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PROTECTING AGAINST FINANCIAL EXPLOITATION 

We’ve all heard stories from friends or family members about how people they 

know have been swept up in the stories spun by scammers over the phone or 

online, trying to sell them products that they’ll never really receive or send money 

overseas for a grandchild in need. But what we need to consider more carefully is 

harder to digest - that it isn’t just strangers taking advantage of vulnerable 

people, but unfortunately, it can be our loved ones as well, who fall on hard times 

and can financially exploit out of desperation. Luckily, there are steps you can 

take to protect yourself and/or your family members from these potential 

dangers.  

Financial exploitation is when a trusted person uses that trust to take your 

money or property for their own benefit. It’s different than scams, which are 

normally committed by strangers often through emails and phone calls to trick 

individuals out of their money. 

The people most likely to exploit can include caretakers, family members, 

neighbors, friends and acquaintances, attorneys, bank employees, faith leaders, 

doctors, and nurses. The majority of financial exploitation is carried out by family 

members or trusted others.  

How do you spot financial exploitation? Some signs to look out for are sudden 

changes in your bank account, such as withdrawals and transfers, notices of 

unpaid bills, forgeries of legal documents and checks, and financial arrangements 

that don’t make sense or have no documentation.  

How can you protect yourself? Be sure to keep track of all your financial 

transactions, ask for receipts and explanations, avoid or close joint accounts, 

include limiting language in the Financial Power of Attorney document, and 

complete your estate planning. MVLS provides free legal help with estate 

planning, which is a legal process that can help you make intentional decisions 

about your future that will limit the amount people around you can financially 

exploit you.  

For more information and further resources, visit our website: 

mvlslaw.org/get-legal-help/get-legal-information 

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE 

ABOUT FORECLOSURE? 

At these events, attorneys provide 

FREE legal consultations for 

homeowners facing foreclosure. 

Attorneys can answer your questions 

about foreclosure mediation and help 

you understand any court papers or 

documents you have received about 

the foreclosure. These attorneys will 

NOT attend mediation with you, but 

there are other options to obtain legal 

representation for your mediation. 

 

Jan. 2 & Feb. 6 

10 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Charles County Law Library 

200 Charles Street 

La Plata, MD 20646 

*Reservations requested: call 301-932-3322* 

 

Jan. 16 & Feb. 20 

11 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Anne Arundel Law Library 

8 Church Circle  

Annapolis, MD 21401 

*No reservation required* 

 

Jan. 30 & Feb. 27 

3 pm— 6 pm 

MVLS Office 

201 N. Charles St, #1400 

Baltimore, MD 21201 

*No reservation required* 
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MORE INFORMATION 

GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and over the 

phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 

¡SE HABLA ESPAÑOL!  

MVLS ha traducido nuestras 

grabaciones telefónicas, y todos 

las cartas y las aplicaciones al 

español. Usamos un servicio de 

interpretación telefónica para 

comunicar con los clientes de 

todos idiomas. Ahora es fácil 

buscar ayuda legal voluntario en 

su propio idioma. Para más 

información en español sobre 

nuestros servicios, visite:  

mvlslaw.org/en-espanol.   
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EXPUNGEMENT  

TRAINING WEBINAR 

Check out the recorded training 

here to learn more about  

expungement law:   

bit.ly/non-atty-expungement- 

GETTING OFFERS TO RELIEVE STUDENT 
DEBT? IT MAY BE TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE 
Getting a call from someone who is promising to alleviate your student debt may 
seem too good to be true… and it usually is. Many of the programs that will  
contact you offering reduced monthly payments or even total loan forgiveness 
can end up costing you tons of money without making good on their promise.  
 
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) received complaints regarding a company 
called Impetus Enterprise Inc., who has also used names like Aidnest, Aiding  
Student Relief, and others. Impetus Enterprise is guilty of widely promising things 
like complete loan forgiveness in under ten years, which most borrowers are  
ineligible for. 
 
The FTC states people who were scammed by this ruse paid (and lost) around 
$500 to get debt relief, which never actually came through in the end. These 
companies charged these fees before actually helping anyone with debt issues, 
which is illegal. The FTC is currently working to try and return these funds to the 
people who fell victim to this scam, but unfortunately, once someone is financial-
ly exploited or scammed, it can be very difficult to get their money returned to 
them by the scammers.  
 
The best defense is to stay alert and aware of who is contacting you and to  
always question the source. If someone is trying to get you to pay these fees  
upfront, know that it is absolutely a scam. There are many ways to access FREE 
help with student loan debt. Anyone who is charging you money does not have 
your best interest in mind. 
 
The FTC provides a list of resources you can go through to get free assistance 
with student loan debt relief from the US Department of Education. Learn more 

here: consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2018/11/fake-promises-offer-no-
sigh-debt-relief-0 

WICOMICO PUBLIC LIBRARY CLINIC 

February 13 | 2 - 4 pm 

122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, MD 21801 

To sign up, call 410-749-3612 
or go to the Wicomico Job Search Center.  

http://www.mvlslaw.org/en-espanol

