MVLS child Support

MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

WHAT IS CHILD SUPPORT

Every parent has a financial obligation to support their child. When parents do not
live together, child support may be established to ensure both parents meet the
financial needs of their child(ren). Child support is based on a portion of each
parent’s gross income, and where the child(ren) reside(s).

HOW TO OBTAIN CHILD SUPPORT

A child support case may be opened or changed by filing a case through the
Circuit court or completing an application with the Maryland Child Support
https://dhs.maryland.gov/child-support-services/parents-and-caregivers/
(highly encouraged) or via US Mail. (There is a one-time, $15 fee to apply for child
support services. You may be exempt from the application fee if you currently or
previously received Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA) or Medical Assistance).

A Child support request can be part of a divorce or child custody case. It is best to

consult the court’s family law self-help center if self-represented (pro se) or seek

the advice of an attorney prior to filing a complaint. To file a child support case in

court, the person seeking support must file the following forms

Domestic Case Report Form ccdecm001.pdf (state.md.us).

Complaint for Child Support ccdr001.pdf (mdcourts.gov).

Financial Statement ccdr030.pdf (state.md.us).

Child Support Administration Calculator - myDHR | Maryland Department

of Human Services (state.md.us).

o Restricted Information form -
https://Iwww.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court-forms/mdj008.pdf
(instructions: https://www.mdcourts.gov/courthelp/restrictedinfoform)

O O O O

You will need to provide the court with the following information about monthly
income and expenses:

Total income before taxes,

Child support paid for other children,

Alimony paid to former spouses,

Alimony received from former spouses,

Health insurance premium for your children,

Work-related child-care expenses,

Extraordinary health expenses, and

School and transportation expenses.

O 0O 0O O 0 0O O oo

There is a filing fee to file with the court that can be waived if you are financially
eligible.
o https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court forms/courtforms/joint/ccd
c089.pdf/ccdc089.pdf (File with restricted information form, linked above.)

Continues on back

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:
WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537



https://www.courts.state.md.us/sites/default/files/court-forms/courtforms/circuit/ccdcm001.pdf/ccdcm001.pdf
https://www.courts.state.md.us/sites/default/files/court-forms/courtforms/circuit/ccdcm001.pdf/ccdcm001.pdf
https://mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court-forms/ccdr001.pdf
https://www.courts.state.md.us/sites/default/files/court-forms/family/forms/ccdr030.pdf/ccdr030.pdf
https://mydhrbenefits.dhr.state.md.us/dashboardclient/#/csocDisclaimer
https://mydhrbenefits.dhr.state.md.us/dashboardclient/#/csocDisclaimer
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court-forms/mdj008.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/courthelp/restrictedinfoform
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court%02forms/courtforms/joint/ccdc089.pdf/ccdc089.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court%02forms/courtforms/joint/ccdc089.pdf/ccdc089.pdf
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MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

CONSIDERATIONS FOR MODIFYING AN EXISTING CHILD SUPPORT ORDER

To modify an existing child support order, the party seeking a modification must file
a Motion to Modify Child Support with the Circuit Court. Either parent may ask the
court to change the order while the child is under the age of 18. The Court’s
decision to modify is based on the following:

e Has there been a material change in circumstance since the prior ruling?

o Has either parent’s income significantly changed (new job, job loss,
increased salary)?

o Has the person paying child support become unemployed, incarcerated, or
disabled? Parents cannot avoid child support obligations by not
making enough money on purpose (voluntary impoverishment).

o Have the expenses for the child(ren) significantly increased or decreased?

o Has the child(ren)’s living arrangement changed, how much time is the
child spending with each parent?

*Maryland Child Support Administration — if the Maryland Child Support
Administration is involved, once every 3 years, either parent may ask the Maryland
Chiédeupport Administration to review the child support order for possible
modification.

HOW TO FILE FOR A CHILD SUPPORT MODIFICATION

o Contact an attorney, or, if self-represented, contact the court's family law self-
help center for assistance.

o Below are links to the forms and the child support calculator to determine what
impact a modification may have on your current child support obligation.

e Domestic Case Report Form ccdem001.pdf (state.md.us).

o Petition/Motion to Modify Child Support
https://lwww.courts.state.md.us/sites/default/files/court-forms/ccdr006.pdf

e Financial Statement - ccdr030.pdf (state.md.us).

e Child Support Administration Calculator - myDHR | Maryland Department of
Human Services (state.md.us).

e Restricted Information form -
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court-forms/mdj008.pdf
(instructions: https://www.mdcourts.gov/courthelp/restrictedinfoform)

Once the case is filed, there are additional steps. You should consult an attorney to
ensure you are properly moving your case forward. To speak to an attorney about your
situation, call the Maryland Help Center, 410-260-1392 or the Family Law Hotline, 1-
800-845-8550 or visit your Court’s family law help center
https://www.mdcourts.gov/family/familyselfhelp.

To learn more, visit www.peoples-law.org/cat/family-law/.

There is a filing fee to file with the court that can be waived if you are financially
eligible.
o https://lwww.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/court forms/courtforms/joint/ccd
c089.pdf/lccdc089.pdf (File with restricted information form, linked above.)

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:
WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537
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