the modification, stating that she
must address several judgments recorded against her before the modification would become effective. The
client believes these judgments belong to someone else, and are not her debts. She is seeking an attorney
to help her work with her lender to make the modification permanent, and advise her on how to address the
potential identity theft issues on her credit report.
 
Baltimore County Foreclosure 15-0111832
Clients' owe $240,000 on their first mortgage, and also have a home equity line of credit with a balance of
$50,000. Their mortgage is held by a private individual. This individual wants to foreclose on the home and
started rejecting their payments in April 2015 because the balloon note on the mortgage was due in
December 2014. They asked for a refinance of the amount due on the balloon note but were denied. They
have not received a Notice of Intent to Foreclose, and no foreclosure case has been filed at this time.
Clients are self employed, making approximately $36,000 per year, and would like to understand their
options for loss mitigation from a private individual lender. They also would like some legal advice on
whether bankruptcy may be a viable option for them.
 
Baltimore City Foreclosure 15-0113217



Client bought her home through Arundel Habitat for Humanity in 2008. When client applied for the
Homeowner's Tax Credit in April or early May 2015, she was working full time. In late May 2015, she retired
and her monthly income fell significantly. She now receives Social Security and works part time, for a total
monthly income of approximately $1100. SDAT rejected her Homeowner's tax credit application because it
was based on her pre-retirement income, and at that level of income the credit would not have reduced the
tax amount she was liable to pay. Her mortgage company paid the taxes due, which drained her escrow
account and caused her monthly mortgage payment to spike from $474 to $722. Client needs help pursuing
a modification or other loss mitigation option. She has not received a Notice of Intent to Foreclose yet, and
would like to avoid having a foreclosure case filed in court.

If you are interested in taking one of these cases or learning more please contact Ellyn Riedl.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
 
Consumer Protection Clinic  
MVLS is looking for volunteers to staff our Consumer Protection Project clinic at the Baltimore City District
Court. Volunteers provide consumers with brief advice on how to defend against a variety of consumer debt
cases, including credit cards, debt buyers, bail bonds and landlord/tenant.

Attorneys meet with defendants one-on-one for a 10-15 minute
consultation, discuss possible defenses and/or settlement options, and help
litigants file a Notice of Intention to Defend if appropriate. 

MVLS staff will be present to provide support to volunteers.  This is a great
opportunity to provide much needed services to the community, and it
doesn't require a further time commitment outside of the clinic date. 
To volunteer, please contact Ellyn Riedl.
 

Upcoming Clinic Dates:

November 17 & 24
 9 AM - 12 PM 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEDIA REQUEST: SPRINGLEAF FINANCIAL STORIES 

Jessica Silver-Greenberg, a journalist with The New

York Times, is looking for any attorneys who have

dealt with Springleaf Financial Services on behalf of
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a consumer.

If you have interacted with Springleaf and would like
to help, contact Ms. Silver-Greenberg directly via
email at jessica.silvergreenberg@nytimes.com and
please let us know you have reached out. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING TRAININGS

November 17: Estate Planning and Estate Administration
 

Attorneys are invited to attend one or both trainings. There is no fee to attend, but each participant will
be asked to accept a pro bono case over the next year for each training attended.  

University of Baltimore Law School  
Register Today

Estate Planning - 9 am - 12 pm 
 
Topics will include incapacity planning, after death planning and avoiding probate and will focus on
all the major estate planning tools - advance medical directives, financial powers of attorney, wills,
and property ownership structures. 

Presenter: Olivia R. Holcombe Volke, Elville & Associates 
 

Estate Administration - 12:30 -4:30 pm 

This training will focus on how and when to open small or regular estates, judicial versus
administrative probate, addressing estates with and without wills, and transferring property from an
estate. Email Susan Francis with any questions.

Presenter - K. Alice Young, Nusinov Smith 

December 9:  Mentoring Roundtable Webinar on Bankruptcy & Foreclosure
 
Wednesday, December 9th, 2015
12 - 1 pm 

Please join the Pro Bono Resource Center for a Mentoring Roundtable webinar, "Bankruptcy &
Foreclosure."  Raymond DiBiagio, bankruptcy practitioner and Foreclosure Prevention Pro Bono
Project volunteer will provide information about assessing foreclosure cases for bankruptcy.

Topics covered will include:

Assessing whether bankruptcy is appropriate in a foreclosure case
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A brief overview of Chapter 7 v. Chapter 13 bankruptcies
Common issues related to bankruptcy and foreclosure
How to refer clients to pro bono and low bono bankruptcy assistance
Opportunity to answer to your questions.

Register Today

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE

Join MVLS on March 17, 2016, at M&T Bank Stadium for our annual fundraising benefit! Watch the
NCAA Basketball Games on multiple screens, enjoy delicious tailgate fare, open beer and wine
bar, participate in an exciting silent auction, and experience exclusive stadium tours. 

Sponsorship opportunities and discount early bird tickets are available now!

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE FOR #GIVINGTUESDAY
DECEMBER 1, 2015
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MVLS has joined #GivingTuesday, a global day of giving that harnesses the collective power of
individuals, communities and organizations to encourage philanthropy and to celebrate generosity
worldwide.  Occurring this year on December 1, #GivingTuesday is held annually on the Tuesday
after Thanksgiving and the widely recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday to
kick-off the holiday giving season and inspire people to collaborate in improving their local
communities and to give back in impactful ways. 

Last year, MVLS raised over $5,000 on #GivingTuesday, this year we need your help to raise
$10,000! These funds will used to provide civil legal services to hundreds of low-income
Marylanders. We hope you'll join the #GivingTuesday movement this year by marking December
1st on your calendar as a day to make a tax-deductible donation to MVLS.  

Make your donation of $35 (or more!) on December 1st to commemorate MVLS' 35 years of
service to our community will ensure access to justice for all. 

For further questions on any information in this email, please contact:
Ellyn Riedl
Staff Attorney
Foreclosure Prevention and Consumer Law
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service
P:  443-451-4079 | F: 443-459-9037

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuJMzsAEnZZGEfvdsRczkpRCWLPav9Q2wrEqxkdVxZuG1oq1iUa-Y368YXoBi3OUvgeHv0pbD9en14r7YFAd2HLIT-RzzpUFOl74OFj2BwNtKLVjmsaofxYncsE2tS1h7e95aQxSYFkCEOtWPxab4Zg7EMScZieJdR7abnZp-Y1ym-wPq5az8I5djJn2wSGg0DnralTmG3PaA1tTRumgf5YzvMQnvb6Ngon7mphZC0JyvYpc86DfYPPEuh-3XRWFZN3rkB6MWj-nXHCeG76OffEyf_UZa3acnjHPlrADSKv0z52bjOar8yBeiPpkEnk9aJUH7SflGxLsw&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuCpX7djWJ4VYURfYhM4lhQNM31yFuDOLcQp0ehD-6km5m6SKSA7ea9qKGEABcM0oH16151xebjHDQIqo0N-vnQwb7SUukTMM6HmDXEVOJ4mRpwhDDHB3AuRsYNxBcqUXn8tvPa3ask4dYo4CYWXaRR8ImGgA0bFADWzAkLZ3V7112viYGCXaKjHZtN-fpmpog_OyMw8CLQc7wPuLgu9eQpTZcGW5dFRdBgRUthJuTKcN_Wn_-qg5LwcrRUc41eO-6E4XYDS8qqAgFYp7WH5xEniUuO_KmG305XAgTW7j8uwMza2377i1ZovGbRhS7vmRgbF5mBdVCOGD&c=&ch=
mailto:eriedl@mvlslaw.org

