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1. Myth: Talking to the children about your court case helps them and keeps them
informed.

o FACT: Talking to the children about your court case is detrimental and
harmful to your children. The Court views this behavior unfavorably.

2. Myth: If the other parent is not on the birth certificate, they have no rights.

o FACT: It is important for the non-birthing parent to establish parenthood/be
added to the birth certificate. The other parent has the same rights as the
birthing parent, even if they are not currently listed on the birth certificate.
If both parties acknowledge that the non-birthing parent is the parent, you should
consult an attorney about how to ensure the non-birthing parent is on the birth
certificate and can exercise their right to parenting time. If either parent withholds
the child from the other parent, the Court will not like it. If there are safety
concerns, it is important to consult a lawyer immediately and document all
concerns in writing. In Maryland, if you are married to the birthing parent when
the child is born, you are presumed to be the parent. If you are the parent and
the birthing parent was married to someone else at the time of birth, it is best to
consult a lawyer right away.

3. Myth: Parents can always decide they do not want child support.

e The law specifically states that this is NOT true. Child Support is the right of the
child, and neither parent has the right to waive it. Both parents have a legal duty
to support their children, even if the parents are no longer in a relationship. When
parents do not live together, child support may be established to ensure the
financial needs of the child are met. Child support is calculated using a formula in
Maryland’s Child Support Guidelines, which uses an income shares model that
considers where the child lives, the income for both parents, the number of
shared minor children, the children's health insurance costs, any child support
being paid for other children, any alimony being paid or received, and the
children's extraordinary medical expenses. If the parents share physical custody
and have different salaries, one parent may still have an obligation to pay Child
support.

4. Mytrl;: If a parent does not have a job or quits their job, they do not have to pay child
support.

e FACT: A parent cannot avoid child support obligations by not making
enough money on purpose. This is called voluntary impoverishment. If a parent
freely chooses to be without adequate resources, and their lack of income is in
their control, the parent is considered to be voluntarily impoverished. If the court
finds a parent has done this, the court may “impute income” to the parent. This
means the court will act as if the parent has an income when determining the
child support payment.

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:

WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537
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5. Myth: You can deny visitation if child support is not paid. You can stop paying child
support if your visitation is denied.

e FACT: Court ordered visitation rights may not be denied, even when the other
parent is not paying child support. A parent who has been denied visitation
does not have the right to stop paying Court ordered child support. Not
following court orders will place you in contempt and will only get you in
trouble with the possibility of jail time.

6. Myth: If a parent does not use their visitation, they will lose their visitation.

e FACT: This is not accurate; a Court Order is in place until it is modified.
However, it is best to be consistent with your visitation and communicative
with the other parent. If there is a material change in circumstances, the Court
can always modify visitation.

7. Myth: The Court can force a parent to visit a child.
e FACT: The Court will not force a parent to visit a child.

8. Myth: If a parent is not seeing their child or does not want to pay child support,
they can “sign over” their parental rights.

e FACT: The Court will not allow a parent to give up their parental rights for
these reasons, and in fact, it is VERY rare that a Court will terminate a
parent’s rights to a child.

9. Myth: If my case goes to a Judge, the Judge will ask me questions and then
make a decision about what to do.

e FACT: You must prepare your case for the hearing/trial whether you have
an attorney or not. The Court expects you to arrive fully prepared to make
opening and closing statements, put on testimony, and properly introduce
evidence. Please view What to Know Before You Go and Trial Preparation.
Please visit www.mvlslaw.org and the Maryland People’s Law Library for
more information.

10. Myth: People commonly believe there is no free legal help for family law
matters.

e FACT: There are many FREE resources to assist Marylanders with their family
law issues. To speak to an attorney about your situation, call the Maryland
Help Center, 410-260-1392 or the Family Law Hotline, 1-800-845-8550. You
can also visit your Court’s family law help center,
https://www.mdcourts.gov/family/familyselfhelp. If you have a limited
income and need legal help with your family law matter, contact Maryland
Volunteer Lawyers Service at 410-547-6537. Our intake line is open Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

e Some of this information in this handout is directly from the Maryland People’s
Law Library, an excellent resource for Legal Self-Help Information for
Marylanders. You can find out more by visiting their website:
https://www.peoples-law.orgl/.

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:
WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537
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