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“Look for the helpers. You will always find  
  people who are helping.” - Mr. Rogers

Reflecting on the last year, I am deeply touched and moved by the generosity and kindness 
shown by so many during this sad and difficult time. While we all struggled to navigate 
complex pandemic challenges in our professional and personal lives, some rose above those 
challenges to help others. I couldn’t be more pleased to recognize them at this year’s Celebrate 
Pro Bono. Over the last year, 426 volunteers stepped up and helped someone else in need. 
Those volunteers provided 12,545 hours of pro bono, valued at $5,108,100. But the real value is 
the profound difference it made in the life of that client, helping them find financial, housing and 
family stabilization during a tremendously destabilizing year.

In 1981, a group of individuals who believed in justice for all undertook an audacious idea and 
created MVLS. In our first 40 years, with the support of our volunteers and donors, we have 
assisted over 100,000 Marylanders with their critically important civil legal needs. We simply 
could not exist and provide the essential services we provide without all of you, the helpers.

I offer my hearty congratulations to the award winners that are being honored this year.  
Their commitment to ensuring a fair and just legal system is an inspiration to us all.

Thank you as well to our financial supporters. During the pandemic, we have seen individual 
donors, law firms and other corporations, foundations and others dig deeper recognizing that 
our services were more important than ever. Thank you. Through your support, we have been 
able to continue at full capacity to offer help to those in need. Thank you especially to our 
Celebrate Pro Bono sponsors and our 40th Anniversary sponsors for their critical support.

And finally, thank you to our Board of Directors, who have provided steadfast support and 
guidance during these uncertain times, with a special shout-out to our Fundraising Committee; 
and to the MVLS staff, who are the most dedicated and committed advocates I’ve ever had the 
pleasure to work beside.

Thank you all for being helpers for MVLS.

Susan Francis, Esq.
Executive Director

Note from Executive Director



Volunteer with us!

VOLUNTEER WITH MVLS 
MVLS Volunteers are responding, right now, to the civil legal crisis made 
worse by the pandemic. We invite you to join the effort. If you’re an 
attorney, CPA, or enrolled agent interested in volunteering, apply online  
at www.mvlslaw.org/available-cases/apply-to-be-a-volunteer

MVLS publishes available cases on its website, making it easy for volunteers 
to identify a client they want to help. In addition, MVLS offers mentoring 
and free trainings for different types of civil law cases to fully support its 
volunteers in their journey to change lives in the local community. 

Visit www.mvlslaw.org/probonoportal to help a client awaiting case 
placement today.

“My life is in a better place now. Having braved as my spouse 
battled, and then succumbed to cancer; with the estate 
planning documents in place, I can now go on living.” 
Estate Administration Client

www.mvlslaw.org/available-cases/apply-to-be-a-volunteer
www.mvlslaw.org/probonoportal


Win-Win!

“When you reach the end of your 
career, the lives you have changed and 
the people you help with your legal 
services will be what matters and what 
you reflect on. All attorneys should do 
pro bono work because of the lasting 
impact that using our legal knowledge, 
privilege, and experience can have on 
our community. We as attorneys are 
responsible for creating a profession, 
legacy and community that we can 
be proud of. Pro bono service is also 
encouraged by the bar and by most, if 
not all legal employers – total win-win!” 
- Reba Letsa, Esq.



5:30 PM VIP RECEPTION

6:00 PM NETWORKING 

6:30 PM WELCOMING REMARKS
 Susan Francis, Esq., Executive Director  

6:35 PM VIDEO PREMIER

6:40 PM AWARD PRESENTATIONS

7:15 PM KEYNOTE

Schedule of Events



Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) removes barriers to 
justice through free civil legal help, community engagement, and 
advocacy for equitable laws. Our vision is for a fair legal system that is 
free of injustice and equitably serves underrepresented Marylanders. 

Mission & Vision



Awardees
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Danielle M. Mikoy, Esq., Mikoy Legal, LLC 
Danielle is one of our most dedicated volunteers in our Judicare 

program, handling complex and time-consuming contested 

custody and divorce cases. Because these family law cases 

can be challenging, they are often some of the hardest to find 

representation for. Yet, the issues are life altering for the clients and 

families who seek our services. Just this year, Danielle has taken on 

4 of these cases. She is kind and friendly in her emails and always responds promptly 

to staff, when we reach out seeking help on a case for which we particularly need a 

volunteer. Our clients always seemed pleased and grateful for her work on their cases 

and give her only the highest praise. 

YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR  AWARD 
Chelsea Ortega, Esq., Santoni, Vocci & Ortega, LLC
Chelsea Ortega is essential to the Consumer Protection Program 

(CPP) and its clinic, especially when the court reopened in person 

in March of 2021. Chelsea has taken 28 consumer cases this year, 

including several landlord-tenant cases. Clients who have spoken 

with Chelsea during the clinic have given feedback about how 

informative and helpful she is, even those who she is only able to 

spend a short time with. Additionally, Chelsea is very active with MVLS Community 

Advocacy Network (CAN). She often participates in CAN events and conducts outreach  

to her own network. This year, Chelsea stepped up to co-chair MVLS CAN.  



Awardees
LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR  AWARD
Stewart Law & Associates LLC, Sheila Stewart, Esq.
Sheila Stewart is a dedicated volunteer who has taken 8 Judicare 

cases this year. These cases can often be long, drawn-out contested 

family law cases. She frequently reaches out to MVLS to inquire  

how she can help more and take on new cases that are in desperate 

need of representation. Sheila is a wonderful person to work with 

and has helped 24 clients with family law and expungement cases since joining our 

volunteer panel in summer of 2018. Despite being a newly barred attorney, she jumped 

right in to help at our expungement clinics in 2018. Sheila has shown tremendous 

dedication to pro bono work almost from the very start of her career as an attorney. 

PARTNERSHIP AWARD
Maryland Society of Accounting and Tax Professionals 
(MSATP)
The Maryland Society of Accounting and Tax Professionals has 

been a tremendous partner to the Low Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) of Maryland 

Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS), helping to significantly expand our volunteer pool, 

as well as increase state-wide visibility of MVLS and its work. By partnering with MVLS 

in sponsoring our volunteer trainings, MSATP provides CPEs (continuing professional 

education) for CPAs and EAs, creating even more of an incentive to take on a volunteer 

case. In addition, MSATP has hosted our LITC tax controversy trainings at their offices, 

and several of their members have been speakers for our educational webinars. As a 

result, MVLS’s volunteer pool has grown significantly, with new volunteers from the 

far reaches of the state. MVLS recognizes MSATP for its creativity and commitment to 

partnering with MVLS to support low-income individuals.  Without MSATP’s support, 

more low-income clients would be forced to navigate a complicated and often unraveled 

system on their own. MSATP has truly been a driving force in the expansion and growth 

of MVLS LITC and we are proud to call them our partner.   



Awardees
PARTNERSHIP AWARD
Rebuild Johnston Square Neighborhood  
Organization, Regina Hammond
Our relationship with the Rebuild Johnston Square Neighborhood 

Organization began before the pandemic, as their Executive  

Director, Regina Hammond approached our Advanced Planning 

Project Coordinator about aggressive development happening in 

East Baltimore. Residents were voicing a real concern about being displaced as property 

taxes across the community began to rise. MVLS gave multiple presentations to the 

community, and as the pandemic hit, we worked together with Johnston Square to 

provide legal services and resources to the neighborhood and build out a network of 

service providers who were able to support residents as the city locked down. Now, as 

the pandemic has begun to wane, MVLS and Johnston Square have begun organizing 

one of our My Home My Deed Clinics in the neighborhood. This relationship is truly 

invaluable, and we look forward to collaborating with Johnston Square for years to come.      

 

COVID-19 RESPONSE AWARD
Jennifer E. Jaimes, Esq., Jaimes Legal, LLC
Jennifer has a strong commitment to helping Marylanders facing 

financial hardship, accepting family law cases in so many different 

counties throughout the state (Baltimore, Baltimore City, Carroll, 

Frederick, Howard, Montgomery, and Prince George’s). She has  

been particularly instrumental in taking on SIJS cases, where  

children are facing deportation, an area we often struggle to find new volunteers willing 

to step into. Jennifer is bilingual, speaking both English and Spanish, and has been such 

a valuable asset to our program by taking on, almost unilaterally, many of our Spanish-

speaking clients who represent a greatly under-served part of the population in need 

of pro bono legal services. She also started helping clients with name changes this year. 

Since she began volunteering in 2017, Jennifer has taken on an increasing number of 

cases each year, with no sign of slowing down! 



Awardees
MENTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
Richard Lee Adams, III, Esq., O’Byrne Law, LLC
In addition to representing his own pro bono clients, Ricky Adams 

has been a loyal mentor with MVLS since 2018. He has mentored 

fellow MVLS volunteer attorneys in 10 estate planning and 

administration cases since that time, including numerous cases 

during the pandemic. Ricky’s continued willingness to serve as  

a mentor during these challenging times is greatly appreciated. His helpful and 

supportive attitude towards pro bono attorneys and their cases furthers our mission. 

Thank you Ricky for all the hard work you do supporting our volunteers and clients! 

CLINIC VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Lawrence J. (Larry) Macklin, CPA, Esq., AEP®,  
Bank of America Private Bank
Mr. Macklin has displayed a true commitment to pro bono, and 

this has been especially evident during the pandemic.  Mr. Macklin 

participated in the August 2020, October 2020, and February 2021 

remote My Home, My Deed, My Legacy clinics.  With each clinic,  

he offers full representation to each of his clients, regardless of how 

difficult or complex the case appears to be. In these clinics he has accepted 5 clients with 

13 distinct issues for full representation.  Mr. Macklin’s willingness to take on cases that 

require multiple estates to be opened or involve unfamiliar issues is truly commendable 

and needed to help Marylanders stabilize their housing. In addition to Mr. Macklin’s 

service to the homeowner clinics, he has been a volunteer with MVLS since 2003, 

accepting over 40 cases.



Awardees
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
Juanita Wills, Esq., Attorney at Law
Juanita showed incredible dedication and perseverance handling a 

particularly complex estate administration case so that her client 

could have housing stability in the future. Her client was a 90-year-

old Baltimore City resident who approached MVLS because her  

sister was deceased, and she needed to remove her sister’s name 

from the deed to the home they both lived in to get access to home repairs through 

the HUBS program so she could get a wheelchair lift installed in her house. In the end, 

Juanita spent 320 hours on her case, and she finally has the deed in her name and can 

apply for a wheelchair lift. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
Joseph E. Stolz, Jr., Esq., Attorney at Law
Joe is a long-term dedicated volunteer with MVLS.  He has been taking cases with us 

since 2014, and since that time has taken on 44 complex child custody and divorce cases.  

He has afforded many Western Maryland residents with excellent representation  

they likely would not otherwise have had.  

“My top three words to describe the MVLS program  
is necessary, reliable, and swift. Because of your help,  
I’m no longer stressed which has improved my health.”  
Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Client



10 YEARS OF SERVICE
Kathleen D. Adcock, Esq.

Carolyn W. Evans, Esq.

Alicia D. Lewis, Esq.

Christine A. Malanga, Esq.

Walter D. Ty, Esq.

Doris Green Walker, Esq.

Edward Zamarin, Esq.

10+ CASES
Kathleen D. Adcock, Esq.

Jonathan M. Binstock, Esq.

Jo Ann Camm, Esq.

Deborah Devan, Esq.

Jennifer E. Jaimes, Esq.

Elizabeth Hayley-Marie Johnson, Esq.

Michael J. McKeown, Esq.

Chelsea Ortega, Esq.

Joy Sakamoto-Wengel, Esq.

Elva E. Tillman, Esq.

Walter D. Ty, Esq.

Edward L. Wender, Esq.

Awardees



Proud supporter of the Maryland
Volunteer Lawyers Service and

Celebrate Pro Bono 2021
606 Baltimore Ave.

Suite 407
Towson, MD 21204

Office (410) 657-2515
Fax (410) 505-0069

Info@CohenLegalTeam.com
Family Law

F

Criminal Defense
F

Civil Litigation

Tipping the scales of justice in your favor

CohenLegalTeam.com

“I am very happy with the 
representation I received 
from my volunteer attorney. 
Thank you for sending them 
to me.” Family Law Client



ADVOCACY

COMMUNITY

NETWORK

Join us: mvlslaw.org/mvls-can

Do you enjoy meeting likeminded 
people who are willing to serve 
others? Do you want to see the 
impact legal representation can
have on even the smallest of cases? 

Mentorship 
Professional Development 
Community Building & Support 

 "I believe networking is so important.
As a former summer law clerk for 
MVLS, I knew this would be a great 
opportunity to continue working with
hardworking and passionate attorneys
working for underserved
communities." -Markisha D. 



Anderson, Coe & King, LLP is pleased to sponsor

MVLS’ 2021 Celebrate Pro Bono Awards Ceremony

SEVEN SAINT PAUL STREET, SUITE 1600 | BALTIMORE, MARYLAND  21202-1653
410-752-1630 | 410-752-0085 FAX | WWW.ACKLAW.COM



Proud supporters of Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service
All of us at Ballard Spahr congratulate MVLS on 40 years of improving access to 
justice for all.

Proud supporters of Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service
All of us at Ballard Spahr congratulate MVLS on 40 years of improving access to 
justice for all.

“Getting free legal services meant someone having my back 
   when I needed them the most.” Tax Sale Client



10045 RED RUN BLVD
SUITE  250  
OWINGS MILLS,  MD 21117

Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn is
proud to support the 

MVLS 2021 Celebrate Pro Bono
Awards Ceremony!

Audit & Accounting | Tax | Consulting | Small Business Services
Business Valuation & Litigation Support

 www.gsg-cpa.com



  
 HOFFMAN, COMFORT, 

OFFUTT, SCOTT & HALSTAD, LLP 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

 
– Serving Carroll County since 1936 – 

 
Neal Hoffman 

Rick Offutt • Damian Halstad 
Dave Bowersox • Dennis Twigg (MD & PA) 

Jeff Scott (Of Counsel) 
        

24 North Court Street • Westminster, Maryland 21157 
 

www.carrollcountymarylandlawfirm.com 
email: lawyers@hcolaw.com 

 
       410-848-4444  410-876-2266 

“Having a problem after a 
Loved one passes is very 
hard, to have help a phone 
call away means the world.”  
Estate Planning Client
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Your Top Choice in Anne Arundel County  
And Throughout Maryland Since 1979 

 
Real Estate, Land Use & Zoning ● Business and Banking Transactions ● Corporate Law ● 

Government Affairs and Lobbying ● Employment Law ● Commercial Litigation ● Insurance 
Coverage Issues ● Professional License Defense ● Probate & Estate Planning ● Civil Litigation ● 

Intellectual Property 
 

To learn more please visit our website: 
www.hwlaw.com 

 
Annapolis Office (410) 266-0626 

Baltimore County Office (410) 260-6593 
Easton Office (410) 690-8449 

 



“The legal help I received 
meant a lot to me and to 

my family. I didn’t have any 
other options and wasn’t in 
a position to defend myself 

against predatory practices.” 
Consumer Debt Client



MEMBER BENEFITS

WHO WE ARE

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

( 8 0 0 )  9 2 2 - 9 6 7 2 i n f o @ m s a t p . o r gm s a t p . o r g

JOIN NOW!

The Maryland Society of Account ing & Tax
Profess ionals  (MSATP) provides affordable,

high-qual i ty educat ion,  profess ional
compl iance,  and regulatory knowledge which

enables our members to have the highest
integr ity with in the profess ion.

 

We pr ide ourselves on the open, k ind,  and

cooperat ive spir i t  of  our community where

profess ionals  can feel  safe ta lk ing through

their  chal lenges and celebrat ing their

success.

Free Ethics CPE (2 hours) 

Savings on educational offerings

Access to accounting and tax reference and

research materials

Savings on NextGen IT services, including the

cloud workspace

Dental/Vision Insurance, Professional Liability

Insurance, Cyber Security Insurance

Peer to Peer collaboration through the

Business Builders ThinkTank

Exclusive job opportunities & practices for sale
We bel ieve divers i ty fuels  innovat ion and a

healthy society.  We're open to a l l  account ing,
f inancial ,  and tax designat ions and

demographics.

R

R

Protecting Your Practice is Our Policy.®

Conventional wisdom says,
     “Don’t put all  your eggs in one basket.”        

MLM thinks otherwise.

Lawyers’ professional liability insurance is all we do.
As a result of doing one thing, we do that one thing well.

Kiernan Waters, Esq.
443-293-6038
kwaters@mlmins.com
www.mlmins.com

Get a no-obligation quote today!

At MLM “here today, here tomorrow” 
is more than just a motto and 

our financial strength is your best defense.



offitkurman.com

DELAWARE

MARYLAND

NEW JERSEY

NEW YORK

NORTH CAROLINA

PENNSYLVANIA

SOUTH CAROLINA

VIRGINIA

WASHINGTON D.C.

  
is proud to support the is proud to support the 

2021 Celebrate Pro Bono Awards Ceremony and 2021 Celebrate Pro Bono Awards Ceremony and 

the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service.the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service.

Offit Kurman attorneys help maximize and protect business value and personal wealth by providing 

innovative and entrepreneurial counsel that focuses on clients’ business objectives, interests and goals. 

Founded in 1987 in Baltimore, the firm is one of the fastest-growing, full-service law firms in the country.



Richard L. Costella 
Partner 

Bankruptcy Department 
rcostella@tydings.com

410.752.9772 

Tydings & Rosenberg LLP is proud 
to recognize the critical work of 
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers
Service in Baltimore. 

Congratulations to the organization
and it volunteers for their
continuing commitment and service. 

 Richard L. Costella
MVLS Board of Directors 

Congratulations Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service on 40 years of service to Baltimore 



CHAMPION SPONSOR

Law Offices of Kerri Cohen, LLC 

LEADER SPONSORS

Anonymous

3Cubed Advisory Services, LLC    

Alan L. Billian, P.A.       

Anderson Coe & King       

Ballard Spahr

Blades & Rosenfeld, P.A.

Gorfine, Schiller & Gardyn       

Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & Halsta   

Hyatt & Weber, P.A.     

JLL     

Maryland Society of Accounting & Tax Professionals 

Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company  

Offit Kurman        

Tydings       

Vallit Advisors, LLC     

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 

Lorraine Costella

Rich Costella

Stewart Law & Associates LLC

Elva Tillman

MEDIA SPONSORS 

The Daily Record

The MPT Foundation

Sponsors



STAFF

Susan Francis, Executive Director

Maame A. Ackon, Administrative Assistant

Milena Benitez, Intake Paralegal

Timothy Chance, Tangled Title Staff Attorney

Caitlin Evans Tepe, Adult Guardianship Staff Attorney

Janet Fedder, Managing Attorney, Adult Guardianship Program

Makeisha Gibson, Senior Paralegal

Heather Heiman, Human Trafficking Prevention Project Manager

Margaret Henn, Director of Program Management

Amy Hennen, Director of Advocacy and Financial Stabilization

Erin Holloway, Office Manager

John Kern, Advance Planning Project Coordinator

Samuel Kessler, Intake Paralegal

Peter Lally, Jr., Consumer Protection Project Paralegal

Carolyn Malinowski, Senior Attorney, Adult Guardianship Program

Aja’ Mallory, Consumer Staff Attorney

Andrea Marcin, Equal Justice Works Fellow – Elder Justice Program

Cara Schaefer, Development Manager

Janice Shih, Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic Director

Yvonne Stone, Adult Guardianship Paralegal

Katie Sutton, Director of Development

Chris Sweeney, Workforce Development Project Coordinator

Asja Towns, Intake & LITC Paralegal

Phillip Westry, Baltimore Health Corps Attorney

Antonia Wilson, Intake Paralegal

Sarah Witri, Pro Bono Program Manager

Jason Wright, Workforce Development Paralegal

Staff



Anthony Ashton, Board President, NAACP

Alexandria K. Montanio, Vice President, Gordon Feinblatt, LLC

David G. Sommer, Treasurer, Gallagher Evelius & Jones, LLP

Penny J. Minna, Secretary, DLA Piper

Tyree Ayres, Erickson Senior Living

Kerby Baden, Canto, Rausch, Deck & Co., P.A.

Shereefat O. Balogun, SECU Credit Union

Matthew M. Bryant, Joseph, Greenwald & Laake, PA

Jhonell Campbell, T. Rowe Price

Richard L. Costella, Tydings

Brian Gordon, Brown Advisory

Dr. Ann Irvine, Resilience Cyber Insurance Solutions

Robin D. Leone, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP 

Reba Letsa, Baker Donelson

Michael March, Crepeau Mourges

Amy Mcclain, Ballard Spahr LLP

Dana Mckee, Brown Goldstein Levy

Charles J. Morton, Jr., Venable LLP

Derek P. Roussillon, Miles & Stockbridge

Marc E. Shach, Coon & Cole

Dennis J. Shaffer, Whiteford Taylor Preston

Allison Baker Shealy, Securities and Exchange Commission

Jamie Tansey, Office of The Attorney General

Board of Directors



Advisory Board
Rignal W. Baldwin, Sr., Baldwin | Seraina, LLC

Linda Botek, Travelers

Robert S. Brennen, Miles & Stockbridge

Michael A. Brown, Nelson Mullins

Michael Canet, Prostatis Financial Advisors Group, LLC

Alan C. Cason, McGuireWoods LLP

Lawrence D. Coppel, Gordon Feinblatt (Retired)

Donna Glover, Baker Donelson

Sally Gold, Law Offices of Sally B. Gold

Michelle N. Lipkowitz, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Donald P. McPherson III, DLA Piper 

M. Natalie Mcsherry, Kramon & Graham, P.A.

Susan T. Preston, Goodell DeVries (Retired)

Christopher R. Rahl, Gordon Feinblatt

E. Hutchinson Robbins, Miles & Stockbridge

Kerry Staton, Schochor, Federico & Staton, P.A.

Paul S. Sugar, Baker Donelson (Retired)



 
     "There is now a light  ahead 

               where before there was only darkness. 
Getting free legal assistance clearly laid 

       out all of my options. It has helped get me into a
better position in life and on track to becoming in an
ever-better position. I am immensely grateful to my

volunteer and everyone at the program."
- MVLS Client   

Over 1 million Marylanders cannot afford a lawyer. 
 

An estimated 40% of low-and moderate-income
households will face a legal issue in the coming year. 

 
We need your help to respond. 

 
Please, make a gift at 

www.mvlslaw.org/donate 
today.


