
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Maryland General Assembly

Below are highlights from this year's legislative session that most directly impact clients
you might be representing through MVLS. Read on for these relevant new laws, most
taking effect on October 1, 2018.

Family Law
Mutual Consent

Mutual consent has been extended to couples with children. The agreement will have to
address all property, financial, custodial and visitation issues. The bill’s language
requires mutual consent regarding the care, custody, access and support of the minor or
dependent child, a settlement agreement that includes a completed child support
guidelines worksheet if the settlement agreement provides for the payment of child
support, and after reviewing the settlement agreement, the judge must be satisfied that
the agreement terms are in the best interest of the child. You can review the bill here .

Appointment or Designation of Standby Guardian – Adverse Immigration Action

Both estates and family law attorneys have struggled with how best to assist individuals
at risk of deportation with making enforceable plans regarding care-taking decisions
regarding their children. This bill creates a standby guardian which becomes effective
upon the initiation of a deportation proceeding. The existing standby guardianship
provisions for incapacity or death now also includes “or on the initiation of an adverse
immigration action against the parent and the consent of the parent”. This bill was signed
by Governor Hogan on May 15. It was passed as an emergency bill so it took effect upon
the Governor's signature. You can review the bill here .

Mutual Consent – Court Appearance

This legislation permits the defendant to not have to attend the court hearing if all other
procedural issues have been addressed, bringing it in-line with other grounds for
divorce. As a result, if all issues are resolved and the separation agreement has been
entered, the defendant does not have to attend the hearing. You can click here  to learn
more about the changes.

Grounds for Divorce – 12 Month Separation - Oral Amendment

This new law authorizes a party to make an oral amendment to their application for a
limited or absolute divorce in open court, to qualify as “the filing of the application for
divorce” when the party meets the 12 month separation grounds for divorce. You can
read more about this law here .

Property Law

http://www.mvlslaw.org
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/sb/sb0120T.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/sb/sb1239T.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=SB0096&tab=subject3&ys=2018RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/hb/hb1368t.pdf


Tax Sale – Water Liens

A temporary moratorium for water bill only liens for residential properties going to tax sale
in Baltimore City was passed. The moratorium is scheduled to last until December 31,
2019. In addition, the legislation requires the Baltimore City Department of Public Works
to report to the Baltimore City legislative delegation by October 1, 2019, on several
actions including specific outreach and education efforts about programs that can assist
with delinquent water bills, the administrative review process for a client disputing a water
bill, and any implemented alternative collection methods. You can review the bill here .  

Estate Fee

Probate fees can be a harsh barrier for low-income families to keep their family home in
the family. Many MVLS clients are living in multi-generational households, whose families
have not done the necessary estate planning and administration to keep the deed to
their home current with the family residents. Getting the deed corrected can be critical to
keeping the family in their home, so they can access important programs like the
homeowner’s property tax credit, water credit and home repair programs. But the estate
costs can be astronomical for a struggling family. Between the probate fee, publication
and bonding fee, recordation and lien certificate fees, and the requirement to be current
on their tax and water bills, some clients simply cannot bear all of these costs. 

Unfortunately, the probate fee is not waived for a MVLS client, like they are for all other
state judicial proceedings. The legislature took a step in the right direction this year, by
passing HB 556. It clarifies that Register of Wills may waive the probate fee, if the
decedent's family has income of 50% or less of Maryland median income, or is being
represented through a Maryland Legal Services Corporation funded organization (like
MVLS). The heir must reside in the property, or it has gone to tax sale and the estate is
unable to pay the probate fees because of poverty.  While it would have the most impact
for low-income homeowners for legislators to require the Register of Wills to waive the
fees in the above situations, this is certainly a positive step for legal services clients. You
can review the bill here .

Expungement Law

The Justice Reinvestment Act (JRA) was expanded so that felony theft, possession
with intent to distribute a controlled substance, and burglary are now in the same
category as second degree assault. This means a required 15 year waiting period plus
any sentence and probation with no subsequent convictions. We will be providing more
information as we get closer to the implementation date. You can learn more about this
change here .

Consumer Law

Financial Consumer Protection Act of 2018

The Act was passed to increase protection for consumers from predatory financial
products and services including closing potential loopholes that out-of-state payday
lenders have utilized by clarifying that loans cannot exceed the 33% rate cap, requiring
that consumer loans up to $25,000 are subject to this rate cap, increasing fines for
violating the Consumer Protection Act, and expanding the ability of the Attorney General
and the Commissioner of Financial Regulations to enforce the Dodd-Frank Act. Learn
more here .

For-Profit School Regulation

This legislation requires for-profit schools to disclose information about a school’s cost,
cancellation and refund policies, withdrawal rates and completion rates. The information
must be provided before a student signs an enrollment agreement, makes a financial
commitment or registers at the school. Each school also will now be required to provide a
performance bond which could be used to reimburse students’ non-federal loan tuition if
the school suddenly shuts down or is found to be deceptive or fraudulent. You can
review this bill here .

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/sb/sb1098e.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/hb/hb0556E.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/sb/sb0101E.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/sb/sb1068e.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/bills/sb/sb0795e.pdf


Baltimore City Council
Evictions Protections

The Baltimore City Council passed bill no. 18-0179 which will require landlords and
Sheriff’s office to provide a brochure to tenants that describes their rights in eviction and
lists legal and financial resources available to avoid eviction. It must be provided when
the lease is signed and when a landlord files an eviction complaint for failure to pay
rent. This bill was signed by Mayor Pugh on May 18. You can review the bill here .
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