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Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050    Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR FILING YOUR TAXES? 
While April may seem far away now, there are plenty of things you can be doing 

preemptively in order to prepare and ensure that you have a stress-free tax filing 

season. Here are some recommendations from the IRS as far as simple steps you can 

take to prepare:  

 Learn more about the new tax cuts and jobs act through the IRS Publication 

5307. The IRS has introduced a new document that covers Tax Reform Basics for 

Individuals and Families, available here on their website: IRS.gov/getready.  

 Gather your documents sooner rather than later. You can be sure that your tax 

return is complete and accurate by making sure you have everything you need 

ahead of time. You’ll need your 2017 tax return, year-end W-2 Forms from all of 

your employers, and Forms 1099 from banks or other payers.  These forms 

usually start arriving in the mail by January. If you notice any errors, be sure to 

contact the payer as soon as you can for corrections.  

 To avoid refund delays, gather all of your documents and wait to file until you 

can file all year-end documents at once. That way, you will avoid unnecessary 

delays that you may incur by submitting incomplete records.  

 For a faster refund, you can “e-file” for free online. Through this method, 

software will do all of the hard work for you as far as tax preparation and doing 

all of the calculations on your behalf. You can access the IRS Free File here: 

www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free 

 Get your refund through Direct Deposit. By choosing to have your refund direct 

deposit, it will go directly into your bank account. This way, there’s no risk of the 

check getting lost in the mail or potentially stolen.  

Getting prepared now means less of a headache in April! IRS Free File opens January 

2019. There are other free resources through Turbo Tax , Tax Slayer, and Credit 

Karma. Before filing online with other companies, make sure the website is 100% 

legitimate before entering your personal information. 

Lastly, make sure you do not pay for a tax preparer or use refund anticipation loans. 

Use local Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), which are reputable sites that offer 

free tax preparation. This information will be listed online here as tax season 

approaches: cashmd.org/free-tax-preparationresources/ 

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE 

ABOUT FORECLOSURE? 

At these events, attorneys provide 

FREE legal consultations for 

homeowners facing foreclosure. 

Attorneys can answer your questions 

about foreclosure mediation and help 

you understand any court papers or 

documents you have received about 

the foreclosure. These attorneys will 

NOT attend mediation with you, but 

there are other options to obtain legal 

representation for your mediation. 

 

Dec. 5 & Jan. 2 

10 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Charles County Law Library 

200 Charles Street 

La Plata, MD 20646 

*Reservations requested: call 301-932-3322* 

 

Dec. 19 & Jan. 16 

11 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Anne Arundel Law Library 

8 Church Circle  

Annapolis, MD 21401 

*No reservation required* 

 

Dec. 26 & Jan. 30 

3 pm— 6 pm 

MVLS Office 

201 N. Charles St, #1400 

Baltimore, MD 21201 

*No reservation required* 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMDMwLjk2OTI2MDYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTAzMC45NjkyNjA2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE0MjI1JmVtYWlsaWQ9Ym9ubmllQG12bHNsYXcub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1ib25uaWVAbXZsc2xhd
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MORE INFORMATION 

GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and over the 

phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 

¡SE HABLA ESPAÑOL!  

MVLS ha traducido nuestras 

grabaciones telefónicas, y todos 

las cartas y las aplicaciones al 

español. Usamos un servicio de 

interpretación telefónica para 

comunicar con los clientes de 

todos idiomas. Ahora es fácil 

buscar ayuda legal voluntario en 

su propio idioma. Para más 

información en español sobre 

nuestros servicios, visite:  

mvlslaw.org/en-espanol.   
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EXPUNGEMENT  

TRAINING WEBINAR 

Check out the recorded training 

here to learn more about  

expungement law:   

bit.ly/non-atty-expungement- 

SHUTTING DOWN SCAMMERS 
Scammers are taking advantage of the business of the holiday season to trick 

people out of their hard-earned money. Don’t fall prey! Here are some of the 

most common scams circulating during this holiday season: 

 Utility Bill Scams - Scammers will pretend they are calling from a gas,  
electric, or water company saying that your service is about to be  
interrupted. Their goal is to convince you that your bill is late and must be 
paid immediately, usually through suspect means such as a wire transfer, 
reloadable card, or gift card.  

 
 Spear Phishing Scams - These scams are a combination of spear phishing, 

meaning where the caller pretends they are from a reputable company, and 
caller ID scamming. The caller ID on your phone will show up as your bank or 
another company and the caller will know some of your personal details. If 
you receive a call like this that seems odd, don’t respond. Call your bank to 
check in with them and check your bank accounts to ensure there hasn’t 
been any odd activity.  

 
 Fake Social Security Calls - Scammers are also pretending to be the Social 

Security Administration (SSA) using fake 1-800 customer service numbers to 
get your personal information. No matter how legitimate these calls seem, 
stay alert. The caller will ask for your Social Security number to increase your 
benefit payments or may even threaten to cut off your benefits if you do not 
provide the information.  

 
Remember that the SSA will never threaten you if you fail to provide personal 
information or let you increase the amount of your benefits. If you receive a call 
like this, hang up immediately and call the SSA directly at 1-800-772-1213.  
 
You can report any of the above scams to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) by 
going to ftc.gov/complaint. 

WICOMICO PUBLIC LIBRARY CLINIC 

December 12 | 2 - 4 pm 

122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, MD 21801 

To sign up, call 410-749-3612 
or go to the Wicomico Job Search Center.  

http://www.mvlslaw.org/en-espanol

