
Property Tax Credits for 
Homeowners

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit: 
WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Monday 

through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537

There are two different tax credits available to homeowners that may help to lower your property 
taxes, each described below. 

1. Homestead Tax Credit
a. This tax credit is available for a homeowner’s primary residence, and it limits how

much a person’s taxes can increase from year to year.
b. There are no income limits or requirements to qualify.
c. You only need to apply for this tax credit once, and you can apply at any time.

2. Homeowners' Property Tax Credit
a. This tax credit limits the amount of taxes owed, based on total income of all adult

members of the household. To be eligible, the home must be your primary residence,
and your household income cannot exceed $60,000 (as of 2025).

b. You must own or have a legal interest in the home.
c. You need to re-apply and qualify for this credit every year, unless instructed

otherwise by the program. The deadline to apply each year is October 1.
d. The application usually opens in early February, and if you apply before April 15, the

credit will be added to your tax bill before the bill is issued.
e. Note: If you missed the most recent year’s deadline to apply and you have never

applied before, contact SDAT. You may still be eligible for a refund!

Check to See if You Are Receiving the Credits Now
There are two ways to check if you are receiving the credits, or review the status of an application 
you submitted: 

1. Check Online:
a. Enter your address into the State Department of Assessment and

Taxation’s (SDAT) Real Property Search to access the records for your
property: https://sdat.dat.maryland.gov/RealProperty/

b. Once you access your property’s information, scroll to the bottom of the
screen to see the Application Information for the two tax credits.

2. Contact SDAT:
a. You may contact SDAT with any questions about the tax credits.

How to Contact SDAT for Assistance 
Contact SDAT if you need assistance applying or have questions regarding either tax credit: 

• Homestead Tax Credit: Call 410-767-2165 or email sdat.homestead@maryland.gov
• Homeowners' Property Tax Credit: 410-767-5900 or email sdat.homeowners@maryland.gov

** TURN PAGE OVER FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO APPLY ** 
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1. To apply online, visit https://onestop.md.gov/ and create an Account.
2. Locate the Tax Credit application by searching for the name of the tax credit.
3. Complete the application, uploading copies of all required documentation.

Apply By Mail
1. Get the Application: You may call SDAT to request an application be mailed to you, or you can

visit the website listed above to download an application.
2. Follow the instructions provided on the form to complete the application.
3. Mail the application and copies of requested documentation to the address listed on the

application. Caution: Do not mail originals of any of your documents showing proof of income,
etc., because they will not be returned to you. Only send copies. If you need assistance making
a copy, you may go to your local SDAT office (see below).

How to Apply 
You may apply for these credits online, by mail, or in-person at an SDAT office. Whichever method you 
choose, you will need to include your Property Tax Identification Number.

Finding your Property Tax Identification Number

 Apply Online 

You can locate this number by finding the Property Identifier or Account Number on your property tax 
bill, or by using the SDAT Real Property Search (described on the other side of this handout) and 
finding the “Account Identifier” at the top of the screen. For properties in Baltimore City, list your Ward, 
Section, Block and Lot number.

Seek In-Person Assistance

For in-person assistance with either of these tax credits, you may visit the Maryland 
Department of Assessments & Taxation (SDAT) location in downtown Baltimore at: 

Maryland Department of Assessments & Taxation 
123 Market Place 
Baltimore, MD 21202

Staff at this location can help answer your questions and make copies for you of any documents you 
need to submit. If you do not live near Baltimore City, visit SDAT’s website to locate your local tax 
office, and call them to see if they offer in-person assistance: https://dat.maryland.gov/
realproperty/Pages/Maryland-Assessment-Offices.aspx.

Problems Qualifying Because Someone Else’s Name is on the Deed to Your Home?
Contact MVLS for assistance if your application is denied, or you believe you will not qualify because: 
(1) Your name is not on the deed to your home, or (2) Someone else’s name is also on the deed, but 
they do not live in the home.
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