
Shielding Failure to Pay Rent 
Cases 

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help 
visit: WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 

p.m. on Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537

What is Shielding?
When a case is shielded, it will no longer be displayed in the Court’s online searchable records, 
known as Case Search or be available to the public, although certain agencies and individuals may 
still be able to review this information. This factsheet explains what may be shielded and how to 
apply for shielding a failure to pay rent case in Maryland.  

Covid 19 Pandemic
If your Failure to Pay Rent case was filed between March 5, 2020 - January 1, 2022, you may ask a 
court to shield the case. 

To be eligible for shielding: 
• You must show that your loss of income, and inability to pay rent, was because of the COVID-19 

pandemic.
• If a judgment was entered against you for unpaid rent, that judgment must be satisfied first.
• You must serve a copy of this request upon the landlord if a judgement was granted in the 

landlord’s favor at the hearing for failure to pay rent.
• To ask a court to shield your case, use form DC-CV-116 (Request to Shield Court Records 

Related to Repossession of Residential Property for Failure to Pay Rent), https://
www.courts.state.md.us/sites/default/files/court-forms/dccv116.pdf

Cases after October 1, 2024
If the case DID NOT RESULT IN A JUDGEMENT OF POSSESSION, the court WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY shield the case within 60 days after the case is closed. You don’t need to take 
any steps to have it shielded.

If the case DID RESULT IN A JUDGEMENT OF POSSESSION, the District Court  MAY  shield 
the case. To ask the court to shield your case, use form DC-CV-119 (Petition to Shield a Failure to 
pay rent action record), https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court-forms/dccv119.pdf 

To be eligible for shielding:  
• At least 12 months have passed since the failure to pay rent case ended.
• You must serve a copy of the request upon the landlord if a judgment was granted in the 

landlord’s favor at the hearing for failure to pay rent.
• A landlord may file an objection to a petition no later than 15 days after receipt of service. If 

the landlord files a timely objection to the petition, the court shall hold a hearing.

Look up your case here on Maryland Judiciary Case Search, 
https://casesearch.courts.state.md.us/casesearch/ 
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