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Real ID Act– Identification Cards 
 
Your driver’s license or state ID may be changing soon. 

According to the REAL ID Act, which requires identification 

cards become more secure, an ID has to include an 

individual’s full legal name, date of birth, gender, driver’s license 

or identification card number, signature, address, and photo. 

The new cards also include physical security features that are 

designed to prevent tampering, counterfeiting, or duplication for 

fraudulent purposes.   
 

Check your REAL ID status here: http://bit.ly/realidinfo 
 

To become REAL ID compliant, you must physically bring 

documents to the MVA that provide proof of your age and 

identity, social security, and Maryland residency no later than 

October 1, 2020. Additional documents are required from 

anyone who has changed their name. Find a list of acceptable 

documents here: http://license.mva.maryland.gov/CheckList/

default.aspx  
 

After October 1, 2020, IDs that are not REAL ID will be recalled 
and if a driver’s license, it will be invalid. Voter registration will 
also require the REAL ID after this date, and REAL ID will be 
required to board a plane or enter federal facilities. 
 

Many Maryland residents are already in possession of a REAL 
ID card, mostly those issued after 2016, but still need to 
submit the required documents in order to be compliant. 
This process is free. If you do not have an updated license or 
ID, the cost is $20 for a duplicate license fee. Not sure if you 
have one or not? Again, you can check your status here: http://
bit.ly/realidinfo 
 

Did you know? Maryland now allows a third gender marker, 
“X”, on drivers’ licenses. 

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE 

ABOUT FORECLOSURE? 

At these events, attorneys provide 

FREE legal consultations for 

homeowners facing foreclosure. 

November 6 

10 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Charles County Law 

Library 

200 Charles Street 

La Plata, MD 20646 

*Reservations requested: call 301-

932-3322* 

 

November 20 

11 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Anne Arundel Law 

Library 

8 Church Circle  

Annapolis, MD 21401 

*No reservation required* 

 

November 27 

3 pm— 6 pm 

MVLS Office 

201 N. Charles St, #1400 

Baltimore, MD 21201 

*No reservation required* 

http://license.mva.maryland.gov/CheckList/default.aspx
http://license.mva.maryland.gov/CheckList/default.aspx
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GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and over the 

phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 
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CLIENTS– DID YOU KNOW? 
 

MVLS clients can check their case status or update your 
contact information on our website?  Both are available 

at https://mvlslaw.org/ under the Get Help tab.  
 

Estate Debt 
 

After someone passes away, their assets (home, car, money, etc.) 

all become part of an “estate”, managed by a Personal 

Representative.  

 

If the deceased passed away with debts, creditors may have the 

first claim on the assets, for up to 6 months following the 

death. Examples include collections from credit cards or medical 

debt. After 6 months, the Personal Representative can distribute the 

remaining assets. However, there are exceptions to the 6-month 

rule. For example, the US government, State of Maryland, and 

Medicaid can collect after 6 months, and enforcement of a 

mortgage, pledge, judgement, or other lien is possible beyond 6 

months as well.  

 

The Personal Representative is responsible for making sure the 

deceased’s estate pays off the debts. However, that individual is not 

personally responsible for the debts if there are not enough 

assets in the estate to cover all of them.  

 
There are ways to make sure your assets go to loved ones after 
you pass and not into an estate. We call this process avoiding 
probate. Here are some steps you can take now: 
 Set up a Transfer on Death or Payable on Death on bank 

accounts and vehicle registration so that your money and 
vehicle go directly to the person you’ve selected rather than into 
the estate. 

 Create a life estate deed so your home automatically goes to 
the person you named.  

 
More information is available here: http://bit.ly/estatedebt   

Changes to  
Civic Duty 

 

♦ Eligibility for jury duty has been 

expanded– a new law now says 

that only jail sentences of over 

one year can disqualify you from 

serving on a jury.  

♦ Maryland now offers same day 

voter registration. 

WICOMICO PUBLIC  
LIBRARY CLINIC 

December 11 | 2 - 4 pm 

122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, 21801 

To sign up, call 410-749-3612 

or go to the Wicomico Job Search 

Center.  

Connect virtually with attorneys for 

assistance with  

expungement and more. 

https://mvlslaw.org/

