FEBRUARY 2020

It’s Tax Season– Property Tax Season
Many people think of this time of year as the season to file your income taxes and hopefully get a
tax refund. However, there is another type of taxes to keep in mind – property taxes. Each year,
every county holds its annual tax sale of properties that are behind on property taxes or have certain unpaid housing code citations. At this sale, investors can purchase the debt you owe to the
County and eventually foreclose on your house if the debt remains unpaid.
If you are at risk of tax sale, you will receive a notice that you owe taxes or citations to the County
or Baltimore City that are unpaid. Then, if the debt remains unpaid, your property will be on the tax
sale list and the debt you owe will be put up for sale. After the sale, you have a certain period of
months to “redeem” your house by paying what you owe to either the investor or County (the process varies in different counties). As time goes on, you will be charged interest and eventually a
foreclosure case will be filed and you will be charged attorney fees and court costs, which can get
expensive.
The best thing you can do to avoid tax sale is make sure you are up to date on your property taxes
and any other citations you owe to the County. Take advantage of all the credits that could help
lower your taxes like the Homeowners Property Tax Credit and Homestead Tax Credit. More information on these programs can be found here: https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/Tax-CreditPrograms.aspx. If you find yourself in tax sale or at risk of tax sale, MVLS may be able to help.
You can complete our online intake application at http://bit.ly/applymvls or call our intake phone
line at 410-547-6537 Monday-Thursday from 9am-12pm.

HAVE A FRIEND WITH A LEGAL ISSUE?
MVLS supports Marylanders with a variety of legal
challenges. If someone you know needs assistance in any
of the following areas, they can complete an intake with us
to see if they qualify for our free services.


Family Law



Income Tax Controversy



Housing



Expungement



Consumer Finance



Estate Planning

Intake Line: 410- 547-6537 or 800-510-0050
Call between 9am-12pm Monday-Thursday
Or apply online at: http://bit.ly/applymvls

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE
ABOUT FORECLOSURE?
At this event, attorneys provide FREE
legal consultations for homeowners
facing foreclosure. No reservation is
required.
February 26
3 pm — 6 pm
MVLS Office
201 N. Charles St, #1400
Baltimore, MD 21201

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050  Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2020

Real ID Reminder

How to Avoid Tax Refund Delays
The IRS has some tips to ensure a quicker, less confusing tax
process for filing your tax return for 2019:

♦

Get your documents together.
Make sure that all your documents are together before filing, including
your 2018 tax return, Forms W-2 from employers, Form 1099 from
banks and payers, and Form 1095-A (Health Insurance Marketplace
Statement).

♦

Renew your Individual Taxpayer Identification Number
(ITIN) if you have one.
If you have an ITIN, make sure that it is not expired. Check up on your
ITIN and renew before you file to avoid any delays on your refund!

♦

File online for a faster refund!
E-filing your taxes is the fastest, most accurate way to file and often,
tax errors are what delay refunds.

♦

Use direct deposit.
Use a combination of direct deposit and e-filing to receive your refund
without delay. This way, there is no need to worry about a lost, stolen,
or undeliverable refund check.

♦

Make sure you go to a reputable tax return preparer.
Reputable tax return preparers don't disappear after tax season. One
way to find a reputable tax return preparer is to look for a list of those
certified by the IRS. This information can be found on the IRS website,
www.IRS.gov. Another option is to consult a Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) site. A local one is the CASH Campaign at 410-2348008, with locations throughout the Baltimore area.

People claiming certain tax credits, like Earned Income Tax
Credit, will experience a longer holding period for refunds.
However, the benefit of this credit is worth the wait!
Visit the IRS website for more information:
http://bit.ly/taxprepsteps

Your driver’s license or state ID may be
changing soon with the Real ID Act.
To become REAL ID compliant, you
must physically bring documents to the
MVA that provide proof of your age
and identity, social security, and Maryland residency no later than October 1,
2020. After that date, IDs that are not
REAL ID will be recalled.
Check your REAL ID status here:
http://bit.ly/realidinfo

WICOMICO PUBLIC
LIBRARY CLINIC
February 12 | 2 - 4 pm
122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, 21801
To sign up, call 410-749-3612
or go to the Wicomico Job Search
Center.
Connect virtually with attorneys for

assistance with
expungement and more.

GET QUICK LEGAL
ADVICE NOW
Maryland Courts Self-Help
Center offers quick legal advice
through online chat and phone!
Call 410-260-1392
8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday
Or chat online:
mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050  Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

