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Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050    Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

Taxes During Coronavirus: Important Things To Know 

 

Important dates to remember: 
April 15 was the original date you had to file your 2019 tax returns by, but July 15 is the new date tax re-
turns are due. If you owe taxes, you must pay them in full by July 15. If you are due a refund, you want to 
file as soon as possible. 
 

Can I file an extension? 
You can always file an extension to file your tax return six months after the original due date, which is Oc-
tober 15. However, this is only an extension to file, NOT an extension to pay. Even if you don’t know how 
much tax you owe, you must make an estimated tax payment on April 15 (now July 15). If you do not make 
a payment, you may be assessed a penalty.  
 

Where should I go to file my tax return? 
It’s important to go to a reputable tax return preparer. VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) sites, such 
as CASH Campaign and AARP are good places to go. However, with the coronovirus, these sites have all 
been closed, which makes it harder to get your tax returns filed for free. These sites are hoping to be up 
and running again before the July 15 deadline, but everything is still in flux right now. You can still go to a 
paid tax return preparer, but again, it is important to confirm that they are reputable. You can check on the 
Maryland Department of Labor and Licensing website for a list of certified tax return preparers at bit.ly/
reputable-tax-preparers. Make sure that you stay away from places that are only open for tax season and 
close up shop after July 15. 
 

What about my Tax Stimulus Check? 
You may be eligible for a tax stimulus check, from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(H.R. 748), or CARES Act. To learn more, go to the IRS website at www.IRS.gov.  

HAVE A FRIEND WITH A LEGAL ISSUE? 

MVLS supports Marylanders with a variety of legal challenges. If someone you know needs 

assistance in the following areas, they can complete our intake to see if they qualify: 

 Family Law   Consumer Finance   Expungement 

 Housing   Income Tax Controversy   Estate Planning 

Intake Line: 410- 547-6537 or 800-510-0050 

https://www.taxnotes.com/lr/resolve/2cbkn
http://www.IRS.gov
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GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 
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Housing and Consumer  
Legal Updates 

 

Foreclosures 

Foreclosures of all kinds are on hold. There is no specific date the hold will be 
lifted. This includes foreclosures for mortgages and reverse mortgages. A 
lender can file a foreclosure action, but it won’t proceed until the Court says it 
can. Some lenders are providing greater forbearance options. If you are 
behind on your mortgage or concerned you may fall behind on your 
mortgage, call the HOPE Hotline at 1-877-462-7555.  
 

Tax Sale 

Tax sale, a two-step process for homeowners owing property taxes and/
or property charges, is also on hold for the time being. Step one, where a lien 
is placed on your home and sold to an investor, is postponed until further 
notice in Baltimore City but not necessarily in other counties. Step two, 
where the lien holders can purchase your property if you did not redeem it 
within the allotted time slot, is on hold until the courts reopen. At this time, 
courts are closed until May 1.  
   

Eviction Cases 

Eviction cases are on hold, but this does NOT mean that rent isn’t owed to 
landlords. It does mean that your landlord cannot have you removed from the 
property until after the hold is lifted. Unscrupulous landlords may try to 
illegally evict tenants since they cannot use the courts right now, either by 
placing your items on the street or by turning off your utilities. This is a crime 
in some counties, but not in others. Call the Maryland Courts Self-Help Center 
(410-260-1392) if you experience this issue.  
   

Utilities 

Utilities cannot be shut off right now. If you owe money for water, gas, or 
electric, your services cannot be shut off and most are not charging late fees. 
If you experience an issue, contact your city or county council person.  
  
If you are worried about falling behind on your bills, talk to your creditors – 
many are being flexible right now – providing forbearance or delayed payment 
options, but you have to ask to get these options.  
     
If you’re not sure if any of these situations apply to you, start by contacting 
the Maryland Courts Self-Help Center online or at 410-260-1392. 

Coronavirus Scams 
 

The Federal Trade Commission 
has noted a series of coronavirus-
related scams in recent weeks. 
They warn us to watch out for the 
following: 
 

 Companies claiming they have                 
 coronavirus treatments 
 Fake charities 
 Fake emails, texts, phishing 
 Robocalls 
 Misinformation and rumors 
 

If someone comes to your door 
claiming to be from your utility com-
pany and asking for your docu-
ments, do not show any to them — 
this is likely a scam. 
 

If you receive a call claiming you 
owe money, always ask for the re-
quest in writing and look it up later. 
If they won’t send it in writing, it’s 
definitely a scam and you should 
hang up.  
 

For more information, visit the Fed-
eral Trade Commission website: 
bit.ly/covid19-scams  


