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Retirement Disparities - Why Social Security Is Not 
Enough 

Many older Marylanders find themselves trying to financially survive only on Social Security Retirement Benefits, which as you 

know often isn't enough to get by on. Social Security has been successful at reducing poverty for older adults. However, there is a 

disproportionate representation of Black older adults living in poverty because they are forced to subsist on only Social Security.  

¡SE HABLA ESPAÑOL! 

 MVLS ha traducido nuestras grabaciones 

telefónicas, y todos las cartas y las aplica-

ciones al español. Usamos un servicio de 

interpretación telefónica para comunicar con 

los clientes de todos idiomas. Ahora es fácil 

buscar ayuda legal voluntario en su propio 

idioma. Para más información en español 

sobre nuestros servicios, visite: 

mvlslaw.org/en-espanol.  

FREE LEGAL HELP AVAILABLE

Cases That MVLS Accepts:
Housing • Income Tax • Consumer Law

Family Law •  Estate Planning •  Criminal 
Record Relief

To learn more and apply for services, 
visit: https://mvlslaw.org/get-legal-help/

apply-for-services/
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Looking at the Numbers 

• 2016 numbers show White older adults have five (5) times 

more retirement income than Black older adults. 

• Twice as many Black seniors live below 100% of the federal 

poverty line. 

• The average income for a Black older adult is $29,000 versus 

$42,000 for a White older adult 

• For 35% of Black older married couples and 58% of Black 

single older adults, Social Security makes up 90% or more of 

their income 

The Impact

• Medical Debt 

o Despite their fixed incomes, lower-income adults 

pay much more of their income in out-of-pocket 

health expenditures than non-Medicare 

beneficiaries  

• Housing 

o Insufficient resources for housing leading to poorer quality housing options, particular in Black 

communities.  Lower income individuals are left to relying on state and local programs due to lack 

of focus from private senior housing operators and investors. 

• Estate Planning and administration - Lack of Knowledge 

o Lacking the proper resources to address Will preparation, powers of attorney, and advanced 

healthcare directives result in negative effects of intergenerational transmission of wealth. 
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GET QUICK LEGAL 

ADVICE NOW

Maryland Courts Self-Help  

Center offers quick legal advice 

through online chat and phone! 

Call 410-260-1392  

8:30 am - 8 pm | Monday - Friday 

Or chat online: 

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp/mcshc 

CLIENTS– DID YOU KNOW? 

MVLS clients can check their case status or update   contact information on our website.
Both are available at https://mvlslaw.org/ under the Get Help tab. 

Health Care Open Enrollment Dates and 
Deadlines for 2022 Health Insurance

• December 15, 2021: Last day to enroll in or change plans for 2022 

coverage that starts January 1, 2022.

• January 1, 2022: 2022 coverage starts, if you've enrolled by 

December 15, 2021 and paid your first premium.

• January 15, 2022: Last day to enroll in or change plans for 2022 

coverage. After this date, you can enroll or change plans only if you 

qualify for a Special Enrollment Period.

• February 1, 2022: 2022 coverage starts if you enrolled by January 

15, 2022 and you've paid your first premium.

More Information here: https://www.healthcare.gov/quick-guide/dates-and-

deadlines/

For more information about mortgage and housing assistance during the COVID-19 national 

emergency, visit: https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/

Meet the new 
Outreach and 
Communication 
Manager, 
Chandler 
Walters 
Chandler brings vast experience that 

is rooted in technological, 

communication, and relationship-

building skills. However, Chandler 

specializes in time, and project 

management and is responsible for 

MVLS’ social media, and overarching 

outreach for our mission to remove 

barriers to justice through free civil 

legal help, community engagement, 

and advocacy for equitable laws. He 

may be contacted directly 

@cwalters@mvlslaw.org

FHFA Extends Foreclosure and REO 
Eviction Moratoriums Until at Least 
January 31, 2021

The Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) announced that Fannie 

Mae and Freddie Mac (the Enterprises) will extend the moratoriums 

on single-family foreclosures and real estate owned (REO) evictions 

until at least January 31, 2021.

The foreclosure moratorium applies to Enterprise-backed, single-

family mortgages only. The REO eviction moratorium applies to 

properties that have been acquired by an Enterprise through 

foreclosure or deed-in-lieu of foreclosure transactions. The current 

moratoriums were set to expire on December 31, 2021.

https://mvlslaw.org/
https://www.healthcare.gov/quick-guide/dates-and-deadlines/



