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Economic Impact Payment (EIP) Update 
 

Many people are still waiting for their EIP (also known as Tax Stimulus Checks), and questions abound. 
Here are some general guidelines, as well as resources.  Please note that this is a rapidly evolving and con-
stantly changing area, so it is always best to check the IRS website https://www.irs.gov/.  
 
If you receive SSA, SSDI, or RRB: You do not need to do anything to receive your EIP.  These checks will be 
distributed soon, and you will receive them the same way that you receive your SSA, SSDI or RRB payment. 
If you have qualifying children, but did not claim them on a 2018 or 2019 tax return, you will not receive 
the additional $500 per child now. You can file a 2020 tax return in 2021, and receive that money then.  
 
If you receive SSI or VA benefits: You do not need to do anything to receive your EIP. These checks will be 
distributed soon, and you will receive them the same way that you receive your SSI or VA payment. If you 
have qualifying children and haven’t filed a tax return for 2018 or 2019, notify the IRS by May 5 in order to 
obtain the $500 per qualifying child. Do this by going to the Non-Filers: Enter Payment info tool (https://
bit.ly/stimulus-non-filer). If you do not do this by May 5, you will need to file a 2020 tax return in 2021 to 
receive the qualifying child credit at that time.  
 
If you do not need to file because your income does not meet the filing threshold: The IRS will not have 
your information and you will need to provide it. Go to Non-Filers: Enter Payment info tool (https://bit.ly/
stimulus-non-filer). You should do this as soon as possible and for faster turnaround, select Direct Deposit.  
 
If you filed your 2018 tax return but you have not yet filed 2019: The new deadline to file your 2019 tax 
return is July 15. However, if have moved and/or the number of qualifying children is different from 2018, 
you should file your 2019 tax return as soon as possible to get the correct EIP. If you need help filing your 
2019 tax return, please call our Tax Hotline at 443.451.4091.  
 
If you went to a tax return preparer who gave you a refund anticipation loan: Your tax return may include 
the bank account information of your tax return preparer, rather than yours. Update your bank account 
information immediately at https://bit.ly/stimulus-non-filer.  
 
To track the status of your check: Use the Get My Payment Tool: https://bit.ly/stimulus-non-filer 
 
For more information, follow our blog (https://bit.ly/mvls-stimulus) or go to https://bit.ly/irs-stimulus-info.  
 
Finally, a word about scams. There are lots of scammers out there who will try to get your information in 
order to steal your check. You do not need to do anything more than what is listed above to get your EIP. 
The IRS DOES NOT CALL YOU or EMAIL YOU ASKING FOR PERSONAL INFORMATION. If this happens to you, 
hang up. You may report them to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) at 
tips.TIGTA.gov.   
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GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 
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Managing Your Bills  
During COVID-19 

Adapted from the Federal Trade Commission 
 

 
Here are some ideas about how you can manage your debts and start 
regaining your financial footing.  
 
♦ Gather your bills: Make a list of your monthly bills: rent/mortgage, car 

payment, utilities, student loans, medical bills, and anything else. Factor in 
how much money you need for food, medicine, and other necessities. 

 
♦ Ask for help: Many companies have special programs to help people right 

now. Contact the companies you owe money to and try to work out a new 
payment plan with lower payments or delayed due dates. Make sure to 
get any changes in writing. It is especially important that you do not agree 
to any payment plan that is unrealistic for you to pay. Advocate for what 
is realistic and explain your current circumstances. 

 
♦ Know the programs: Make sure you’re taking advantage of all programs 

that will provide you with assistance on your bills. This includes the 
Homeowner’s Property Tax Credit and Homestead Tax Credit for 
homeowners, the Renter’s Tax Credit for renters, BGE’s energy assistance 
program, and Baltimore H2O for water customers in Baltimore City.  

   
♦ Prioritize if you need to: If you still can’t pay everything on time, look at 

what would happen if you couldn’t pay each bill and decide which to pay 
first. Would you lose your home? Would your car be repossessed? Would 
your debt go into collection and affect your credit report? Medical debt, 
for example, should take lower priority because you have some time 
before negative consequences occur.  

 
♦ Study up: The Federal Trade Commission has compiled some information 

on coping with debt. You can find it here: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
articles/0150-coping-debt  

 
♦ Watch out for scams: In stressful times, scammers are everywhere. 

Beware of any company that guarantees that creditors will forgive your 
debts, or makes you pay up front for help. If you are looking for debt 
relief, make sure to find help you can trust. Here is some information on 
how to select a trusted credit counselor: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
articles/0153-choosing-credit-counselor  

 

Tax Sale Updates 
 

Many counties have postponed 
their tax sales, some have re-
scheduled their tax sales, and a 
few counties have cancelled their 
tax sales. For an up to date list, 
please visit https://
dat.maryland.gov/Pages/Tax-Sale-
Information.aspx 

 

 Water Bills Updates 
 

Baltimore City’s DPW 
(Department of Public Works) has 
not issued water bills for several 
weeks. You should begin getting a 
bill again in May. Governor Hogan 
recently issued an order halting 
water shutoffs and stopping late 
fees from being assessed until 
June 1st.  
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