JUNE 2021
Avoiding Scammers, Swindlers, and Con Artists in the Age of COVID-19

This article was taken from Time of Your Life Digest, written by Phillip Westry, Baltimore Health Corps Attorney at Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service.

If you are like most Marylanders, you have been watching the news closely over the last 18 months, seeking answers to
questions about mask requirements, vaccines, social distancing, and when it would be safe to see your relatives in person.
While we all have been seeking answers, scammers have been preying on the public's desires to get back to normal.
Though this article discusses recent trends related to COVID-19, the tips here are good even when we are not living through
a global pandemic:
1. Be cautious of phone calls from people you don't know. Avoid giving
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your personal, financial, or medical information over the phone, including
people claiming to be COVID-19 contact tracers. Contact tracers are
MVLS ha traducido nuestras grabaciones
employed by local health departments and will not ask for your Medicare
telefónicas,
y todos las cartas y las aplicanumber or financial information.
2. Avoid posting photos of your COVID-19 vaccination card on social media
platforms, like Facebook and Instagram. I know it's tempting to spread
the word about your recent vaccination by taking a selfie and posting it
on Facebook. Remember there is sensitive information on those
vaccination cards, including your date of birth, health care information,
and other details about you that could make you vulnerable to identity
theft.
3. If someone is reaching out to you with a special "opportunity" or
"access," beware. Scammers have been reaching out to people via email,
text messaging, and phone selling bogus products or access to treatments
that are not proven to help in the treatment of COVID-19. There are no
private companies with solutions that are not widely available, so avoid
offers for miracle cures or treatments related to COVID-19.
4. There have been reports of people with official-looking credentials
going door-to-door, offering at-home COVID-19 vaccinations. Please do
not give these people your personal information and do not let them into
your home.

ciones al español. Usamos un servicio de
interpretación telefónica para comunicar con
los clientes de todos idiomas. Ahora es fácil
buscar ayuda legal voluntario en su propio
idioma. Para más información en español
sobre nuestros servicios, visite:
mvlslaw.org/en-espanol.
FREE LEGAL HELP AVAILABLE
Cases That MVLS Accepts:
Housing • Income Tax • Consumer Law
Family Law • Estate Planning • Criminal
Record Relief

To learn more and apply for services,
visit: https://mvlslaw.org/get-legal-help/
apply-for-services/

In addition to the new COVID-19 scams, there are other helpful tips to avoid being a victim of a scam:
• Beware of emails and calls asking you to send money via wire transfer, gift cards, or in cash.
• Do not open or respond to hyperlinks you receive via text or by email from companies or people you do not know and
beware of robocalls.
• Beware of unusual sounding messages from friends and family members on social media and via email and text asking
for money because of some emergency. The messages will likely not sound like the person you know, and the person will
often claim that they need cash quickly.
• Beware of people emailing or calling with claims to be able to recover assets for an upfront fee (sweepstakes, lottery
winnings).
• Remember, if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
• The best way to stop this behavior is to be vigilant and report scams to the appropriate government agency.
Intake: www.mvlslaw.org (anytime) or call (410) 547-6537 or (800)510-0050  Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

The CDC’s Eviction Moratorium
Is Scheduled to End on June 30, 2021
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced a 90-day
extension of the federal eviction moratorium until June 30, 2021.

Upcoming
Homeowner Clinic

Tuesday, June 22 | 3:00 pm
Work with an attorney over the phone
to learn how to preserve your home.
Register by calling 443-451-4082 or at
myhomemydeed.org

Maryland Foreclosure Updates
Homeowners who are facing foreclosure or at risk of defaulting on their
mortgage should contact the company where they send their monthly
payments to request assistance. Companies are offering loan forbearance
and other temporary payment relief to homeowners who are experiencing
economic hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Homeowners can also
call the Maryland HOPE hotline at 1-877-462-7555 for a referral to a
nonprofit housing advocate.

Wicomico Cyber Clinic

Wednesday, July 14 | 2-4 pm
To sign up, call
410-749-3612 ext. 151
Connect virtually with attorneys
assistance with expungement and
more.

Additional information and resources about mortgage relief and
foreclosure prevention can be found by visiting the DLLR department’s
website: https://www.dllr.state.md.us/finance/consumers/
frmortgagecovid.shtml

GET QUICK LEGAL
ADVICE NOW

June 15 is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
Every year an estimated 5 million, or 1 in 10 older Americans experience
elder abuse, neglect, or exploitation.

Maryland Courts Self-Help
Center offers quick legal advice
through online chat and phone!

The purpose of WEAAD is to provide an opportunity for communities around
the world to promote a better understanding of abuse and neglect of older
persons by raising awareness of the cultural, social, economic and
demographic processes affecting elder abuse and neglect.

Call 410-260-1392
8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday
Or chat online:
mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau has gathered resources that can
help older adults achieve and maintain financial well-being:
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/educator-tools/
resources-for-older-adults/

CLIENTS– DID YOU KNOW?
MVLS clients can check their case status or update contact information on our website. Both are available at https://mvlslaw.org/ under the Get Help tab.
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