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Tax Deadlines, Economic Impact Payments, & Scams 

 
Due to COVID-19, the IRS has extended its filing and payment deadline for 2019 federal income tax returns. Origi-
nally due April 15, the deadline is now July 15, 2020. This first extension is automatic and applies to everyone.  
 
If you still need more time, you can request a further filing extension to October 15 by filing form 4868, but you 
must request this before July 15. This second extension is available to everyone, but is not automatic. The fol-
lowing tax services can help you file for free: https://bit.ly/taxextensionservice. This is just an extension to file, 
but not an extension to pay. If you owe taxes, you may still have to pay late penalties and interest on that tax.  
 
To receive your tax refund and Economic Impact Payment (EIP), make sure you file before the deadline. But be 
careful: scammers have invented new scams online, over the phone, and in the mail to try and steal your EIP. Be 
on the lookout for: 
♦ Phone calls, emails, or fake websites from anyone claiming to be the IRS, claiming you need to “verify” your 

information, such as your Social Security Number, bank account information, birthdate, or address; 
♦ Phone calls from anyone claiming you owe them all or part of your payment; 
♦ Emails or fake websites claiming they can get you your check faster, using your information; 
♦ Fake checks in the mail which require you to “register” or “verify” them online or over the phone before you 

can cash them. 
 
If you filed a federal income tax return in 2018 or 2019, you may not need to do anything more to receive your 
EIP. It will either come in the mail, using the address you provided on that return, or if you provided bank ac-
count information, it may be deposited directly into your account. You may also receive your payment automati-
cally if you already receive benefits such as SSDI, SSI, Railroad Retirement Benefits, or VA benefits.  
 
Some EIPs will come as prepaid Visa debit cards. These will come in a plain white envelope with the return ad-
dress from “Money Network Card Services.” The card itself should be issued by “MetaBank”. If you threw this 
card away thinking it was junk mail, you can request a free replacement through MetaBank customer service at 
800-240-8100. 
 
If you aren’t required to file federal income taxes, you can still receive your EIP by using the IRS Non-Filers tool 
on their official website: www.IRS.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payments 
 
For more information, visit www.IRS.gov/coronavirus. If you’ve encountered a scam, report it at 866-720-5721. 
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Courts Reopening 
The Maryland Courts have 
started processing lawsuits 
again. If you were sued be-
fore or during the pandemic, 
cases can potentially move 
forward. If you have been 
sued for a consumer debt, 
MVLS has a special phone 

number for you to call:  
443-451-4083.  

 
Virtual Homeowner Clinic 
August 18 @ 3 pm — 7 pm 
Work with an attorney over 
the phone to learn how to 

preserve your home.  
Register by calling  

443-451-4082  
or at myhomemydeed.org. 

GET QUICK LEGAL  

ADVICE NOW 

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 

Consumer & Housing Updates 

Foreclosures 
Foreclosures of all kinds are on hold until at least Friday, July 24 at 5pm. 
After this time, foreclosures will resume for homes with privately-
backed mortgages. Foreclosures for homes with federally-backed mort-
gages are on hold until August 31. If you are behind on your mortgage 
or concerned you may fall behind on your mortgage, call a housing 
counselor through the HOPE Hotline at 1-877-462-7555.  
 

Tax Sale 
Tax sale is occurring in some counties and postponed in others. Check 
bit.ly/taxsaleinfo to determine what your deadline may be.  
 

Evictions 
The hold on evictions ends on July 24 at 5pm. Rent is owed for all 
months that you were living in the property, even while evictions were 
on hold. Baltimore City (bit.ly/bmorecovidrent) and Howard County 
(bit.ly/hococovidrent) have special rental assistance programs but the 
window to apply is short so apply ASAP! Anyone living in a different 
Maryland county can contact 211 for information on rental and eviction 
assistance.  
 

Utilities 
Utility shut-offs and late fees are on hold until August 1. If you owe 
money for water, gas, or electric, your services cannot be shut off right 
now. If you are worried about falling behind on your bills, talk to your 
creditors. A number of them are being flexible right now – providing 
forbearance or delayed payment options. But you have to ask to get 
these options. 
 

Vehicle Repossessions  
Vehicle repossessions are on hold until Governor Hogan lifts Maryland’s 
State of Emergency.  
 
For assistance with any of the above, contact the MVLS Consumer  
Hotline at 443-451-4083. 


