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How to Claim Economic Impact 
Payments (A.K.A. “Stimulus Checks”) 

Eligibility
Eligibility for EIPs is based on your income for the year of issue. All EIPs also require that you had an SSN valid 
for work at the time of the payment’s issue. You also cannot be claimed as a dependent on another person’s 
taxes for the year on which the payment was issued (2020 or 2021).

• In order to get a refund for 2020, the back tax return must be filed by May 17, 2024. For 2021, the back 
tax return must be filed by April 18, 2025. 

• To claim an EIP from Round 1 or 2 (2020), claim any amount you were eligible for, but did not already 
receive, on line 30 of your 2020 Income Tax Return, the Recovery Rebate Credit. Use the Worksheet on 
page 59 of the 2020 Form 1040 and Form 1040-SR instructions to determine the exact amount you were 
eligible for.

• To claim an EIP from Round 3 (2021), claim any amount you were eligible for, but did not receive, on line 
30 of your 2021 Income Tax Return, the Recovery Rebate Credit. Use the Worksheet on page 59 of the 
2021 Form 1040 and Form 1040-SR instructions to determine the exact amount you were eligible for.

• These worksheets also let you calculate how any dependents you have may factor into your payments. 
They can be found on the IRS website.

Don’t guess! - The IRS will not issue payments if you claim an incorrect amount or claim the credit for the 
wrong years. 
• To find a record of what payments you have already received, access or create an online account at

www.IRS.gov. You can check your Tax Records for 2020 and 2021, which will show what payments you
received, if any. The IRS website also has instructional material on EIPs if you have a specific question not
talked about on this factsheet.

Claiming the Credit
If you were eligible for an EIP but never received it, you can claim them as a Tax Credit on your income taxes 
– for the year in which that payment was sent out. If you can successfully claim the Credit, then you will 
receive the money even if you didn’t pay any taxes that year. 

• The income table below shows the maximum income limits for each EIP. It has two numbers for each
entry because the amount of the payments phases out gradually based on income. So if you filed Single
in 2020, for the first EIP you would get part of the payment if you made over $75,000. But if you made
more than $99,000, you wouldn’t get any part of the payment.

Filing taxes for previous years can’t be done online – the forms have to be mailed in to the IRS. If you already 
filed for 2020 and/or 2021, but need to claim the credit, then you can file amended returns. Finding a 
reputable tax preparer can help with this.

http://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/i1040gi--2020.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/i1040gi--2021.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/
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