DECEMBER 2020

The One Thing To Do Today to Avoid an Unpleasant
Surprise During Tax Season
A free and easy paycheck check-up will help you to avoid an unpleasant surprise when you file your
2020 tax return in 2021. A paycheck check-up allows you to take a look at the tax withholding from
your current paycheck to see if you are withholding the correct amount. If you are not withholding
enough from your paycheck, you could be facing an unexpected tax bill or penalty.
To complete your paycheck check-up, go to the IRS website (www.irs.gov/paycheck-checkup) and
scroll down until you see the “Tax Withholding Estimator.”
All you will need is your most recent pay stub and your most recent
income tax return. While everyone should do a paycheck checkup every year, it is especially important for those who have
experienced life changes from the previous year.

Did You Miss The Deadline to Register
Online for the Economic Impact
Payment?

UTILITY BILL CLINIC
Is your water, gas, or electric bill
higher than usual? Do you need legal
advice for overdue bills?
Clinics will be held on a rolling
basis, you can reserve a virtual
spot by calling the Pro Bono
Resource Center at 443-703-3052

You may still be eligible to receive a payment in 2021 if:
♦ You did not register online, by mail and did not get a payment
in 2020 or,
♦ You received a payment, but it wasn’t the full amount of the
Economic Impact Payment. The maximum credit is $1,200, or
$2,400 if married filing jointly, plus $500 for each qualifying
child.
When you file a 2020 Form 1040 or 1040SR you may be eligible
for the Recovery Rebate Credit. Save your IRS letter - Notice 1444
Your Economic Impact Payment - with your 2020 tax records.
You’ll need the amount of the payment in the letter when you file in
2021.

¡SE HABLA ESPAÑOL!

MVLS ha traducido
nuestrasgrabaciones telefónicas, y
todos las cartas y las aplica-ciones al
español. Usamos un servicio de
interpretacióntelefónicapara
comunicar con los clientes de todos
idiomas. Ahora es fácil buscar ayuda
legal voluntario en su propio idioma.
Para más información en español
sobre nuestros servicios, visite:
mvlslaw.org/en-espanol.

Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050  Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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Protect Yourself Financially
From Strangers and Loved Ones
Older adults have a lot of power to protect themselves financially.
The most critical is to have a plan in place. This is true for both
strangers and loved ones.
If a company contacts you and says you need to pay for
something immediately, you can let them know you have a
personal policy not to pay people who call you and hang up. Take
your time to find out if the request is legitimate and then call the
number you find in your research, not necessarily the one they
called from. The plan is that no one gets paid until you research
any company or agency demanding money from you.
If you have a care giver or a loved one that will be taking care of
some of your finances, it's important to have a written plan in
place that explains what bills should be paid and what accounts
money should come from. This protects everyone. The plan can
be whatever works best for you, but it should be in writing.
The other kind of plan you should have is an estate plan. Adding
joint owners to bank accounts can have unforeseen negative
consequences. A judgement against them could mean your bank
account is garnished. Instead have an estate plan and consider
how they could access funds in your account if needed.
MVLS has a number of factsheets that provide more information
about finacial stability. You can find them here: https://
mvlslaw.org/financial-stability-information-for-seniors/

CLIENTS– DID YOU KNOW?
MVLS clients can check their case status or update
contact information on our website. Both are available
at https://mvlslaw.org/ under the Get Help tab.

Upcoming
Homeowner clinic
Tuesday, Jan. 26 | 3:00 pm

Work with an attorney over the
phone to learn how to preserve
your home.
Register by calling 443-451-4082
or at myhomemydeed.org

WICOMICO PUBLIC
LIBRARY CLINIC
January 13 | 1:45 - 4 pm
122 S. Division St. | Salisbury, 21801
To sign up, call
410-749-3612 ext. 151
or go to the Wicomico Job Search
Center.
Connect virtually with attorneys for

assistance with

GET QUICK LEGAL
ADVICE NOW
Maryland Courts Self-Help
Center offers quick legal advice
through online chat and phone!
Call 410-260-1392
8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday
Or chat online:
mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc
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