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What is shielding? Expungement is the permanent destruction or removal of a
criminal record—Shielding is the hiding of a criminal case from public view. Only the
government and certain employers will be able to access this information. This
factsheet explains what may be eligible for shielding and how to apply for shielding in
Maryland. This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your particular

situation.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE? HOW TO APPLY
A person is only eligible to file for shielding once in their lifetime, Get help from MVLS. We need you to first obtain your CJIS

and must choose to do so in either the Circuit or District Court AND

(Criminal Justice Information Services) Report, a criminal
in only one county. For instance, if a person has more than one

background check linked to your fingerprints. You can obtain

eligible conviction in both circuit and District Courts in various it for $38 at 6776 Reisterstown Road Baltimore, MD 21215.
counties, you may only petition in one Court (Circuit or District), in The phone number is (410) 764-4501. The hours are M-F
one County.

8:30a.m.to5p.m.

You are not eligible if: Or
¢ You are currently on probation for that crime. You must wait

. . . Follow these steps:
three years after completing any sentence, including any parole,

probation, or mandatory supervision. 1. Complete the petition form. This can be done with or

¢ You are a defendant in a pending criminal matter or have been without the assistance of an attorney. Remember, you
convicted of a new crime during the three-year waiting period. can only do this once so take your time. This form can be

found at http://www.courts.state.md.us/courtforms/

A particular conviction is likely not eligible if: joint/ccdccr148.pdf. There is a one-time non-refundable

¢ You are looking to shield a crime that is domestically related filing fee of $30, even if your petition includes several
such as child abuse or domestic violence. cases.

¢ Inthe same case you were convicted of something not eligible

2. File the form with the Circuit or District Court where you
wish to shield your cases.

3. The Court then serves the petition for shielding on the
WI'IAT ﬂﬂ“\"ﬂ“ﬂ“s ‘\IIE E“EIBI.E? State's Attorney's Office and sends written notice to all
listed victims in the case(s) in which shielding is being

Specific non-violent convictions include: requested. The State's Attorney's Office has thirty (30)
days to file an objection. In addition, the victim(s) has/

for shielding.

¢ Disorderly conduct possession - ) - X ‘
#  Disturbing the peace o Driving without a license have the right to object or offer additional information
¢ Failure to obey a lawful ¢ Driving while privilege is rel?vant to the F‘)etlt.'lon.for shielding in all proposed
order canceled, suspended actions. If an objection is filed, the Court will hold a
o  Malicious destruction of refused or revoked hearing. If no objection is filed, a Judge will grant or
. . . deny the Petition. The Court will issue an Order for
property under $1,000 ¢ Driving while uninsured e ) -
o Trespass e Prostitution Shielding for each case listed where shielding was

¢ Drug and/or paraphernalia granted.
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Get free legal help with shielding:

WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/APPLY

Or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537



http://www.mvlslaw.org/
http://www.courts.state.md.us/courtforms/joint/ccdccr148.pdf
http://www.courts.state.md.us/courtforms/joint/ccdccr148.pdf

