
February 2020CELEBRATING LEADERS OF POSITIVE CHANGE

PLUS!  BALTIMORE’S HEAVY HITTERS FOCUS ON OUR FUTURE

 Calvin Butler is 
CHARGED 
UP FOR 
CHANGE

26
PEOPLE AND  

PROGRAMS  
THAT ARE  

TRANSFORMING  
BALTIMORE

 

SAFE STREETS 
GALVANIZED  
AGAINST GUNPLAY

GARRICK  
WILLIAMS’  
PIGSKIN PLAN

THREAD’S 
ANGELS OF 
EDUCATION

Reprinted with permission from

FEBRUARY 2020 ISSUE

SETTING THE BAR HIGH

M
IT

R
O

 H
O

O
D

GROWING UP WITH A YOUNGER SIS-
TER WHO HAS INTELLECTUAL DISABIL-
ITIES, ALEXANDRIA MONTANIO WAS 
NO STRANGER TO ADVOCACY. BUT IN 
HIGH SCHOOL, HER SISTER, ANASTA-
SIA, WAS THE VICTIM OF A SERIOUS 
INCIDENT, THE KIND ONLY A LAWYER 
CAN ADDRESS. 

The Montanios, like so many other 
families, couldn’t afford legal help. Their 
salvation came through a pro-bono 
attorney named Todd Chason, who was 
assigned to the case by a nonprofit legal 
services provider. In Montanio’s eyes, the 
young lawyer was a superhero.

“He just swooped in and start fixing 
problems,” she says. “Todd was so caring 
and cognizant of the fact that people with 
special needs often encounter bumps in 
the road within the legal system. Long 
after the resolution of the case, his impact 
on my family was profound.” 

Rather than simply filing the experience 
away in her mental library, Montanio felt 
called to pay it forward. In fall 2016, she 
officially started her law career at Gordon 
Feinblatt—the same firm where Chason 
happens to be a partner. The Dundalk 
resident didn’t waste any time before 
jumping into service: As soon as she was 

qualified to do so, Montanio linked up 
with Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service 
(MVLS), a program that connects low-
income individuals to free legal assistance. 
In October 2018, she stepped into a board 
position to further the nonprofit’s mission.

Susan Francis, the executive director at 
MVLS, describes Montanio as “a dynamo 
in every possible definition. She’s always 
looking to move the needle with access-
to-justice issues. At the same time, she’s 
incredibly humble, grounded, and loyal 
to Dundalk. Alex truly looks to make a 
positive difference in the community.”
—Hannah Chenoweth


