
D
EC

EM
B

ER
  2

01
9  

 

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050    Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

Why Participate in the 2020 Census? 
 
Every ten years, the Federal government is required to conduct a 
census and count each person living in the United States.  
Marylanders will receive a letter about the census in March of 2020.  
In 2020, for the first time ever, households will also be able to 
complete the census online. 
 
The census will ask some basic questions about your household, 
including your family members’ ages, race, employment status, 
education level and income.  You may wonder, why is it important to 
fill out the census? 
 
Information from the census is used to determine how much funding 
is given to many of the programs that we all know and rely on.  
Chances are you or someone in your family probably participates in 
one of these programs: 
 
♦ Senior Centers 

♦ Head Start (Early Education) & Special Education 

♦ LIHEAP (Energy Assistance) 

♦ SNAP (Food Stamps) 

♦ Section 8 Vouchers 

♦ Caregiver Programs 

♦ Free legal services for older adults 

 

So when that census letter arrives on your doorstep in 2020, stand up 
and be counted!  Your response matters to your friends, family and 
neighbors. 

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE 

ABOUT FORECLOSURE? 

At these events, attorneys provide 

FREE legal consultations for 

homeowners facing foreclosure. 

 

December 18 

11 am—1 pm 

Circuit Court for Anne Arundel Law 

Library 

8 Church Circle  

Annapolis, MD 21401 

*No reservation required* 

 

December 18 

3 pm— 6 pm 

MVLS Office 

201 N. Charles St, #1400 

Baltimore, MD 21201 

*No reservation required* 

 

Circuit Court for Charles County Law 

Library 

200 Charles Street 

La Plata, MD 20646 

Cancelled for December and 

January 
Estate Debt Factsheet Available 

MVLS recently released a new factsheet that describes what 

happens to a person’s debts after they pass away. Find the new 

factsheet here: http://bit.ly/estatedebt  
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GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and over the 

phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 
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CLIENTS– DID YOU KNOW? 
 

MVLS clients can check their case status or update your 
contact information on our website?  Both are available 

at https://mvlslaw.org/ under the Get Help tab.  
 

Did You Know MVLS Assists with 
Gender Change Cases? 
 

MVLS provides assistance for transgender clients seeking legal name and 
gender change. Orders for Name and/or Gender Change can serve to legally 
certify gender transition, and MVLS assists in obtaining this order and 
updating identity documents, such as birth certificates, social security cards, 
driver’s licenses, and passports. To find out if MVLS can help you or 
someone you know with name or gender change, call our intake line at 
(410) 547-6537! 
 

Avoiding Debt Collection Scammers 
 

Debt collection calls can already be stressful, but what about when you’re 
not even sure it’s a legitimate call? Watch out for the following warning 
signs, compiled by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau: 
 
1. They withhold information from you 
2. They pressure you to pay by money transfer or prepaid card 
3. They falsely threaten you with jail time or pose as a government official 
4. They say they will tell your family, friends, and employer 
5. You don’t recognize the debt that the person claims you owe money for 
6. They ask you for sensitive personal financial information 
7. They call you at inconvenient times (before 8am or after 9pm) 
 
If you think this may be happening to you, there are ways you can protect 
yourself. For example, always make sure you have the original debt in 
writing before paying anything. Read more about debt collection scammers 
and precautions you can take here: http://bit.ly/debtcollectionscammers  

Changes to  
Civic Duty 

 

♦ Eligibility for jury duty has been 

expanded– a new law now says 

that only jail sentences of over 

one year can disqualify you from 

serving on a jury.  

♦ Maryland now offers same day 

voter registration. 

WICOMICO PUBLIC  
LIBRARY CLINIC 

December 11 | 2 - 4 pm 

122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, 21801 

To sign up, call 410-749-3612 

or go to the Wicomico Job Search 

Center.  

Connect virtually with attorneys for 

assistance with  

expungement and more. 

https://mvlslaw.org/

