MVLS Birth Certificates

MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

ARE YOU MISSING YOUR BIRTH CERTIFICATE?

The Following Persons May Apply to obtain a birth certificate:
e An individual requesting their own birth certificate.

o A parent named on the certificate.

A court-appointed guardian of the individual named on the certificate. A foster
care appointment is not acceptable; proof of guardianship must be submitted.

e A surviving spouse of the individual named on the certificate.

o Arepresentative of: (1) the individual or a parent named on the certificate; or (2)
the court-appointed guardian of the individual named on the certificate. The
representative must have a letter signed by the individual, parent, or guardian,
and certified by a notary public, stating that the representative has permission
to obtain a copy of the certificate.

Request one online:

e If you lost, misplaced, or cannot find your birth certificate, you can request a new
one by visiting the “Request Birth Certificate” page of the Maryland Department of
Health website. By clicking “Order Certificates Online,” you will be redirected to
VitalChek, where you can fill out an online application. VitalChek is the only
online vendor that is authorized to distribute Maryland Vital Records — do not use
any other online vendors to obtain a new birth certificate in Maryland.

Request one through the mail:

e New birth certificate applications can also be submitted via mail by visiting the
same Request Birth Certificates webpage. At the bottom of the page, a PDF
version of the application is available for download. The mailing address is on the
application.

Request one in person:

« Individuals can also apply for a new birth certificate in person at their local health
department. Depending on the county, applicants may have to make an
appointment.

 To find the location in your county, visit:
https://health.maryland.gov/vsa/Pages/lhd.aspx.

Cost:

e Anew birth certificate is generally $20. There is an additional processing fee when
using VitalChek.

Continues on back

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:

WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537



https://health.maryland.gov/vsa/Pages/lhd.aspx

IMVLS Birth Certificates

MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

DO YOU WISH TO CHANGE THE NAME ON A BIRTH CERTIFICATE?

Changing the name within 12 months of birth:

e Parents may change the name of a child born in Maryland one time within the
first year, without a court order. To do so, both parents listed on the birth
certificate must submit:

o A written request to the Department of Health requesting the name change.
o A notarized affidavit (a sworn statement) that they are the true parents of
the child and that they are making the request of their own free will.

Changing the name 12 or more months after of birth:

e If more than 12 months have passed since the birth of the child or for a second
name change, it must be done by court order.

e For more information on the process for getting a court order, please read:
Name Change for an Adult or Name Change for a Child:
https://www.peoples-law.org/correcting-or-changing-name-maryland-
birth-certificate

Do you wish to add a missing name to a birth certificate or correct an error on
a birth certificate?
e See People’s Law Library of Maryland: https://www.peoples-
Ia]yv.orglcorrecting-or-changi_ng-name-maryland-birth-certificate for more
information.

Do you want to add a deceased parent to a birth certificate?

« If you are looking to add a deceased parent to your child’s birth certificate, you
will need to start a new case through your local court. MVLS may be able to
assist with free representation. Information about where to get help is below.

e There is usually a fee to start a new case. However, if you are unable to pay the
filing fee, you can ask the court to waive the fees.

e Once the court accepts the case, it will examine a few factors when determining
the parenthood of a deceased parent. The court will examine if there is DNA to
biologically prove parenthood, and the court can consider other facts to establish
pﬁ_rlgnthood. The court will consider if the outcome is in the best interest of the
child.

Do you have more questions about birth/death/marriage certificates?

o For more answers, visit the Vital Statistics Administration's FAQ page:
https://health.maryland.gov/vsa/Pages/faq.aspx.

e To speak to an attorney, call the Maryland Legal Help Center at 410-260-1392 or
visit the Family Law Self Help Center located in the Maryland Circuit Court
where you will be opening your case or filing your response. For additional
information and court forms, visit Family Law Court Forms (mdcourts.gov) or
The People’s Law Library of Maryland online, (also a resource for this Factsheet).

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:
WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537
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