
M
A

R
C

H
  2

02
0  

 

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050    Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

LOOKING FOR LEGAL ADVICE 

ABOUT FORECLOSURE? 

At this event, attorneys provide FREE 

legal consultations for homeowners 

facing foreclosure. Pre-registration is 

required. 

March 25 

3 pm — 6 pm 

 

To register, contact Aja’ Mallory at 

443-451-4079. 

Five Ways to Recognize a Social Security Scam 
From the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau  

 

Watch for the following signs, as they could mean you’re experiencing a scam: 
 

♦    Threatening arrest or legal action. 
 If you receive a threatening phone call claiming that there is an issue with your Social Security number or benefits,  
 it’s a scam. The Social Security Administration (SSA) will never threaten you with arrest or other legal action if you  
 don’t immediately pay a fine or fee.  

♦    E-mails or texts with personally identifiable information. 
 If there’s a legitimate problem with your Social Security number or record, the SSA will mail you a letter to notify you of 
 any issues.  

♦    Misspellings and grammar mistakes. 
 If the caller follows up with emails containing falsified letters or reports, look closely. The letters may use government 
 "jargon" or letterhead that appears official in order to help convince victims, but they may also contain misspellings and 
 grammar mistakes.  

♦    Requests for payment by gift or pre-paid card, cash, or wire transfer. 
 If you need to submit payments to the SSA, the agency will mail a letter with payment instructions and options. You 
 should never pay a government fee or fine using retail gift cards, cash, internet currency, wire transfers, or pre-paid 
 debit cards. Scammers ask for payment this way because it’s difficult to trace and recover.  

♦    Offers to increase benefits in exchange for payment. 
 Similarly, SSA employees will never promise to increase your Social Security benefits, or offer other assistance, in  
 exchange for payment.  

HAVE A FRIEND WITH A LEGAL ISSUE? 

MVLS supports Marylanders with a variety of legal 

challenges. If someone you know needs assistance in any 

of the following areas, they can complete an intake with us 

to see if they qualify for our free services. 

 Family Law  

 Housing 

 Consumer Finance 

Intake Line: 410- 547-6537 or 800-510-0050 
Call between 9am-12pm Monday-Thursday 

Or apply online at: http://bit.ly/applymvls 

 Income Tax Controversy 

 Expungement 

 Estate Planning 



Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050    Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

 

GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 
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Reverse Mortgages:  
What You Need to Know 

 

A reverse mortgage is a loan against the equity that you have built in 
your home. Home equity is the current market value of your home 
minus what you still owe on it. These mortgages are only available to 
homeowners, ages 62 or older. Unlike a regular mortgage where you 
make monthly payments to buy your home over time, in a reverse 
mortgage, the lender pays you or provides you a line of credit. Once 
you die, sell the home, or permanently move out of the home, the loan 
must be repaid. 

Pitfalls with a Reverse Mortgage: 

 Property taxes and related costs. You have to continue to pay other 
costs related to your home. Failure to maintain these fees could violate the 
mortgage and trigger foreclosure.  

 You must continue to live in your home. The entire mortgage can 
become due if the home is no longer your principal residence. You must 
prove occupancy every year through re-certification or trigger foreclosure.  

 Interest and fees. You will typically have to pay several upfront costs 
at the beginning of the reverse mortgage loan. These costs include fees 
charged by a lender on entering into a loan agreement to pay for the cost 
of processing the loan, real estate closing costs, and a mortgage insurance 
premium that is in addition to your homeowners’ insurance. The larger your 
loan balance and the longer you keep your loan, the larger the interest. 

 What can be left to your family members? After your death, the house 
can be sold so that the proceeds can be used to pay off the loan. The 
property likely will not be able to be left to any family members, unless the 
heir is your spouse (see below).  

 Non-borrowing spouse. If only you signed the reverse mortgage 
paperwork, and your spouse did not, in certain situations, your spouse may 
continue to live in the home after you die. The loan can be deferred until 
your spouse dies, if he or she continues to pay the taxes and insurance, 
and maintain the property. If you are the surviving spouse of a borrower, it 
is very important that you contact your mortgage lender immediately.  

 Changing your mind. In most reverse mortgages, you have three 
business days after closing to cancel the loan without penalty. You must 
notify the lender in writing and after cancelling, the lender has 20 days to 
return any money that you’ve paid.   

Carefully review all of the implications when considering a reverse 
mortgage. Always check with a counselor or a trusted resource before 
rushing into a reverse mortgage and be wary of possible fraud. 

Real ID Reminder 
 

Your driver’s license or state ID may be 

changing soon with the Real ID Act.  

To become REAL ID compliant, you 

must physically bring documents to the 

MVA that provide proof of your age 

and identity, social security, and Mary-

land residency no later than October 1, 

2020. After that date, IDs that are not 

REAL ID will be recalled. 

Check your REAL ID status here: 

http://bit.ly/realidinfo  

WICOMICO PUBLIC  
LIBRARY CLINIC 

April 8 | 2 - 4 pm 

122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, 21801 

To sign up, call 410-749-3612 

or go to the Wicomico Job Search 

Center.  

Connect virtually with attorneys for 

assistance with  

expungement and more. 


