
Preparing for your Divorce Case –

Marital Property, Alimony and Debt 

It is important to begin preparing right away. One critical component of preparation
is discovery, the process of getting information from the other party (“OP”) before
your Court hearings. Through discovery, you may request information and
documents from OP to use as evidence in court. Discovery can be acquired in
several ways; two options are: requesting certain documents, (Request for
Production of Documents) or asking questions in writing (Interrogatories). Below
are some links to assist you in preparing your case. 

This is not legal advice. Please consult an attorney about your specific situation. To get free legal help visit:  
WWW.MVLSLAW.ORG/FREE-LEGAL-HELP/ or call intake between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on 

Monday through Thursday at 1(800) 510-0050 or (410) 547-6537

Discovery in the Circuit Court:
https://www.mdcourts.gov/courthelp/discoverycircuitcourt 
Preparing Your Case; https://www.peoples-law.org/preparing-your-case
Navigating Discovery; https://mvlslaw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/Navigating-Discovery.pdf 
What to Know Before You Go; https://mvlslaw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/What-to-Know-Before-You-Go-Factsheet.pdf 

MARITAL PROPERTY
If you are divorcing, you and your spouse will have to divide your assets. To do
that, you should make a list of marital property, regardless of whether this is
something you and your spouse agree on or something that a judge will
decide. Marital property includes any assets that were acquired during the
marriage, regardless of who is listed on the title or who paid for it. This
includes:  

Money (cash, bank accounts, retirement accounts, pension, life insurance),
Real estate (primary residence, and any other property), Vehicles (car,
motorcycle, and any other vehicles), and/or Other tangible personal
property (furniture, etc.), and Business assets in some cases. 

If you and your spouse agree on how to divide your marital property, you may
consider drafting a Marital Settlement Agreement, Form CC-DR-116
(mdcourts.gov). 

Assets acquired outside of the marriage are considered non-marital property.
These include: Those assets acquired before marriage, inheritance, gifts from
someone other than your spouse, property excluded by a valid agreement, and
any property obtained during the marriage using funds from one of these
sources. 

If you and your spouse do not agree about the division of marital property,
complete a “Joint Statement of Parties Concerning Marital and Non-Marital
Property”, Form CC-DR-033.  
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DEBT
Debt created before the marriage is typically considered the debt of the
individual who incurred it. Maryland Courts tend to focus on how and when
debt occurs. If you have a joint credit card and it was used to pay household
expenses, the Court will consider that marital debt. If both spouses are listed
on the debt, both parties will be responsible, and the creditor can collect from
one or both of you. If the debt is in only one name and it was used to purchase
marital property, the Court cannot reassign debt responsibility to both of you.
However, the Court can factor in a marital debt that is only in one name in its
decision about the division of assets. For example, if one spouse owes a debt,
the Court can give that spouse a larger monetary award to offset the debt
owed. 

ALIMONY 
Alimony, or spousal support, is a periodic support payment one former spouse
makes to the other. Alimony is not automatically awarded in Maryland divorce
cases. A spouse must specifically ask the court for alimony and must be able to
prove it is needed either during or after a divorce. If you and your spouse do not
agree on alimony, there are many factors that a court will consider when
determining whether alimony is appropriate and, if so, how much and for how
long. Among other things, the court will want to know the length of your marriage,
the earning capacity of both spouses, financial needs, income and expenses, the
ability of the spouse who is seeking alimony to become self-sufficient and to
become employed. You may also need to provide proof of expenses, such as
mortgage or rent payments, utility bills, groceries, etc. Gathering bank account
information, receipts, income pay stubs and other documentation, such as
medical records/ social security disability benefits will help you be prepared and
organized when requesting an alimony award. You must complete Financial
Statement, Form CC-DR-031.
The Restricted Information form
https://www.mdcourts.gov/courthelp/restrictedinfoform. and the Complaint;
ccdr020.pdf or Counter Complaint for Absolute Divorce; ccdr094.pdf must be filed
with the forms noted above for the initial filing or if you are responding to OP’s
complaint. 
To speak to an attorney, call the Maryland Legal Help Center at 410-260-1392 or
visit the Family Law Self Help Center located in the Circuit Court where you will
be opening your case or filing your response. For additional information and court
forms, visit Family Law Court Forms and People’s Law Library of Maryland,
Family Law, a source of information for this factsheet. 
If you have a limited income and would like to apply for legal help with your
divorce, please contact Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service at 410-547-6537.
Our intake line is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
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