IMVLS CANNABIS PARDONS

MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

Maryland Governor Wes Moore has issued a pardon for all misdemeanor cannabis possession convictions,
as well as convictions for cannabis paraphernalia possession. This factsheet addresses common questions
for those who may benefit from these pardons.

What is a pardon?

e A pardon is an act by the governor to absolve a person from guilt for a crime. A person who
is pardoned cannot be subject to any legal penalties that might be imposed for the
pardoned crime. Certain rights may be restored, such as the right to obtain certain
professional licenses. A pardon does not overturn your guilty verdict, nor does it expunge
the case. A background check will still show a pardoned case unless the case is expunged.

Is my case pardoned?
e Governor Moore’s pardon applies if you were:

o Found guilty, OR
o Received a probation before judgment

e Onthe charge of

o misdemeanor cannabis possession (less than 1.50z) only OR
o misdemeanor possession of paraphernalia or possession with intent to use paraphernalia,
and the only other charge in the case was cannabis possession.

Will | be notified?
e You will not be directly notified that your case was pardoned.

Is my case expunged?

e Not necessarily. A pardon does not automatically expunge a case. However, most cannabis only
possession cases have been partially expunged as of July 1, 2024, due to laws enacted after
legalization. Note that only digital records, not court papers or fingerprints, have been automatically
expunged. Paraphernalia or intent to use convictions noted above are not automatically expunged.

What steps should | take?

e If you have cannabis charges, whether or not you think they were pardoned, you should still file
for expungement of your case. This is the best way to make sure that the case is fully removed
from background checks.

Your pardon and background checks:

¢ If an employer requests a background check through the Department of Public Safety and
Correctional Services (DPSCS), the cannabis pardon likely won’t show up until mid-2025.
Unfortunately, many employers use a private background check service, and the records
maintained by these services are not regularly updated.

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:

WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP

Or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537






