JANUARY 2020

Are You Prepared for Filing Your Taxes?
Tax season is around the corner! Although filing season doesn’t begin until the end of January, there
are several things that you can do now to be prepared. Being prepared makes filing easier – which
means you get your refund back faster! Here are some recommendations from the IRS as far as simple steps you can take to prepare:


Gather your documents sooner rather than later. You can be sure that your tax return is
complete and accurate by making sure you have everything you need ahead of time. You’ll
need your 2018 tax return, year-end W-2 Forms from all of your employers, and Forms 1099
from banks or other payers. These forms usually start arriving in the mail by January. If you notice any errors, be sure to contact the payer ASAP for corrections.



To avoid refund delays, gather all of your documents
and wait to file until you can file all year-end
documents at once. That way, you will avoid
unnecessary delays that you may incur by submitting
incomplete records.



For a faster refund, you can “e-file” for free online.
Through this method, software will do all of the hard work
for you as far as tax preparation and doing all of the
calculations on your behalf. You can access the IRS Free
File here: http://bit.ly/freee-file



Get your refund through Direct Deposit. By choosing
to have your refund direct deposit, it will go directly into
your bank account. This way, there’s no risk of the check
getting lost in the mail or potentially stolen.

Getting prepared now means less of a headache in April! IRS Free
File opens in January 2020. There are other free resources
through Turbo Tax, Tax Slayer, and Credit Karma. Before filing
online with other companies, make sure the website is 100%
legitimate before entering your personal information. Lastly, make
sure you do not pay for a tax preparer or use refund anticipation
loans. Use local Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), which
are reputable sites that offer free tax preparation. A good local one
is the CASH Campaign of Maryland: You can visit cashmd.org/free
-tax-preparationresources/ or call them at 800-492-0618. More
information will be listed online at CASH soon!

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE
ABOUT FORECLOSURE?
At these events, attorneys provide
FREE legal consultations for
homeowners facing foreclosure. No
reservation is required.
January 15
11 am—1 pm
Circuit Court for Anne Arundel Law
Library
8 Church Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401
January 29
3 pm— 6 pm
MVLS Office
201 N. Charles St, #1400
Baltimore, MD 21201

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050  Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

JANUARY 2020

Make a New Year’s Resolution to Plan
for Your Future
The New Year is a great time to make a resolution to plan for your
future. There are a few changes you may want to consider at the start
of this new year, with the help from a pro bono lawyer.
First of all, consider making a financial power of attorney to appoint an
agent to help manage your finances. As you get older, your agent can
help you in a number of ways, including: (i) arranging the payment of
your everyday expenses, rent, and/or doctor’s bills; (ii) collecting
government benefits, handling bank transactions, filing your taxes, and
more.
Second, consider drafting a will. Your will allows you to decide who will
receive your property after you pass away. If you die without a will,
then state law will decide how to distribute your assets, which might
not reflect your wishes.
Finally, you may want to make an advance medical directive so that
your doctors know your preferences about your healthcare. This
includes appointing a healthcare agent that can speak for you in the
future if you cannot, and/or outlining your medical preferences.
Start the new year off right, with a resolution that will last a lifetime.
For more information on estate planning, please visit http://bit.ly/
whyestateplanning. You can call MVLS intake at 800-510-0050 from
9am-12pm Monday-Thursday and if you qualify, we can set you up with
an attorney to start the estate planning process.

CLIENTS– DID YOU KNOW?
MVLS clients can check their case status or update
contact information on our website. Both are available
at https://mvlslaw.org/ under the Get Help tab.

Empowered Worker
Information Session
Wednesday, Jan. 29 | 1:00 pm

UMB Community Engagement Center

♦ Free training to increase your job
readiness and protect yourself in
the workplace

♦ Learn about pre-employment
checks, what to do if you face discrimination, wage theft, or unsafe
conditions at work, and how to
look up and potentially expunge
criminal records

♦ More info here: http://
bit.ly/37reEHP

WICOMICO PUBLIC
LIBRARY CLINIC
February 12 | 2 - 4 pm
122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, 21801
To sign up, call 410-749-3612
or go to the Wicomico Job Search
Center.
Connect virtually with attorneys for

assistance with
expungement and more.

GET QUICK LEGAL
ADVICE NOW
Maryland Courts Self-Help
Center offers quick legal advice
through online chat and phone!
Call 410-260-1392
8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday
Or chat online:
mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050  Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

